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TRACS helps rescue dogs

Ledger photo by Justin Harris

THERE TO HELP – TRACS volunteers on Monday load dogs from a
home in Hot Springs to take to their shelter in Thompson Falls.

School,
police
address
threat
by Annie Wooden
Thompson Falls Schools and
the City of Thompson Falls
Police Department continue
to investigate an incident at
Thompson Falls High School in
which a student allegedly made
threats of violence during a lunch
period.
Superintendent Jason Slater
said the incident happened
Thursday, Nov. 16. He said
the high school principal, Rich
Ferris, engaged immediately, and
that the school completed a threat
assessment. The result of the
threat assessment was there was
no threat to any student or group
of students, Slater said. The
school was not locked down and
no classes were canceled because
of the incident.
Slater said he had a meeting
Monday with the school resource
officer, counselor, principal,
guardian and student, and the
team determined there was
no threat to student safety.
Because of privacy laws, the
administration is limited on what
information can be shared.
On Friday, a report was made
to the Thompson Falls Police
Department that two boys were
“threatening to bomb and shoot
up school.” Slater said school
officials met with Chief of
Police Chris Nichols on Friday.
And Monday, the school sent
a notice to parents “reassuring
people that our schools are safe
and encouraging people to go to
school officials for information,”
Slater said.
Slater said that one of the
challenges is the power of
social media and how quickly
information can spread.
“That can result in creating
a panic and spreading fear,” he
said.
The announcement to parents
said “a careless statement was
made related to potential violence
in our high school. School
personnel take statements of
this nature seriously. … School
personnel are actively monitoring
the situation and are dedicated to
providing a safe environment for
all of our students.”
“Every incident that you go
through is an opportunity to learn
and review,” Slater said. “The
principal and administration did a
good job in working with parents
and the school resource officer.”

by Justin Harris
Sometimes the best intentions garner the most undesirable results. This is a fact that
Thompson River Animal Care
Shelter (TRACS) has come to
help a few big-hearted animal
lovers come to grips with.
“Some people want to help as
many animals as they can, but
despite their best efforts they are
not equipped with the resources
to be able to adequately provide
for their needs,” said TRACS cofounder Wanda Thorpe. “When

people try to take on large numbers of animals in their home,
it often turns out disastrous for
the health of the pets and the
humans.”
Case in point: TRACS spent
much of Sunday and Monday
coordinating an effort to remove
26 dogs from a residence in Hot
Springs. Their ages ranged from
5 months to 14 years, their health
was fair to poor and almost none
of them were socialized enough
to be around strangers. Although
the home owner was doing her

best to try to keep up with the
needs of the canines, the task
was too large for one person –
especially since her husband was
recently hospitalized and she was
dealing with health issues of her
own.
“I’ve got to hand it to her, she
was trying her best and did the
right thing by getting us to help,”
Thorpe noted. TRACS staff were
able to remove 23 of the dogs,
as the remaining three were too
Please turn to page 8

Helping Others

Photo by Ed Moreth

FAMILY AFFAIR – Kendra Spurr, 4, helps by getting a box of Jell-O for the box held by her grandfather, Marv Tanner. Also at the table
is Margo Tanner (far left) and Whitney Spurr.

Plains churches deliver Thanksgiving baskets
by Ed Moreth
Three churches joined forces earlier
this week to make Thanksgiving a bit
better for families of Plains.
Nearly a dozen men and women
gathered at the United Methodist Church
in Plains Tuesday afternoon to assemble
this year’s Thanksgiving Baskets for 15
families – 67 people – in the Plains area.
The baskets were made possible by the
United Methodist Church in Plains and
Paradise, the First Lutheran Church in
Plains, and the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints in Plains. Members of
the Paradise Community Circle, a group

comprised of women from the United
Methodist Churches in Paradise and
Plains, also contributed to the purchase of
the food.
It took the volunteers Tuesday about
30 minutes to fill the boxes, which had 19
different items, including a turkey, dinner
fixings, and dessert, for each family. A
“Thanksgiving Blessing” card was also
placed in each box. The size of the turkey
depended on the size of the family, said
Ellen Childress, one of the coordinators.
She also said the bigger families received
more of the specific items. The boxes of
goodies were ready by 3 p.m. for pickup.

The United Methodist Church and
the First Lutheran Church have been
putting together the Thanksgiving Baskets
for more than 20 years, according to
Cliff Stephens, one of the volunteers.
This was the first year that the Mormon
Church joined up with the other two
churches. However, other churches in the
community also deliver food to needy
families in the area, said Childress, who
added that the recipients are appreciative
of the church’s efforts.
“It’s a good thing. It’s what we should
do, helping folks who may need a hand
Please turn to page 8

Thompson Falls group
helps hundreds in need
by Shana Neesvig
The Community
Congregational Church of
Thompson Falls, Sanders
County Food Bank and
many local volunteers had
a busy weekend preparing
for Thanksgiving this
year. Combined efforts
successfully prepared 105
Thanksgiving dinner boxes
for almost 500 individuals
in need.
This was made possible
by the many monetary and
food donations gathered
from community members

and churches in Sanders
County. Each box contained
vegetables, Jell-O, stuffing,
pumpkin pie ingredients,
bread, rolls, eggs and other
items needed for a plentiful
holiday feast. Large and
small boxes were packed
with goodies depending
on family size, and were
delivered with a side of a
whole turkey.
Vanessa Pallister
commented that Ron Reedy
has been in charge of the
annual event for quite a few
Please turn to page 8
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TOPPING OFF THE BASKETS - Shelby Harmon and Noah Scharfe happily
help put finishing touches on the Thanksgiving baskets that were
delivered to Sanders County families Sunday afternoon.
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Opinions
Our Viewpoint

Much to be thankful
for in Sanders County
It’s hard to focus on the positive sometimes, and
remember to be thankful. Especially around this time of
year, the stress of the holidays can be overwhelming. But it’s
important to take time to remember the good things, and
be thankful for what you have.
Here are just a few things we are thankful for when it
comes to living in Sanders County:
• There are no stoplights, and the only traffic jams we
encounter are caused by Canada geese and bighorn
sheep.
• You get to know law enforcement on a first-name
basis ... in a good way.
• You can go to the grocery store with unwashed hair
and wearing sweatpants and no one will judge you.
• When you dial the wrong number, you’ll probably end
up having a very pleasant 15-minute conversation
with someone you haven’t seen in awhile. ...
• And then that person will know the number of who
you’re trying to call.
• You can still go to your neighbor for a cup of sugar.
• There’s no shortage of helpful hands when you get a
flat tire, have a leaky roof, or need help with medical
bills.
• That your first grade teacher is also your kid’s first
grade teacher. And if you’re lucky, your grandkid’s, too.
• When the UPS driver delivers packages daily, your
neighbors know it’s just your Amazon Prime shopping
habit and don’t think you’re up to something shady.
• And said UPS driver knows where you live, where you
work, what you drive, and your dog’s name.
So if you’re braving the Black Friday shopping or if you’ve
had a little too much family time this weekend, remember
to be thankful and focus on the positive. After all, not
everyone gets to live in a place where the next person in
line will probably cover you when you’re a few bucks short.

Other Viewpoints

No taxes increased in
balancing state budget
This past week was a very memorable
and busy week for me. The Governor
called the legislature back to town on
November 13 to help fix the budget
deficit. I am on the house business and
labor committee and we were scheduled
to meet jointly with the senate business
and labor.
I missed the Monday meeting with
a higher priority, my mother’s funeral
service was that afternoon. I headed to
Helena at 3 a.m. the next day for the 8
a.m. committee meeting. We met and
discussed several bills. The full House Assembly was called to
order at noon that day, where our first order of business was to
adopt rule changes that would allow us to speed up the process
of reading and voting on bills to accomplish our business in a
much-condensed time schedule. During that day we would meet
on the house floor and then in committee until our 10:30 p.m.
adjournment. The next day was a repeat of meeting in committee,
then meeting with the whole House assembly, discussing bills,
options, and voting on them. The Senate was doing the same. We
reached agreement and the solutions to the budget problems with
much discussion and had adjournment on Wednesday night at 1:30
a.m.
The Governor was required by the legislature to make 10 percent
cuts due to state revenue reductions. With legislative pressure,
the Governor did make those proposed cuts of $76 million on the
Tuesday of our return. That left $150 million still needed. With a
plan from legislative options and passed legislation, $124 million
was authorized from transfers from unused accounts to other
accounts to help the states most vulnerable citizens and programs
and backfill the fire fund. This still left $27 million needed. This
was accomplished by a combination of a $15 million option of
furloughs for state employees and for the Governor to accept use
up to $30 million from the proposed down payment for the state’s
purchase of the private prison in Shelby.
I did not go into detail of the bills and will if you want to contact
me. You need to know that your taxes were not raised, we have a
balanced budget, as called for in our Montana Constitution, and
very important and needed program cuts to our most vulnerable
population were held to a minimum.
Respectfully,
Representative Denley Loge, House District 14

Remember When?
by Sherry Hagerman-Benton
50 YEARS AGO • NOVEMBER 23, 1967
AWAKENED BEAR SURPRISES LOGGER
Rousing a big, hibernating black bear from its
winter’s sleep was not exactly what Walt Dudley
was expecting when he started to cut down a large
spruce tree up the West Fork of Thompson River
last week.
According to Jack Nichols, who was sawing
nearby, Dudley reported he thought he saw
something black at the bottom of the tree as he
began sawing. And then when a big paw reached
out within inches of his hand and touched the
chainsaw, Walt knew he had seen something.
Dudley dropped his saw and ran as the bear
came lumbering out of its den underneath the base
of the tree.
Nichols said Dudley took off in one direction
and the bear in the opposite – both running about
as fast as they could.		
FIRST DRIVER LICENSES COST 50¢
Excerpt from Looking Back, Reflections of Orin
P. Kendall
Up until the middle 1930s Montana car license
plates were numbered at one and continued on to
the total number of plates issued in the state.
The prefix number on the license plates today
was determined according to the population in
each of the 56 counties as shown by the 1930
census and as a result Silver Bow County was
assigned number one and Lincoln County drew
56.
The cost of the operation of the Highway
Patrol was to be financed from the sale of driver
licenses. At that time the head of the household
could purchase a driver license good for a year for
the sum of 50 cents and all other members of the
family could obtain a license for 25 cents. This too
has under gone a considerable change. No test of
any kind was required. (My father, Jack Hagerman
told me he went down to the courthouse with his
father when he was 14 and got his driver license.
He didn’t have to take a test, during his life he
never let his license expire and consequently never
took a driver test in his lifetime.)
I am sure that there is no record as to who
made the first trip through Sanders County by
automobile but I can imagine that the person who
made it didn’t forget it for a long time.
What is now Highway 200 was at one time
Montana 3 and later Alternate 10 but for many
years it was just a series of roads connecting the
towns. The highway roughly parallels the old
Kootenai Trail used by the Salish Indians and the
early trappers and traders for many years.
There is a very little of old Montana 3 that is
a part of 200 today. At the risk of being tiresome
I will describe the road as I remember it 55 years
ago. Entering Montana and Sanders County from
the north and west the road was on the south
side of the Clark Fork River passing through
Cabinet and Heron and on to Noxon. Prior to the
construction of the Noxon bridge, the road went
over the Tuscor hill to Tuscor, Larchwood and

BUY 3, GET 2 FREE!

Trout Creek. There was a good graded and gravel
road between Trout Creek and Whitepine.
Between Whitepine and Belknap much of the
area was unfenced and roads generally just ran
across country, but as fences were built roads
pretty much followed straight lines. Leaving
Whitepine the road went south for several miles
before turning eastward to Belknap. When the
N.P. Railway abandoned the highline the roadbed
became a part of the highway. This was about
1930.
Prior to the building of the bridge at Birdland it
was necessary to cross Prospect Creek and the two
red bridges adjacent to Thompson Falls. Leaving
Thompson Falls the road went through Woodlin
Flat to a railway crossing about where the present
crossing is today. One must remember that the
highway bridge by the Rimrock Lodge wasn’t
built until the 1950s. Highway 10A went toward
Birdland Bay. If you look closely on the north
side of the highway by the Blue Slide turnoff of
Highway 200 you can still see the old pavement of
Highway 10A.
It crossed Thompson River about a mile
upstream from the present highway bridge and
from there it went over a hill to the Eddy Flat.
The road through Eddy Flat played tag with the
railroad crossing and recrossing it many times.
Near Lynch Creek, the highway crossed the
railroad tracks and entered Plains on the south
side of the railroad. On entering Plains there was
quite a surprise. Plains could boast of the only
piece of concrete paving between Missoula and
Sandpoint. Somebody must have had quite a pull
with the higher ups. Many years ago the Portland
Cement Co. in an effort to promote the use of
cement for road construction built what they
called the “Concrete Mile” in several parts of the
country and it could be that this was how Plains
got its paved street. After all these many years
the pavement is in good condition. There was no
highway bridge at Paradise so it was necessary to
cross the river on the bridge near the Fairgrounds.
A unique part of this road is the number of right
angle turns in it. One of the hazards on the road to
Dixon was the Perma curves. This section of the
road was built with convict labor. Men were hung
by ropes and chiseled the roadway out of a sheer
rock cliff. Although the Perma curves were very
crooked and narrow there never has been a serious
accident on it but on the new improved road there
was a fatal accident that claimed two lives.
Prior to the building of the Perma curves
the only way to get to Plains from the east was
to cross the river at Perma where a ferry was
operated for many years. At low water it was
possible to ford the river at that point.
Travel in the spring was difficult. Mud holes
were a hazard to the tourist but sometimes
profitable to those who lived nearby getting paid
for pulling cars out of the mud.
One party complained about being tired all the
time because he was busy during the day pulling
cars out of the mud and at night he was busy
putting water in the mud holes.

The SanderS CounTy Ledger
603 Main Street - Thompson Falls - 827-3421
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How do you fix a Thanksgiving turkey?
by Jay Simons

SAMUEL DeLEON,
Thompson Falls – “We
just buy it in a store. My
mom puts some kind of
seasoning on it. You put in
the oven at 5 degrees for
15 minutes. I don’t know
what is in the stuffing and
I like it, but the legs are
the best. I never made a
turkey before.”

ALLAN McGANN,
Thompson Falls – “We
are going hunting the
day before Thanksgiving.
When we get him home,
I’m going to eat it. But
first, I’ll put stuffed animals in it. We’ll cook it as
hot as lava. I saw a wild
turkey in the school yard
during the first recess, but
we won’t eat that one.”

TRISTAN KELLY,
Thompson Falls – “I’m
going to my grandma’s
for Thanksgiving. So they
will buy their turkey. I’ll
put meat in it for stuffing
and cook it in the oven
on medium heat for 40
minutes. The legs are my
favorite parts.”

VERONICA VEGA,
Thompson Falls – “I don’t
like turkey. I’m going to
eat corn and meat. My
mom has a little thing
she puts into the turkey
and takes out what’s
inside. I would only eat
the drumstick. My brother
Diego and I will hide the
drumsticks so our brother
Antonio won’t get one.”

LEXI FRANCK, Thompson
Falls – “We get our turkey
from the store sometimes
on Thanksgiving Day. We
usually go to grandma’s
in Bozeman for dinner.
They stuff it with corn and
beans and maybe rice.
They cook it in the oven at
85 degrees for 10 minutes.”

KAYLA FAUSETT,
Thompson Falls – “I’m
sure my dad shoots a turkey. He brings it home and
we take off the feathers.
Sometimes they stuff it
and sometimes they don’t.
When I was little, I used
to think they put stuffed
animals in it, but now I
don’t. They cook it for 35
minutes at 55 degrees.”

chief, Plains.
Arrest made for aggravated assault, T. Falls.
Missing wallet, T.
Falls.
Non-injury motor vehicle accident on Hwy. 200
bridge, T. Creek. Driver
left the scene in another
vehicle. Traffic completely
blocked. DUI arrest made.
Missing hunter, Plains.

Vehicle slide-off, Hwy.
200, Dixon.
Arrest made for violation of protection order, T.
Falls.
Theft of items from
residence, T. Creek.
Neighbors horses in
hay yard, T. Creek.
Erratic driver at intersection of Hwy. 28 and
Hwy. 200, Plains.

ed, T. Falls.
Theft of rifle from
vehicle, T. Falls.
Threats reported at high
school, T. Falls.
Erratic driver on Hwy.
200, Dixon.
Black cows on Hwy.
200, Dixon.
Report of vehicle on
Hwy. 200 at T. Creek pass-

ing vehicles and pointing a
pistol with a laser sight out
back window at vehicles.

Domestic dispute,
Plains.
Deer on private property shot from vehicle window, T. Falls.
Welfare check requested, T. Falls.
Injured deer on Blue
Slide Rd., T. Falls.
Welfare check requested, Plains.

Tuesday, November 14
Possible theft of items
from a vehicle, T. Falls.
Non-injury motor vehicle accident, Plains.
Caller reports cat shot
by a bb gun, T. Falls.
Welfare check requested, T. Falls.
Neighbor dispute, H.
Springs.

Thursday, November 16
Report of person driving without license or
insurance, T. Falls.
Report of glass shot out
on equipment, T. Falls.
Stolen vehicle, Plains.
Arrest made for domestic assault, Plains.
Threats reported,
Plains.
Stolen vehicle, Plains.

Sheriff’s Log
Ambulances: Noxon, 1;
T. Falls, 6; Plains, 4.
Sunday, November 12
Injured deer on Hwy.
200, Wild Goose Landing,
T. Falls.
Dogs chasing deer in
the Mule Pasture, T. Falls.
Domestic disturbance,
Plains.
Welfare check requested, T. Falls.
Arrest made for possession of dangerous drugs,
Plains.
Report of young child
walking by railroad tracks,
T. Falls.
Hit and run at T. Creek
business.
Vehicle vs. deer, T.
Creek.
Welfare check requested, Paradise.
Monday, November 13
DUI arrest made, Hwy.
28, H. Springs.
Possible criminal mis-

Wednesday, November 15
Domestic dispute,
Dixon.
Malfunctioning crossing arms, Plains.

Friday, November 17
Coroner requested, T.
Falls.
Welfare check request-

Saturday, November 18
Motor vehicle accident
with injuries reported
by Clark Fork Valley
Hospital.
Shop lifter reported at
T. Falls business.
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Quality Used Vehicles
Office, 827-7587 • Bridget, 546-8430
329 Easy Street, off Airport Road, Thompson Falls

Pickups
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Justice Court

Before Justice of the Peace Doug Dryden
Montana Highway Patrol
Odd Jorgensen, 57:
$735 and 180 days jail with
179 suspended, DUI, 1st
offense; $275, no liability
insurance, 1st offense.
Wayne Scott, 68, $735,
DUI, 1st offense.
Kenneth Flanagan, 82,
$20, seatbelt violation.
James Doutrich, $20,
seatbelt violation.
David Haveman, 38,
$20, day speeding.
Bridget Holliday, 60,
$20, day speeding.
Dennis Spurlock, 55,
$85, careless driving.
Martin Koskela, 57,

$45, failure to yield.
Jacob Halgren, 27, $70,
night speeding.
Terry Smith, 58, $85,
operating with expired registration.
Sanders County Sheriff’s
Office
Duston Fry, 33, $1000
and 365 days jail with 363
suspended, aggravated
DUI, 1st offense.
Brenda Vonheeder, 52:
$185 and 2 days jail with
2 days suspended, driving without a valid drivers
license; $125, failure to
carry proof of insurance, 3rd
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offense.
Robert Knott, 29, $55,
speeding in a restricted
zone.
Bernie Carpenter, 47,
2 days jail, criminal contempt.
Montana Dept. of
Transportation
Herbert Harster, 56,
$135, failure to follow
requirements of special
permit.
Thomas Means, 46,
$210, failure to use retractable axle when weight
exceeds legal max for fixed
axles.
Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks
Nicholas Howell, 23,
$535, hunting or fishing
during a closed season.
Donald Westefer, 67,
$85, failure to obtain landowner permission for hunting, 1st offense.

GOT
INK?
Get HP, Lexmark,
Canon, Epson
and Brother ink
cartridges at

THE LEDGER
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NEWSPAPERS
THEY’LL SURPRISE YOU!

Newspapers are your window into what
your government is doing for, and to, you.
Every week, your local newspaper keeps you informed
about your city council, your county commissioners, your
school board, hospital, Extension Service, and state and
federal ofﬁces in your community.
Through the public notice section of your local
newspaper, ofﬁcial notices keep you up to date on hearings
and ofﬁcial actions that affect you.
Newspapers... they’re your window to government!
Local newspapers
keep Montana’s
IN THE KNOW!

Local Newspaper
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Lions share vision technology with schools
• Eye scans courtesy of the Plains Lions Club help to find potential vision problems in students
by Justin Harris
“This is one of our favorite things to do for our
community,” said Plains Lions Club president, Duane
Highcrane between checking in students and assisting
his fellow Lions at Thompson Falls Elementary School,
Thursday.
The Lions arrived at the school at 9 a.m., taking over a
small room in the hallway near the secretary’s office. The
four members from the Plains club set up complicatedlooking equipment and began lining up small groups of
student in the hall. The students waited patiently as they
heard the youth before them being told to “look at the
smiley face and stay as still as possible.”
The ‘smiley face’ was a small gadget hooked to a
computer. The device loosely resembled a handheld video
game system from the early 80’s – but this piece of equipment was worth several thousand dollars more than those
old entertainment electronics, and is infinitely more useful.
The ‘smiley face’ is formally known as the Plus Optix
SC9. It is used to scan the human eye for six different
problems or possibilities of future vision issues. Highcrane
and the Lions are proud that they can provide the service
to local students, and are proud that the service does not
cost a dime for the schools or taxpayers. This year, the
club visited Dixon, Plains, Trout Creek, Thompson Falls
and Noxon to assess the eye health of students.
Highcrane noted that the Plus Optix SC9 is out of date
and the club hopes to purchase an updated device, assuming there is enough community support. “We hope to
acquire a new one, but the cost is $6,500. Perhaps the generous community-spirited people in Sanders County will
chip in to replace our outdated SC9.”

Youth Bowling League
Parents’
Organizational Meeting
Sunday, November 26
at 1 p.m.
Rimrock Lanes

Bowling Starts

Sunday, December 3

12:30 Sign Up • 1 p.m. Bowl
Season Dues Scholarships available

For information or to
apply for a scholarship,
contact Ginger, 827-4597

NEED INK?

HP, Lexmark, Canon,
Epson and Brother
ink cartridges
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REAL ESTATE
TAXES

DUE BY NOVEMBER 30, 2017
5:OO p.m.
Credit cards accepted:
Call 1-800-272-9829
Jurisdiction Code: 3616
or pay by Internet
www.officialpayments.com
or co.sanders.mt.us

SANDERS COUNTY
TREASURER'S OFFICE

Ledger photo by Justin Harris

SAY CHEESE - Lions Club members visited Thompson Falls Elementary, Thursday, to provide a free scan of student
eyes. The Plus Optix SC9 is a device used to detect problems or potential problems with vision, the Lions Club is
hoping to garner support and donations to purchase an up-to-date version of their current hardware.

Christmas on Main Street plans set
by Justin Harris
Thompson Falls Chamber of Commerce met Thursday
with plenty on the agenda in the upcoming month. By
far the busiest day on their calendar will be Christmas
on Main Street, which always falls on the first weekend
of December. This year, the bulk of events will fall on
Saturday, December 2.
Getting a jump start on the festivities is the Thompson
Falls Public Library, which will hold a ‘Better Book Sale
and Holiday Cookie Sale.’ The sale begins Thursday,
November 30 from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. The event will
continue Friday from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. until the parade is over. The fundraiser will
raise money to benefit the library’s efforts, including kids’
story time, activities and upkeep. Hard back books will be
on sale for $2, and $1 for paperback books.
The Sanders County Christmas Bazaar returns with
its original name. Janie McFadgen has taken the reigns
as organizer, inviting vendors to reserve their space. The
bazaar will take place at Thompson Falls High School
gymnasium from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Door prizes, refreshments and pictures with Santa will be available throughout
the day, as well as a chance to get some Christmas gift
shopping done locally, while putting some extra cash in
the pockets of local artists and craftspeople. For more
information call McFadgen at 826-4759.
Undoubtedly, the most anticipated event of the day
is the Christmas Parade on Main Street that begins 6:30
p.m. The procession plays to the throngs of attendees lining the street to admire the lighted floats and catch candy
from those in the parade. Joanne Burk at First Security
Bank is, again, organizing that show and seeking new and
repeat float entries. Applications can be picked up at the
bank or by calling Joanne at 827-6225. Entry deadline is
5 p.m., Thursday, November 30. Prizes will be awarded in
categories like ‘brightest entry,’ ‘best costumes,’ and ‘best
overall.’ This year’s theme is “Gingerbread Jubilee.”
The parade is preceded by free chili dogs and hot chocolate at the square next to Realty Northwest. The Men’s
Prayer Breakfast serves up the free refreshments every
year, thanks to donations from the community.
Once again, the chamber will give away hundreds of
dollars in ‘chamber bucks,’ local currency that can be
spent at any participating chamber affiliated business.
The chance to win is in the form of a scavenger hunt/
bingo game that will have players visiting local establishments to acquire a stamp to blackout the squares on their
card that feature the names of businesses. Winners will be
announced at Christmas Music at the Rex following the
Christmas Parade on Main Street.
Those who have entries for the Gingerbread Contest
must have their creations to the Old Jail Museum between

10 a.m. and noon that morning so that visitors can view
the tasty structures and vote for their favorites (with winners vying for cash prizes in various categories). Entries
must be picked up following the parade. The museum will
be open without an entry fee as a gift to the community.
For more information about the contest, call 827-4699.
To end the day of cheer, attendees of the parade will
come in from the cold to find seats in the Rex Theatre for
the annual Christmas Music on Main Street performances.
Many of the familiar acts from years past were not available this year, but the lineup of local musicians scheduled
for the evening promise to entertain. The show, now in
its eighth consecutive year, features music by local talent.
The goal, according to originator Jan Manning, is to put
people in the Christmas spirit by bringing them together to
enjoy old familiar seasonal carols as well as some contemporary tunes.
“Many of us have childhood memories of
Christmas that revolve around certain songs,” Manning
said. “The music of the season is every bit as sensory
as eating those special cookies and seeing the lights and
garlands. Hopefully the Rex music show will help create
some special childhood memories for younger members in
the audience.
Featured performers this year will include Justin
Harris and Fire Creek Band, vocalists Susie Bryan and
Mary Jane McCoy, and other “surprise” guests. The show
is free to the public. It will begin as soon as the Main
Street parade has finished, or about 7 p.m.

Earn a year round salary with
summers and all school holidays off!

2nd HALF 2017

BROKEN WINDSHIELD?
MOBILE SERVICE - LET US COME TO YOU!

CALL

Western Windshields

ROCK
CHIP
REPAIR

FREE
MOBILE
SERVICE
Lifetime warranty on windshield replacement and
repairs. Direct insurance billing. Certified installers.

CALL FOR QUOTE & APPOINTMENT TODAY!
TOLL FREE: 1-877-248-6698

REMINDERREMINDER
2nd HALF 2016

MOBILE HOME
MOBILE
HOME
TAXES
TAXES
DUE BY NOVEMBER 30, 2017

Full Time CSCT School Based
Therapist Positions Available
Immediately in
Thompson Falls and Hot Springs

Western Montana Mental Health Center-Sanders
County Office is looking for Clinical Outpatient
Therapists to fill positions in the Thompson Falls
and Hot Springs Comprehensive School and
Creditprogram.
cards accepted:
Community Treatment (CSCT)

5:OO p.m.

Call 1-800-272-9829

DUE BY NOVEMBER 30, 2017
5:OO p.m.

Jurisdiction
40 hours/week, great benefit
package.Code: 3616
pay by Internet
Potential for student loan or
repayment.
Immediate opening;www.officialpayments.com
open until filled.
or co.sanders.mt.us

Send resume, cover letter and 3 professional
references to: WMMHC
PO Box 562, T. Falls, MT 59873

Credit cards accepted:
Call 1-800-272-9829
Jurisdiction Code: 3616
or pay by Internet
www.officialpayments.com
or co.sanders.mt.us

SANDERS COUNTY
SANDERS COUNTY
TREASURER'S OFFICE
See full job description at
TREASURER'S OFFICE
Sanders County Job Service
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Local author looks to heal hearts
by Shana Neesvig
Everyone reaches a time
in their life when they
could use a helping hand.
Trout Creek resident and
Montana native Susan
Sweatman knows this all
too well, and she is willing
to lend that hand.
Sweatman has recently
released her first book,
“Healing for Your Heart:
One Poem at a Time.” The
compilation of poems was
written by Sweatman over
a 47-year period ranging
from 1970 to 2017. The
poems are aimed at providing support, through “God’s
healing touch,” to women
who have experienced a
journey of trauma after
having an abortion.
For more than 20 years
Sweatman has provided
counseling to women who
have struggled with the
choice to have an abortion,
so she is well rehearsed
on the topic. Many of her
poems are based off real
life experiences she has
encountered through her
time with clients.
She wants to make it
clear that her book is a
“life experience book, not
a political agenda book,”
and she does not condemn
women for making the
choice to have an abor-

Directory of
Area Churches

FALLS CHAPEL
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD
414 East Haley Avenue

Loving God, Loving People
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Family Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Church
Teen Spirit Youth Group - Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
Pastors John & Cheryl Chamblin - Home: 827-4120 Cell: 544-3794

THOMPSON
FALLS CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Devoted to Jesus Christ our
Lord and to the Fellowship,
to the breaking of Bread
and Prayer

Courtesy photo

HEALING THROUGH POETRY – Trout Creek resident Susan Sweatman published her
first book in October. Since 1970 she has been writing poems to help heal wounds
from abortions based on the word of God. For 20 years she has provided counseling
to women who have abortion related trauma.
tion. She understands that
women may have felt that
an abortion was the best
option at that time. What
she does want is for women
to know they have someone
they can turn to for support,
and that her poems may
help ease the pain.
Dec. 2, Sweatman will be
signing her book of poems
at 1-4 p.m. at Garden of
Read’n in Missoula. Dec.
9, she will be available at
Trout Creek Christmas Tea
at the Lakeside Resort in
Trout Creek. Lastly, her
presence will be made at
Linda’s Gifts in Thompson

Falls on Dec. 16, noon
to 3 p.m. For each book
purchased at Linda’s Gifts,
the purchaser will receive
a chance to win a $25 gift
certificate.
Sweatman gave much
kudos to Sandy Compton
of Blue Creek Press.
“I never planned on
writing a book, but Sandy
was just excellent at moving me toward publishing
this book,” she stated. She
expressed that Compton
had much to do with getting this book in print
through his encouragement
and knowledge.

Statistics show that one in
three women have at least
one abortion before the
age of 45. With numbers
like this, Sweatman knows
that she is doing the right
thing by bringing a light to
the distresses surrounding
abortion recovery and helping to heal abortion related
wounds. She currently
assists women in Sandpoint
and Sanders County with
counseling services.
Sweatman can be contacted at (406) 827-8787
for more information on
her book of poems or for
assistance.

Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Corner of Church & Haley
827-3380

Lynne was preceded
in death by her father,
Lyle Wilcox. She is
survived by her mother,
Juanita Wilcox, siblings,
Rodney Wilcox (Patty)
and Shelley Gore (Larry),
husband, Robert Burns,
daughter, Theresa Milner
(Larry), son Tim Burns
(Darbie), grandchildren
Brandon Milner, Joey
Milner, Delanie Burns,
great grandson Isaac
Milner and family too
numerous to mention.
Per Lynne’s request
she was cremated and no

Sunday Services
Everyone Welcome!

Sunday School
Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
AWANA, grade K-6 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Call for more information
Pastor Dan “Hap” Cheff, 827-3511
A Rocky Mountain Bible Mission

WHITEPINE
COMMUNITY
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

Highway 200 - Trout Creek
Saturday Service
Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
Church Service
11:00 a.m.
Pastor Ilko Tcharkarov
406-407-0740
For information, call 827-5744

NEW LIFE
FELLOWSHIP
Pentecostal Church
Where Jesus still does miracles
Airport Road - Thompson Falls
Sunday Prayer
Sunday Worship
Wednesday
Thursday - Heron

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.
10:50 a.m.

Sunday Service
Noon
Pastor John Hancock
847-852-0476
Information: 827-9305

Handicap Accessible
EVERYONE INVITED

OUR SAVIOR’S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA

611 Ogden Ave., Thompson Falls
Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday school biweekly
during worship
Fellowship each Sunday following
worship.
Pastor Carol Seilhymer
826-4080 • pr.carols@gmail.com

“Inviting all to grow in Christ”

SANDERS COUNTY CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY

Joyce “Lynne” Burns
married Robert N. Burns
in 1972. They lived in
Darby and Helena before
settling permanently in
Thompson Falls in May
of 1991. She retired from
the Sanders County Clerk
and Recorders Office in
2013 after 22 years as the
Plat Clerk.
Lynne enjoyed reading,
restoring oak furniture
and was always thinking
up ideas for remodeling
her home. She loved
her family, but her
grandchildren held a
special place in her heart.

Highway 200 - Trout Creek

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST
CHURCH

Children’s church provided Sunday
morning and Wednesday evenings.
Rev. Irene Anderson: 827-4406

Joyce Lynne Burns,
69, passed away in her
home Friday November
17, 2017 after a year-long
struggle with an incurable
nerve disorder.
Lynne was born July
8, 1948 in Lovelock,
Nevada. After graduation
from high school she
enlisted in the Navy. She
served honorably from
1966 to 1969. Lynne

CABINET
MOUNTAIN
BIBLE CHURCH

ST. JAMES PLAINS Sunday Mass 11 a.m.
SACRED HEART HOT SPRINGS MISSION Sun. Mass 1st & 3rd 1:00 p.m.
ST. WILLIAM THOMPSON FALLS Sunday Mass 8:45 a.m.
NOXON MISSION NOXON Sat. Mass 2nd & 4th 4:00 p.m.
Rev. Jeffrey Benusa
Thompson Falls: 827-4433

GOSPEL MOUNTAIN ASSEMBLY OF GOD
We Have Good News For You!!

Sunday
Coffee & Fellowship
Sunday School, all ages
Morning Worship
Eve. Worship/Study

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Food Bank
Luncheon

Wednesday
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

Call if you need a ride, 827-4611
Pastor Charlie Denson

THOMPSON FALLS COMMUNITY
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

LYNNE BURNS
services were planned.
She was loved and will be
missed by her family and
all who knew her.

COLOR COPIES

Bringing the Community to Christ and Christ to the Community
Matt Schraeder, Pastor
Church Study: 827-3706
Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church Ages 3-4th grade
Wednesday
Youth Group 6:30 p.m.
We invite you to come worship with us.

SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
LUTHERAN CHURCH - Missouri Synod
1192 Mt. Silcox Road, Thompson Falls
Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m., Worship Service 11:00 a.m. - Noon
Fellowship - Noon — Everyone Welcome!
Pastor Ray Larson
827-9570

at The Ledger
As low as 29¢ each!

TROUT CREEK COMMUNITY CHURCH

Losing
Your
Medicare Plan?
I Have Medicare Plans
For Your County
No Networks!
You Can Go To Any Doctor and Hospital
In The United States That Takes Medicare!
My Medicare Plans Start For
Less Than $44.00 Per Month
Have Questions?
Please Call Ken Topliff 406-249-5701

17 Larch Street in Trout Creek
Sunday School — 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Pastor Jerry Windle
827-4814

OPEN DOOR BAPTIST CHURCH
1191 Mt. Silcox Road, at the Thompson Falls Senior Center
Sunday School — 9:45-10:45 a.m. Service — 11 a.m. - Noon
Website: odbaptistchurch.com
Pastor Jim Hantz 406-750-8379 or 406-827-1585

KENDRICK
ZIMMERMAN

Kendrick Melvin
Zimmerman
Announcing the
arrival of Kendrick
Melvin Zimmerman,
born to Dwight & Faith
Zimmerman on Oct.24,
2017. He was born at the
Bonner General Hospital,
weighed 5 pounds, 1 ounce
and was 18 inches long.
He is lovingly welcomed
by his three sisters and
two brothers. Maternal
grandparents are James
and Edith Weaver of
Bedford, Penn., and
paternal grandparents
are Melvin and Kathryn
Zimmerman of Richland,
Penn. Welcome, Kendrick.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, est. 1985
705 Main Street, Thompson Falls

406-827-3435

Pastor: Jeffrey Phillips Home: 406-847-5310 Cell: 406-830-1607
Sunday School/Bible Study: All ages 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m. - Noon
Children’s worship and nursery available during this time
Sunday Evening Bible Study: 5-6 p.m.
Friday: Women’s Hour of Prayer — 1 p.m.
All are welcome!

Need a Ride?
s
Age
All ome
lc
We ide
to R

Local or Regional

CALL US! 741-2346
www.rideSCT.com

Sanders County
Transportation
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BUSINESS SERVICES
AIR COND./HEATING

ANIMAL FEEDS

Clark Fork
Heating
& Air
Conditioning

Need Livestock Feed?
WE HAVE IT!

Sales
& Service
406-529-3012
CARPENTRY

Yoder
Craft

All Phases Remodeling
Finish Carpentry
Porches • Decks
Additions
Licensed & Insured

406-546-0664

Serving Sanders County

CARPET CLEANING

Carpet Cleaning
Fire/Water
Restoration
Mold Remediation
Tile & Grout
Cleaning
Casey Helvey
406-546-3650

Cracked
Ground
Whole

Dixon
Feeds
Top Quality Ingredients &
Good Prices
Custom Mix or Standard
246-3272
10827 Hwy. 200 • Dixon, MT

AUCTION SERVICE

FARM
RANCH
ESTATE

kevinhillauctions.com

Lundgren
Chiropractic

827-4443
DOUG DUFFIELD, OWNER
THOMPSON FALLS

Tom Wagler
(406) 827-8667
Cell (406) 360-2396
cabmtwood@icloud.com

Kevin Hill
531-7927

captain
carpet
Rx20 TRUCK
MOUNT SYSTEM

LLC

Custom Kitchen
and
Bath Cabinets

Providing
Auctioneering
Services
Since 1984

CHIROPRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

CABINET
MOUNTAIN
WOODWORKS

AUCTIONS

CARPET CLEANING

Carpet & Upholstery
Tile Cleaning
Fire & Flood Restoration

CABINETS

CONSTRUCTION

BEACHY

CONSTRUCTION

& Wellness Clinic
Gentle Activator
Chiropractic Technique for all
Spinal & Joint Related Problems
Nutritional Conseling &
Support for Most Health Problems
Weight Loss/
Detoxification Programs

New Homes • Garages
Additions
Quality You Can Trust!

Accepting Medicare • Workers Comp
VA • Healthy MT Kids (and Plus)
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Insurance
Auto Accident & Major Credit Cards

546-1095

827-5500 for appointment
2410 Main St. E. - T. Falls

BeachyConstruction.com
Thompson Falls, MT

DRY CLEANING

FENCING

Dry
Cleaning

Cascade
Fencing

Drop Off & Pickup at

The Ledger

FARM & RANCH
FENCING

In by Wednesday
morning back the next Wednesday!

• Barbed Wire
• Horse Fence
• Feild Fence
• High-tensile
• Post Driving

603 Main
Thompson Falls
827-3421
FLOORING

OPTOMETRIST

THOMPSON FALLS
FLOORING

Dr. Wm E. Shull
Optometrist

Carpet - Tile
Vinyl - Laminate Flooring
SALES & SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

Dennis Wilhelmsen

406-827-4092

Cell: 406-260-0339

(406) 320-2225

826-3761
Plains
SIGNS

The Signworks
At The Ledger
603 Main • 827-3421
Thompson Falls

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

Green Way
Sprinklers
The Path to a
Greener Lawn

Design & Install
Underground Sprinklers
& Drip Systems
Maintenance & Repair
Irrigation Blowouts
Cory Freeman
827-9686
Cell: 370-3080

In county - $38
In Montana - $52
Out of State - $53
Snowbird-$45.50

Licensed & Insured

TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE

827-TIRE (8473)
Tire service for passenger,
commercial, farming & rec.
Automotive services:
Oil change, lube, shocks,
brakes, battery, etc.
Custom hydraulic hoses
M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. by Appt.
4879 Hwy. 200 - Thompson Falls

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
PAY CASH & SAVE! $4 a week for the first 35 words when
payment accompanies ad. Each additional word, 15 cents
per word. $5 a week for the first 35 words when billed
to an account. Each additional word, 15 cents per word.
BUY 3, GET 2 FREE! Schedule an ad for 3 weeks,
get the fourth and fifth weeks free!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS 10 A.M. TUESDAY.

Across
1. Coffee order
6. Bunch
10. Bon ___
(witticism)
13. Carry away, in
a way
14. Strengthen, with
“up”
15. Quite
16. Radiation of
power from space
18. A chorus line
19. Appropriate
20. Attempt
21. One who kicks
the football
23. Deserved
25. To write a poem
26. Egg on
27. Red shade
30. “Harper Valley
___”
31. “A rat!”
33. Length x width,
for a rectangle
34. Basic monetary
unit of Romania
35. Antares, for one
37. Conk out
38. Cows and sows
40. Boar’s mate
41. “Not on ___!”
(“No way!”)
43. ___ green
44. “Much ___
About Nothing”
45. Beethoven’s
“Moonlight ___”
47. Alpine transport
(hyph.)
51. A telegraph key
53. 2, to 1/2
55. Deletes
56. Delight
57. “I ___ you one”
58. Clue
59. Mentally
________
62. Carve in stone
63. Fit
64. Wolfgang
___, Nobel Prize

physicist
65. “Malcolm X”
director
66. Boris Godunov,
for one
67. Wrote or said a
word out
Down
1. Picking up camp
2. One who runs
away
3. Leader Fidel
4. Store
convenience, for

short
5. Ill tempered mutt
6. Didn’t shuffle
7. Checked item
8. “___ calls?”
9. Scorn
10. Numerous
11. Groups of eight
12. Henry David
15. Beach, basically
17. To make sure
22. Anxiety
24. “I had no ___!”
28. Indian

condiment with
42. Kind of belt
cucumber or yogurt
43. Control ___
29. Anger
46. Cultivator
32. Desk item
48. Irish accent
35. Mineral in alkali
49. Too
rich rocks
50. Modify again
36. Bronze coin of
52. Approach
UK equal to two
54. Vice presidents
pennies
informally
37. Animal house
56. Apple variety
39. “Unimaginable
60. Consumes
as ___ in Heav’n”:
61. 40 winks
Milton
40. Small bag
Solution at scledger.net

SPONSORED BY

Sharon
Sorlie

Sales Associate

Realty Northwest
406-546-5030

MLS#21711380

REDUCED $299,000

Older 4 bedroom/1 bath log home on 25.95 Acres bordering Prospect Creek and Lolo
National Forest! Has a spring fed stream that runs through this property, an updated septic
system, a hand dug well and a drilled well and beautiful mountain and valley views! The
home needs an energetic handyman but the property is absolutely beautiful!
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Ledger photo by Annie Wooden

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION – Thompson Falls Elementary students sang with Santa Claus during the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree event on Main Street. Hundreds of students and
residents attended to sign the banners on the side of the trailer.

Capitol Tree stirs
up holiday spirit
by Annie Wooden
Plains resident Larry Spiekermeier is
driving the truck to Washingon, D.C. At
stops along the route, he is a celebrity,
with people wanting their picture taken
with him and autographing trading cards
with his picture.
“This is unbelievable,” Spiekermeier
said. “See the faces and people being
so excited, it’s awesome because we’re
representing out part of the world.”
Spiekermeier called the chance
to drive the Capitol Christmas Tree
“the crown jewel.” With Whitewood
Transportation, Spiekermeir had driven
1.6 million miles accident free and
delivered to every state except Hawaii.
Throughout his career, he had driven 3.5
million accident-free miles.
The Capitol Christmas Tree journey
includes 20 stops across the country,
with 12 of those in Montana. In Sanders
County, that included events in Trout

Creek, Thompson Falls and Plains.
In Thompson Falls, the Chamber of
Commerce sponsored the event, which
included a visit from Santa Claus and
songs by the Thompson Falls Elementary
students.
The spruce tree was harvested from
the Kootenai National Forest in Lincoln
County. The tree was cut down as a
79-footer, but Rob Malyevac, a Forest
Service member from the Kootenai
National Forest Supervisor’s Office, said
they had to cut it down to 68 feet.
More than 300 people showed up
to see the tree at Plains and visit with
Spiekermeier, who guessed that around
100 people posed for their picture with
him. Donna Redmond of Hot Springs,
Spiekermeier’s cousin, handed out “I
Found Larry” wristbands and Larry
Spiekermeier trading cards. Students
from Dixon Elementary School were also
among the crowd in Plains.

Photo by Ed Moreth

MAKING HER MARK – Seventeen-year-old Haley Josephson of Plains High School signs
her name with the help of fellow students Analisa Loberg (left) and Rachel Huenink
while the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree makes a stop at the Plains school.

Ledger photo by Annie Wooden

CELEBRITY STATUS — Plains resident Larry Spiekermeier (right), who is driving the
Capitol Christmas Tree to Washington, D.C., took photos and handed out autographed
trading cards at the event in Thompson Falls.

SALE! SALE! SALE!
FREE HEARING TESTS

by appt. only • 9am-1pm or 3-5pm

FREE SERVICE ON ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

Deals on Printer Cartridges,
Cash Register Paper, and More!

Annual Meeting

Wednesday,
November 29, 6 p.m.
Trout Creek Senior Center
18 Larch St. - Trout Creek

no appt. necessary • 1-2pm

Thurs, Nov. 30
Main St. Medical • 907 Main St.
Thompson Falls
CALL TODAY
1-406-543-5025

Trout Creek Huckleberry Festival

603 Main St., Thompson Falls

Please join us to start planning the
39th Annual Huckleberry Festival.
Bring your ideas and enthusiasm to help make
the 2018 Festival happen.
Everyone is welcome
For more information contact Debb McNary, 827-3227

TRACS

Building Green
Starts with

Paint Party Benefit

• INSTALLATION & MATERIALS
Insulation:
Ignition Barrier Spray
Fiberglass - High R-Value, Urethane Spray & Blown in Blanket System,
Acoustical Ceilings & Sound Attenuation.
• BLOWER DOOR TESTING, BPI CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• MATERIALS ONLY
Drywall & Accessories, Roofing & Accessories, Styrofoam Boards & Shapes,
Dock Logs, Tools & Misc. Supplied
• WE DELIVER AND STOCK OUR MATERIALS

Gene Riffle
BPI Certified Technician

752-4756

22 West Reserve Dr. Kalispell, MT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • DO IT YOURSELF
Lilienthalinsulation.com

Clark Fork Christian Mennonite School

Annual Christmas
Program & Dinner

Saturday, Nov. 25

Ham & Turkey

Silent Auction • 50/50

Friday, Dec. 8 - 6 p.m.

5:00 p.m. - Elks Lodge

$50 per person painting • $25 not painting
Includes Dinner, a Beverage & Dessert
Advance registration and payment required
Call Michelle, (406) 546-6559

Buffet

Whitepine Mennonite Church
Hwy. 200 MM37

Call 827-4803 for reservations (limited seating)
Donations accepted
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The Weather
DATE
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

HIGH LOW PC. REC. HIGH
42
43
41
38
45
42
43

34
30
33
31
32
26
32

.02
.00
.10
.28
.00
.00
.42

60/1999
57/1999
54/2001
62/1976
54/1989
57/2003
57/2001

2017 precip. , 18.78; Nov. precip., 2.07; T. Falls River
Flow, 9,240 cfs; Noxon, 10,000 cfs; Plains, 8,820 cfs;
Thompson River, 196.

WEEKEND WEATHER

FRIDAY
46/32
PARTLY
CLOUDY

SATURDAY
49/42

SUNDAY
51/37

MOSTLY
SUNNY

P.M.
RAIN

Direct Deposit means

Free Time.
108 E. Railroad • Plains 406.826.3662
www.RMBank.com
Great Things Happen!TM

Member

FDIC

TRACS
Continued from page 1

shaken up to be rounded
up at the time. The owner,
who wished to remain
unnamed, said most of the
dogs had been dropped off
with her over the course of
12 years by her grown children and their boyfriends
or girlfriends. Thorpe said
law enforcement was not
involved as the situation
was “more of an unfortunate series of events than a
criminal matter.”
All the dogs rescued
were medium or large
mixed breed dogs, with
genders almost equal in
number. For perspective on
domestic attempts to keep
26 dogs, TRACS’s capacity for large dogs is about

11 – with three to four
staff on shift to care for
them. Medium and large
dogs require at least two
cups of dog food per day.
With a large bag of dog
food averaging $20, one
can imagine the amount of
money a dog lover would
have to put into that kind
of effort – not to mention
the sheer amount of waste
disposal and medications
that would be needed for a
healthy life. Unfortunately,
waste disposal and meds
are not usually kept up
on in situations like this.
The owner did, however,
attempt to group the dogs
in ways that matched their
demeanor. Sections of the
property were cordoned off
to accommodate the groups
to keep fighting to a minimum. She said she tried to
give each one a little atten-

tion every day.
Lack of resources equal a
pile-up of unique problems
over time. Throughout the
12 years of accumulating
dogs, very few of them
were neutered or spayed.
Coupled with the large
numbers, it was a recipe for
constant competition for
food, and that competition
was usually aggressive.
When the females went
into heat, the energy and
disagreements amongst the
male dogs intensifies.
“There was one girl who
arrived with a pretty nasty
gash on her face,” Thorpe
said. “And a lot of these
dogs were pretty skinny
from not being high in the
pecking order – especially
the puppies.”
Four of the puppies and
nine adults were transported
to a Coeur d’Alene, Idaho,

shelter, where they happened to have extra room.
“We were lucky on the
timing of this as we are
at capacity, puppies were
about to go into heat and
some required immediate
attention,” Thorpe added.
At this time, the dogs at
TRACS are separated from
the other dogs while they
are vaccinated, dewormed,
socialized, appropriately
fed and brought back to
health. One of the females
that had been grouped with
all males couldn’t stop eating when she arrived at
TRACS, as her instincts
probably told her to eat up
since she didn’t know when
the big boys would be back
to bump her to the back of
the feeding line again. Staff
had to cut her off before
she hurt herself.
Thorpe said most of

the dogs should be ready
for adoption in time for
Christmas.
“There are plenty of these
dogs that will be great for
families or those who have
room for them to run,”
Thorpe said. “Especially
Coda, whose nickname
is ‘Grandpa.’ The reddish
husky-mix was the calm
in the chaos, and was a
favorite with the owner’s
grandkids.”
The situation is reminiscent of the first big operation tackled by TRACS
during their first year in
2007. A property in west
Thompson Falls had 54
dogs removed by TRACS,
there had been 64 but the
Sheriff’s Office had to put
ten of them down because
of their relentless aggression.
“It is always sad when

Plains
Continued from page 1

Courtesy photo

MASTER OF HIS DOMAIN – After years of experience, Ron Reedy has the Thanksgiving basket distribution process
running like a well oiled machine. In roughly 30 minutes Reedy and his crew had 105 boxes filled with items for a
complete Thanksgiving feast packed and ready to go. The crew provided holiday meals for nealry 500 individuals.

Baskets

Continued from page 1

years and his experience

shows. “It really was
quite an amazing and
neat thing to experience,”
Pallister stated. She also
commented that it was
“quite magnificent to see

how organized” Reedy
was.
According to Pallister,
Reedy handed out pieces
of paper assigning
individuals an item to

Don’t Stand in Line
at the Post Office

Come See Us!

• Large Selection of Boxes - Assorted Sizes
• Packing Peanuts • Bubble Wrap
• Packages insured up to $100 for free
• Save $$$ on those Large Christmas Boxes
• We provide a printed label & automatic tracking

Shipping Works
at the

Sanders County Ledger
603 Main • 827-3421

$2.00 Off Coupon

Any package shipped UPS. Limit 1 coupon per customer
Coupon expires December 22, 2017

place in each box. As each
person did what was stated
on their paper, the job
was complete in about 30
minutes.
Sunday afternoon,
when each box was ready
to go, drivers signed up
for a specific number
of deliveries. Reedy
had already blocked-out
neighborhoods, assigning
specific homes based
on location for delivery,
to make delivery time
efficient. This took careful
planning and much effort
on the part of Reedy, and
his drivers appreciated it.
The average driver was on
the road about one hour or
less.
With the holiday season
upon us, it is comforting to
know that Sanders County
is blessed with so many
people willing to help
those in need.

at Thanksgiving,” said
Bill Haines, a member
of the Lutheran Church
and a volunteer. Childress
said McGowan Grocery
gave the churches the
Thanksgiving special to
help with the costs.
Childress called 17
families this year to find
out if they wanted the
baskets. She said two
of them were thankful,
but declined because
they were doing better
financially this year. This
is the second consecutive
year that the recipients
picked up their baskets

we find these situations,
but we consider everyone
lucky when we are able to
intervene before the health
effects are too harmful or
fatal to both the animals
and the humans,” shared
Thorpe, who emphasized
that unsanitary animal
conditions could be a huge
threat to humans through
parasites, exposure to animal waste and air quality
conditions inside the house.
TRACS will be seeking
potential families for the
dogs in the near future, as
well as donations to help
the no-kill shelter with the
mounting medical expenses
that will only rise as any
new health problems are
discovered. And, as always,
there is a need for volunteers at the facility. For
more information or to help
call TRACS at 827-8722.

at the United Methodist
Church in Plains. In the
past, volunteers from the
churches delivered the
baskets. Childress said they
normally have families
from Plains and Paradise,
but this year only Plains.
“There are a lot of
people in the community
that don’t have a lot of
money and if we can help,
that’s great,” said Andy
Gonzalez, a first-time
helper. “And you never
know when you’re going
to need help yourself
sometime,” he said.
Volunteers also
included: Kathy Gregg,
Lyla Sears, Marv and
Margo Tanner, Whitney
Spurr, and her 4-year-old
daughter Kendra.

Kootenai National Forest

Temporary Employment Outreach
Applications will be accepted for temporary employment for the 2018 season
starting in early January. Vacancy announcements will be done in phases with
the 1st phase January 3-9, 2018 and 2nd phase from January 31-February 6,
2018. For the Kootenai National Forest these phases will include Aid and
Technician positions, GS-2 through GS-5, in Forestry (Timber, Recreation,
Fire, etc.), Range (Weed Control) and Biology (Wildlife, Plants, Fisheries,
Clerical, etc.). Other positions may also be available.
At this time, interested applicants are encouraged to set up their profiles and
applications at www.usajobs.gov. Once announcements become available,
interested applicants will need to sign in to the announcement(s) they are
interested in and apply. Announcements will only be open for a short period of
time and applicants must specify locations where they are interested in
working. For the Kootenai National Forest this would be Eureka, Libby, Troy
and Trout Creek, MT. Hard copy applications will not be accepted.
There will be several vacancy announcements to apply to depending on an
applicant's interest and qualifications. When the announcements become
available they will be located at www.usajobs.gov/.
Additional information may be found on http://www.fs.usda.gov/kootenai
USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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TF students
tour Seattle

Photos by Linda Elliott

Eager
student
Herds of bighorn sheep are frequently
spotted between Thompson Falls and
Plains.

Women work to make county better
discuss them.
“We are never for or
against any topic, we
just want to bring in the
facts,” Johnson stated. She
said that WBSC provide
a forum for all political
candidates to relay their
message, and a platform to
discuss any county issues.
Some issues that have been
discussed by WBSC, who
bring in guest speakers
from both sides, are the
Rock Creek Mine, weed
control measures, county
water compact relations
and Cabinet Resource
Group activities.
Haywood and Johnson
both agree that their biggest achievement is the
diversity in membership
and the ability to “agree to
disagree.” The group has
grown from two members
to 75. “We are like an

ondary education, contributed funds toward the trip
because the students had
scheduled a college visit
to Whitworth in Spokane.
Thursday, after touring the
campus and seeing what
the college has to offer, the
students continued their
excursion to Seattle.
But the fun did not
stop there. The students
joined in the big city
hustle-bustle by packing
in visits to Pike’s Market,
Seattle Aquarium, Argosy
Cruises Seattle Harbor
Tour, shopping downtown,
Space Needle, Woodland
Park Zoo, Pacific Science
Center, Chulilly Garden
and Glass, Experience
Music Project Museum,
Chinatown International
District and a movie.
Jodi Morgan, NHS
Advisor and high school
counselor, has directed
Thompson Falls’ NHS
program for the last 9
years. “This is the first
Please turn to page 14

Elks brighten
TF Main Street

A bighorn ram took a tour of Thompson
Falls High School facilities last week. The
sheep was spotted east of Thompson Falls,
went through the old mill site, and up Golf
Street toward the high school. It then traveled across the football field and up the
hill toward the high school campus.

by Shana Neesvig
For the last 17 years,
Women for a Better
Sanders County (WBSC)
have been hard at work
trying to make positive
enhancements to Sanders
County.
“We love Sanders
County so we do not want
to change it,” said Linda
Haywood, WBSC member.
“We just want to enhance
it.” So, that is the mission
they are working toward.
The group started in
2010 when Peggy Johnson
and Carolyn Hidy got in
touch with one another.
Even though they had
different political backgrounds, they felt it would
benefit the county if
women could come together and form a non-partisan,
unbiased group that would
take all facets of issues and

by Shana Neesvig
Fourteen National Honor
Society (NHS) members
of Thompson Falls High
School attended a funfilled weekend in Seattle to
celebrate their classwork
accomplishments and
achievements.
The students spent a
long weekend, from Nov.
9-12, visiting the “Emerald
City” and took in as many
sites as possible. Funding
for the trip was collected
through many fundraising
activates throughout the
year. NHS students sell
cookie dough in the fall,
host dessert auctions in
the winter and maintain a
snack vending machine at
the school. These on-going
activities help pay for trips
such as these, membership
dues and induction ceremonies.
GEAR Up, a Montana
program funded through
U.S. Department of
Education designed to prepare students for post-sec-

octopus,” said Johnson. “It
is like we have feelers out
everywhere,” she continued. There is a member
who has a personal interest or specializes in every
aspect of the county.
One project the group
is currently working on
is placing “Road to the
Buffalo” signage at four
turnouts along Highway
200; at the Idaho-Montana
state line, Noxon viewpoint, Thompson Falls and

Weeksville. They hope
to shed light on the history of the area and give
people a reason to travel
the route. The group is
currently in the sign
design phase and waiting
an encroachment permit
from MT Department of
Transportation. Matching
funds were awarded for this
project from the Montana
Department of Tourism.
Other activates WBSC

by Justin Harris
“It was something in
the community that needed done, so we did it,”
could be the motto of the
Benevolent Order of the
Elks in Thompson Falls,
but it is actually a quote
from one of its officers
regarding the lodge’s latest
effort.
Guy Engebretson was
employed with the power
company when he first
moved to the area in 1982.
At that time, employees
from the utility would
put up the Christmas

decorations on the street
lights on Main Street in
Thompson Falls. “The city
already had those decorations when I arrived, so
who knows how old they
were,” said Engebretson,
“but I got to looking at
them and saw how worn
out they were getting – not
to mention the outdated
lights on them.” He then
took an idea to the lodge
to find funding and refurbish the old decorations.
“The lodge was pretty
excited about the project.
Please turn to page 14

Please turn to page 14

More memories per mile.

Life out here is all about exploring the wide open spaces.
With over 200 ATMs and a user-friendly mobile app that
includes snap and go check deposits for easy banking on the fly,
we offer local banking wherever the open road takes you.
Never slow your roll.

Here for life.
fsbmsla.com
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Battling in the Bigfoot

Blue Hawk club wrestlers go at it in Spokane
by John Hamilton
The Blue Hawk Wrestling
Club wrestlers battled gamely at the
Bigfoot Battle in Spokane Saturday,
as nine of the club’s finest competed
in the prestigious youth tournament at
the Spokane Convention Center.
Although club coach Mike
Thilmony said all of the local grapplers performed very well in Spokane,
his son Trae Thilmony turned in the
best result, winning six matches while
losing only two in the Middle School
– 102 pound division and grabbing a
fifth place medal for his efforts.
“Trae lost 5-4 to a very good
wrestler in the second round but came
back strong to earn his medal,” a
proud coach Thilmony said, “and he
won a really good match in the final
for fifth and sixth place.”
Trae Thilmony was one of five

middle school grapplers from the
club competing in Spokane. “All five
of our middle school kids did really
well,” coach Thilmony said. “The
Bigfoot Battle is one of the biggest
tournaments in the Pacific Northwest
and it takes a lot to place in the top
six of a tournament like this that
draws competitors from all over the
western U.S.”
That said, Spur Ryan went 0-2
in the Middle School – 97 pound
class, Elijah Ratliff went 1-2 at
MS-97, Max Hannum went 0-2 at
MS-114 and Shane Reishus was 1-2
at MS-119. Wrestling in the Bantam
class, Weston Block won one of three
matches in Spokane.
Grappling in the True Beginner
division, which gave each wrestler three round-robin matches
while competing in pre-determined

groups of four, Hartleigh Block (37
pounds), Weston Haun (39) and Lane
Thilmony (48) all enjoyed their day
of wrestling in the Bigfoot Battle.
“It kind of shows how tough the
competition is in this thing when even
the True Beginners are pretty good
wrestlers,” coach Thilmony offered.
“But it was great experience for our
kids to get going up against competition like that.”
Now that the Bigfoot Battle is
done, club wrestlers turn their attention to the next big thing, the King of
the Mountain, another semi-national
tournament with even better competition than at the Bigfoot Battle, in
Denver, Dec. 1-2.
“We will see a lot of the same
wrestlers we saw in Spokane,” coach
Thilmony said, “plus some from other
locales like the Midwest and Arizona.

VanElswyk, Stiles earn net honors
courtesy photo

TRAE THILMONY took fifth place in his weight class in the
prestigious Bigfoot Battle youth wrestling tournament
in Spokane last week. Thilmony and several other club
wrestlers will compete in the King of the Mountain tournament in Denver Dec. 1-2.

Jase Sorenson
named All-State
Thompson Falls senior
Jase Sorenson has been
named to the Class B AllState football team, it was
announced early this week.
The starting quarterback
on offense and a hard-hitting linebacker on defense,
Sorenson was honored as
first team Western B AllConference linebacker, and
joins 13 other Western B
all-stars on the B All-State
team.
Also a standout wrestler for Thompson Falls,
Sorenson won second place
at 170 pounds in the State
B-C meet last winter and
will be grappling for gold
this upcoming mat season.
Sorenson was the only Falls
player named all-conference or all-state in football
this fall.
Eureka, which won a
second straight State B grid
title with a 47-7 win over
visiting Shelby Saturday,
dominated the Western
B and All-State B teams.
The Lions had five players

named to the All-State B
team.
Coached by Jared
Koskela, the Blue Hawks
finished season play with a
2-7 record earlier this fall.

Thompson Falls senior
Lexy VanElswyk and
junior Maya Stiles have
been named to the 2017
District 7B All-Conference
volleyball team. Both Lady
Hawks were named to the
second team on the 7B
squad.
Regular season 7B
champion Eureka and second place Bigfork dominated the all-conference squad.
Eureka had three first team

picks and two second selections, while Bigfork had
two players earn first team
honors and two others second team.
Kassi Peterson and
Liz Pacella of Eureka, and
Abby Ellison of Bigfork
earned All-State B recognition.
The District 7B honors team was selected by
league coaches following
the regular season of play.

District 7B Volleyball
2017 All-Conference
First team
Kassi Peterson, OH,
Eureka; Abby Ellison, OH,
Bigfork; Liz Pacella, S,
Eureka; Aurora Becquart,
MB, Troy; Rylee Morgan,
L, Eureka; Jamie Berg, MH,
Bigfork; Kaitlyn Dowey, L,
Troy.
Second team
Lexy VanElswyk, MH,

Thompson Falls; Brooke
Fraley, OH, Bigfork; Erynn
Their, OH, Eureka; Maya
Stiles, DS, Thompson
Falls; Allie Coldwell, OH,
Troy; Aubrey Halverson, S,
Bigfork; Sienna Utter, OH,
Eureka.
All-State B
Peterson, Eureka;
Ellison, Bigfork; Pacella,
Eureka.

Western B Football
2017 All-Conference
First Team Offense
Center – Braeden Beck,
Loyola; Offensive Line
– Joey McElroy, Loyola;
Colter Syzmoniak, Eureka;
Karson Wheat, Deer
Lodge; Logan Gilliard,
Bigfork; Tight End – Logan
Taylor, Bigfork; Receiver
– David Koppang, Loyola;
Brenton Pluid, Eureka;
Marcus Zeiler, Florence;
Quarterback – Garrett
Graves, Eureka; Running
Back – Chet McCully,
Eureka; Ryan Tirrell, Loyola.
First Team Defense
Defensive Back – Hank
Dunn, Eureka; David
Koppang, Loyola; Clayton
Reichenbach, Bigfork;

Ledger file photo

CELEBRATING A WINNING POINT during a match earlier this fall, Kexy VanElswyk (13) and Maya Stiles (1) earned
Please turn to page 11 District 7B All-Conference recognition for their fine play this past season.

SANDERS COUNTY
SPORTS CALENDAR
fsbmsla.com

PROUD SPONSOR
OF OUR COMMUNITY

WRESTLING
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 1-2
Polson Invitational

BOYS BASKETBALL
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 1-2
Tip Off Tournament at Frenchtown
Saturday, Dec. 2
Thompson Falls at Libby

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 1-2
Tip Off Tournament at Frenchtown
Saturday, Dec. 2
Thompson Falls at Libby

High school football champions
were crowned around Montana last
week as the fall prep sports seasons
came to an end.
Perhaps of the most local interest,
Eureka repeated as State B champs
by destroying Shelby 47-7 in the
championship game at Eureka. Led
by Montana Grizzly recruit Garrett
Graves, who was injured in the
early going of the game but refused
to come out, the Lions laid claim
to being the best Class B team in
Montana, and just maybe the best
team at any level of prep football in
the state.
Also of local interest out here in
the hinterlands of western Montana,
the Columbia Falls Wildcats of the
Northwest A division knocked off
Southwest A champion Hamilton
26-14 in Columbia Falls for the State
A title, and Flint Creek, a co-op
program between Drummond and
Philipsburg, won the State C 8-Man
championship by defeating the
Forsyth Dogies 44-30 in Philipsburg.
One year after losing to Hot
Springs in the State C 6-Man championship game, the Westby-Grenora
Mon-Dak Thunder finally won their

first State C title by defeating the
Bridger Scouts 68-37 in Bridger.
The Billings Senior Broncs repeated as State AA champs by holding off
the Helena Bengals 21-12 at Daylis
Stadium in Billings Friday night.
***
Uh oh, hell has finally frozen over
in Missoula as the Montana Grizzlies
have now lost two straight football
games to the Montana State Bobcats,
following Saturday’s 31-23 defeat in
Bozeman.
Hold your breath Griz fans as this
is the first time the Cats have won
two games in a row in this long-running series in a very long time. It was
also the Bobcats’ first win over the
Griz in Bozeman since way back in
2005.
The Grizzlies would have most
likely made the playoffs with a win
over the Cats, but finish the season
5-3 in Big Sky play and 7-4 overall
instead. MSU completes its season
5-3 in conference and 5-6 overall.
Although my former bosses here
at the Ledger, ardent Bobcat supporters Tom and Bina Eggensperger

undoubtedly love Saturday’s result, it
has caused a lot of hand-wringing and
worry about the state of the Griz football program out here in the western
portion of the state.
So much so that earlier this week,
Montana decided not to rehire coach
Bob Stitt.
I guess Stitt is done happening
with Grizzly football at least.
***

Thanksgiving
thanks
The following may not have much
to do with the game of sports, but it
does talk to the game of life in our
neck of the woods, like I said earlier,
out here in the hinterlands of western
Montana.
For my Thanksgiving this year, I
have decided to give thanks to some
of the fine people of Sanders County.
Working in largely thankless jobs that
help the everyday world keep
Please turn to page 11
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Ledger photos by John Hamilton

LADY HAWK FRESHMAN Jody Detlaff fires up a shot
during practice at TFHS Monday. Look for Sanders County
sports team previews in next week’s issue of the Ledger.

View
Continued from page 10
spinning for the rest of us,
these folks, in my opinion
at least, deserve some very
real thanks for all that they
do.
I will start right at
the top with our Sanders
County Sheriff Tom
Rummel, mainly for his
fine work during our
extreme wildfire situation
in late August and into
the first few weeks of
September.
Thank you Tom and
here is why…
With wildfires burning
all over the county, as our
sheriff you were tasked
with the incredibly difficult
job of making sure everyone was safe and remained

that way.
That meant being the
final authority on some
very important things, like
on deciding who should
be evacuated from their
homes and when as the
fires seemed intent on
closing in on those homes
and other important private
properties. It was a volatile
situation that required a
cool head and calm thinking, and you came through
in spades during our latest
wildfire crisis.
And it required working closely with fire officials from the U.S. Forest
Service and the Montana
DNRC to determine an
emergency strategy, and to
carry that strategy out to
the public.
When it came time to
finally pull the trigger and
call for evacuations, you

did what you had to do and
you did it in a compassionate, caring manner. I have
a couple friends who live
in an area where the Sheep
Gap fire was bearing down
on outside of Plains who
said that they were moved
by how you reluctantly, but
correctly, induced them into
leaving their home when
the fire came too close.
Along those same lines,
volunteer fire departments
don’t seem very important
until, that is, you really
need them. All the VFDs
in this area – from Noxon,
Hot Springs, Plains, Dixon,
Trout Creek and Thompson
Falls – play critical roles
when fires, residential or
out in the forest, break out.
Reflecting on an admiration for all you volunteer
firefighters, I would like
to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to
Thompson Falls Rural Fire
Chief Mark Reeser.
Thank you Mark and
here is why…
You and all your fellow volunteer firefighters
from all corners of Sanders
County are doing an incredibly important job for all
of us who live in this fireprone area. Although not
paid for doing it, you take
training on your own time
(or away from your regular
job) and become available
to respond to fires at any
time of the day or night.
I am singling out Mark
because, let’s face it, he
deserves it. He has been
the Thompson Falls Rural
Fire Chief for many years
now and, speaking from
my position as fire prevention specialist for the U.S.
Forest Service, has always
been more than helpful in
helping me carry out my
duties.
Another person who
deserves gratitude from
many of us and not just
me, Janet Cox seems to be
like our very own Florence
Nightingale on wheels in
her volunteer work with
the Thompson Falls ambulance.
Thank you Janet and
here is why…
Sure, Janet is only
one of many people who
volunteer their time and
skills, but it seems like she
puts a little more into it
than would be nominally

Bowling Scores
Sponsored by

THOMPSON FALLS
MONDAY NITE GALS
W		
L
Talk of the Town
26
14
Dangerous Dames
20.5 19.5
Rock ‘n Bowl
19.5 20.5
Whitefish Credit Union
19
21
Rehbein Enterprises
18
22
Dolls with Balls
17
23
Team Scr. Game: Talk of the Town, 468;
Scr. Series: Whitefish Credit Union,
1220; Hcp. Game: Talk of the Town,
671; Hcp. Series: Dangerous Dames,
1835; Inv. Scr. Game: Linde Pavlik,
196; Scr. Series: Sandi Torres, 486; Hcp.
Game: Linde Pavlik, 252; Hcp. Series:
Eileen Turk, 645.
BOWLING BEAUTIES
W
L
B & D Trucking
26 14
Realty Northwest
23 17
Gardner Ranch
21.5 18.5
Mad Hatters
18 20
Sunflower Gallery
15 25
Clay Pots
14.5 25.5
Team Scr. Game: B & D Trucking, 478;
Scr. Series: Realty Northwest, 1306;
Hcp. Game: B & D Trucking, 700; Hcp.
Series: B & D Trucking, 1930; Inv. Scr.
Game: Susan Sweatman, 187; Scr.
Series: Susan Sweatman, 486; Hcp.
Game: Susan Sweatman, 261; Hcp.
Series: Susan Sweatman, 708.

Internet plus TV

25
Mbps

High-Speed
Internet

Ask about
internet with
download speeds
of 25 Mbps!

Call Eagle Satellite!

190 Channels

49

$

plus taxes

/mo.

with America’s Top 120

Requires credit qualification, 2-year commitment
with early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

(800) 386-7222
Offer ends 1/15/18. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

99

required.
Personally speaking,
Janet was one of the folks
who answered my distress
call with the ambulance
when I injured myself
while out cutting firewood
last year. Her calm, reassuring manner with me helped
quiet my inner demons and
allow her and the rest of the
ambulance crew to promptly deliver my broken body
to the Clark Fork Valley
Hospital in Plains.
Upon relating this incident to some other folks
who have worked on the
Thompson Falls ambulance
crew in the past, I learned
that Janet is kind of a go-to
person for the rest of the
organization, and is counted
on heavily to keep things
running smoothly. The
word is, Janet is especially
valuable, and seemingly
always available, when a
midwife type of assistance
is required.
Danielle Wood is not
a board member of the
Thompson Falls Chamber
of Commerce, but she is
obviously an important
member of that team as its
secretary. Look no further
than the Capitol Christmas
Tree day in Thompson Falls
last week for proof.
Thank you Danielle and
here is why...
Although you reportedly don’t get paid much
more than a volunteer, you
took on the job of getting
all the moving parts of
the tree’s stopover visit in
working order.
That meant coordinating the efforts of everyone
involved – the contingent
accompanying the tree, the
sheriff’s office, the U.S.
Forest Service office in
Plains, the teachers and students from the Thompson
Falls elementary school,
and various other organizations – setting an agenda,
publicizing that agenda and
helping the event go the
way it was intended.
On that score, you succeeded wonderfully, as it
was a great event on Main
Street in Thompson Falls
last Wednesday and, for
that, you should be held
personally responsible, in a
very good kind of way.

OVER THE HILL GANG W			 L
First Security Bank		 24		 12
Joker’s Wild		 20		 16
Com’ Bak Kids
19.5 16.5
Mixed Nuts
15.5 20.5
Fun Team		 15		 21
Leftovers		 14		 22
Team Scr. Game: Leftovers, 652; Hcp.
Game: Leftovers, 853; Scr. Series:
Leftovers, 1920; Hcp. Series: Leftovers,

A RETURNING ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYER for the Hawks,
senior Danny Hoisington is pictured shooting as Ethan
Brown defends at TFHS gym Monday.

Sorenson
Continued from page 10
Brenton Pluid, Eureka;
Linebacker – Garett Graves,
Eureka; Ryan Tirrell, Loyola;
Jake Kindel, Eureka; Jase
Sorenson, Thompson Falls;
Defensive End – Mason
Davis Eureka; Curtis
Williams, Loyola; Defensive
Line – Karson Wheat, Deer
Lodge; Logan Gilliard,
Bigfork; Punter – David
Koppang, Loyola; Kicker –
Simon Granberg, Eureka;
Return Specialist – Brenton
Pluid, Eureka.
Second Team Offense
Center – Stetson Miller,
Eureka; Offensive Line
– Seth Harris, Florence;
James Williams Eureka;
Curtis Williams, Loyola;
Austin Forson, Deer Lodge;
Receiver – Hank Dunn,
Eureka; Cooper Waters,
Loyola; Anders Epperly,
Bigfork; Running Back –
Gabe Byrne, Anaconda;
Randy Stultz, Bigfork.

2483; MEN’S - Scr. Game: Dick Browne,
187; Hcp. Game: Ron Reedy, 231; Scr.
Series: Dick Browne, 537; Hcp. Series:
Dick Browne, 657; WOMEN’S - Scr.
Game: Anita Brown, 151; Hcp. Game:
Anita Brown, 236; Scr. Series: Ginger
Ward, 426; Hcp. Series: Anita Brown,
639.

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITY WHILE
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT
TOURS AVAILABLE THE
1 DAY OF EACH MONTH
ST

INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE
W		 L
Internet Kitchen		 24 16
Moore Oil
23.5 16.5
Bernie’s Auto		 22 18
Team #1
20.5 19.5
First Security Bank		 18 22
Highlead		 12 28
Team Scr. Game: Bernie’s Auto, 741;
Scr. Series: Bernie’s Auto, 2065; Hcp.
Game: Bernie’s Auto, 832; Hcp. Series:
Team #1, 2329; Inv. Scr. Game: Ron
Beaty, 214; Scr. Series: Ron Beaty, 559;
Hcp. Game: Gary Thompson, 251; Hcp.
Series: Ed Wall, 636.
FRIDAY NITE LIGHTS		 W		
L
Hagedorn Land		 29 11
Faux Show Painting
20
20
Lyght & Lyght
19.5 20.5
Rimrock Lanes		 18 22
Hi Ballers
17.5 22.5
Dougs Drug
13 27
Team Scr. Game: Hagedorn Land,
674; Scr. Series: Hagedorn Land,
1891; Hcp. Game: Hi Ballers, 885; Hcp.
Series: Hi Ballers, 2475; MEN’S Scr.
Game: John Torres, 223; Scr. Series:
Bernie Groshong, 583; Hcp. Game:
John Torres, 265; Hcp. Series: Bernie
Groshong, 689; WOMEN’S - Scr.
Game: Sandi Torres, 179; Scr. Series:
Sandi Torres, 516; Hcp. Game: Nancy
Gressang, 220; Hcp. Series: Nancy
Gressang, 625.

ATTENTION HUNTERS
We have Beetles that want
to clean your Deer,
Elk, Bear, etc.

SKULL ARTISTRY
Specializing in European Skull Mounts

Dwight & Faith Zimmerman
827-0502

Second Team Defense
Defensive Back – Marcus
Zeiler, Florence, Austin
Varner, Bigfork; Jonathan
Schmidt, Eureka; Cooper
Waters, Loyola; Linebacker
– Dax Miller, Florence;
Michael Bedford, Bigfork;
Jayden Dillon, Bigfork;
Reed Noyd, Loyola;
Defensive End – Brady
Thorness, Bigfork; Seth
Harris, Florence; Defensive
Line – Joey McElroy,
Loyola; Colter Syzmoniak,
Eureka; Punter – Colby
Kohlman, Florence; Kicker
– Austin Ogilvie, Loyola;
Return Specialist – David
Koppang, Loyola.
All-State B
Graves, Eureka;
Koppang, Loyola; Pluid,
Eureka; McElroy, Loyola;
Gilliard, Bigfork; Stultz,
Bigfork; Wheat, Deer
Lodge; Miller, Florence;
Dunn, Eureka; Zeiler,
Florence; Twite, Loyola;
McCully, Eureka; Kindel,
Eureka; Sorenson,
Thompson Falls.

Please Call To Reserve A Spot
17 E Main Street
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
406.547.3466

www.blackbuttecopper.com

See you
tomorrow.
I’m headed
home.
A good day at work always ends the
same way. You’re efficient. You’re
productive. And you go home safe.
At Montana State Fund, we have the
programs to help you make every day
at work that kind of good day. Learn
more at safemt.com.

855 Front Street
Helena, MT 59601

Work hard. Be safe.
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Brushing up on painting for TRACS Toastmasters sets open house
by Justin Harris
Early signups are
encouraged for the everpopular upcoming Cheers to
Painting class, instructed by
artist Michelle Blackstone.
One of the perks for this
event includes some good
karma, as proceeds from
the event will benefit
Thompson River Animal
Care Shelter (TRACS). The
no-kill animal shelter is
ramping up for the winter

season and taking care of
ongoing projects – including the reconstruction of the
cattery that partially burned,
leaving cat quarters scarce.
The TRACS Fundraiser
Paint Night promises to be a
good time and will provide
participants with a selfmade souvenir to adorn the
walls of their abode.
The Cheers to Painting
fundraiser event is slated
for Saturday, Nov. 25,

Property
Assessment
Visits
Property valuation staff may be visiting your property during the
upcoming tax year to conduct an on-site review for property tax
purposes. Notify your local DOR in writing within 30 days of this
publication if you wish to be present.
For an appointment or further information, contact the
local Department of Revenue office.

beginning 5 p.m. at the
Elks Lodge in Thompson
Falls. The $50 donation for
the class is tax-deductible
and includes everything an
inexperienced artist might
need to complete the project: brushes and paints, a 16
x 20 canvas, Blackstone’s
effective instruction, dinner
and a beverage. Those wishing for seconds on a drink
can purchase from the Elks
bartender at regular price.
The subject for this
class’s painting will be a
rustic barn.
There will also be items
available for bidding in
silent auctions. If anyone
has items they’d like to
donate to the silent auction
contact TRACS at 8278722.
Advanced registration
is required and ‘first-come,
first-served’ by phone. Call
546-6559 to register or for
more information.

empower individuals to
How does a member served.
“Toastmasters offers become more effective
of Toastmasters
people so many tools to communicators and
International go from
wallflower to speaker
improve their speaking
leaders. Worldwide,
there are over 352,000
with power? From
and leadership skills
members, in 16,400
lacking drive to “I
--it’s amazing,” said
President Gigi Comer.
clubs, in 141 countries.
always strive,” from
“The program meets
Thompson Falls
few accomplishments
to confidence, from “I
people at whatever skill Toastmasters was
chartered Sept. 20,
don’t dare to dream” to
level they are at. We
learn as we go, and we
2005.
“I can lead that team?”
have lots of fun, too.”
For more
Thompson Falls
The mission
information, call
Toastmasters will hold
an open house next
of Toastmasters
President Gigi Comer,
International is to
827-3277.
Thursday, Nov. 30 for
community members to
find out.
The open house is a
demonstration meeting
from noon to 1 p.m.
in the meeting room
of Whitefish Credit
Nuverra has immediate openings for CDL
Union, 107 Pond Street, Class A truck drivers, roustabouts and
Thompson Falls. All
diesel mechanics.
are welcome to attend
To apply go to www.nuverra.com/careers
or contact the office at 701-842-3618.
the “no pressure” event.
Refreshments will be

Community Calendar Nov.-Dec.

23

Thanksgiving Day

Upcoming Events in Sanders County
Have a community event
you would like listed?
Email ledgerads@blackfoot.net
Subject line: community calendar
26

27

28

24

25

Cancer Network
Lantern Launch, 6
p.m., Fairgrounds

TRACS
Fundraiser, 5 p.m.,
Elks Lodge

29

Hucklleberry
Festival Meeting, 6
p.m., Trout Creek
Senior Center

30

Special Open
House Thompson
Falls
Toastmasters,
noon, Whitefish
Credit Union

1 Christmas on Main Street, 2
Thompson Falls
Bazaar, 10-4 p.m., TFHS
Gym
Gingerbread Contest, 1-5
p.m., Old Jail Museum
Book Sale, 10 a.m., Library
Parade, 6:30 p.m.
Music at Rex Theatre after
parade

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

§71-1-301, et. seq., Montana Code Annotated.

LEISZ LAW OFFICE, P.C.
Attorney Naomi R. Leisz
2977 Highway 200, Ste. 101 & 102
P.O. Box 1673
Trout Creek, MT 59874
Tel: (406) 827-8600
Fax: (406) 827-8601
e-mail: naomileiszlaw@Blackfoot.net
Attorney for Personal Representative
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF SANDRA LEE
MCNEELEY, Deceased. Probate No. DP-17-36
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed Personal Representative
of the above-named estate on September 15,
2017. All persons having claims against the
said deceased are required to present their
claims within four months after the date of the
first publication of this notice or said claims will
be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to DANIEL D. MCDONALD, the Personal Representative, return
receipt requested, at c/o LEISZ LAW OFFICE, P.
C., Attorney Naomi R. Leisz, P.O. Box 1673, Trout
Creek, MT 59874 or filed with the Clerk of the
above Court at the following address: Clerk
of District Court, Candace Fisher, P.O. Box 519,
Thompson Falls, Mt. 59873.
DATED this 15TH day of September, 2017.
DANIEL D. MCDONALD
Personal Representative

TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S SALE on
February 28, 2018, at 10:00 o’clock in the a.m.
at the Main Entrance to the Sanders County
Courthouse located at 1111 Main Street in
Thompson Falls, MT 59873, the following described real property situated in Sanders County, Montana:

Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 9, 16 and 23, 2017
PUBLIC NOTICE
Blackfoot provides local phone and broadband services in many Montana communities
at reasonable and affordable rates. A federal
program designed to promote “universal service” to all areas of the nation makes affordable
rates possible. Companies participating in this
program are required to advertise theses services on an annual basis. As a participant in the
universal service program, Blackfoot provides
access to single line phone service, emergency
services (911), directory assistance (411), operator services (0+), long distance limitation
services, as well as broadband internet access
services. For questions or to order new services
please call Blackfoot’s customer care team at
406-541-5000 or visit us at www.blackfoot.com
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30 and Dec. 7, 2017
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
When recorded return to:
LEISZ LAW OFFICE, P.C.
Attorney Naomi R. Leisz
2977 Hwy 200, Suite 101 & 102
P.O. Box 1673
Trout Creek, MT 59874
Tel: (406) 827-8600
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE OF THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY which
is secured by a Trust Indenture is hereby given
by Naomi R. Leisz, Attorney at Law, LEISZ LAW
OFFICE, P.C. pursuant to the provisions of the
“Small Tract Financing Act of Montana” Section

A parcel of land located in the Southwest quarter (SW¼) of Section 11, township 26 North,
Range 33 West, PMM, Sanders County, Montana further described on Certificate of Survey No. 1273, filed for record August 11, 1993,
Sanders County records.
THE NAME OF THE GRANTOR, TRUSTEE, THE
BENEFICIARY IN THE TRUST INDENTURE, ANY
OF THE SUCCESSOR(S) IN INTEREST TO THE BENEFICIARY, AND ANY SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE(S)
ARE:
GRANTOR:
PETER H. JOLLYMORE and
GEORGIA JOLLYMORE, as Grantor(s)
ORIGINAL TRUSTEE:
NAOMI R. LEISZ,
Attorney at Law, as Trustee
BENEFICIARY:
STEPHEN M. HENDRICK,
Personal Representative of the Estate of Arline
M. Hendrick,
RECORDING DATA: The following instruments
and documents have been recorded in the
Clerk and Recorder’s Office in Sanders County,
Montana on the date and with recording information as indicated:
Montana Trust Indenture: Dated October 2,
2007 and recorded on October 10, 2007, under
Document No. 272544, and Micro No. 59956
Sanders County Records.
Assignment: Notice of the Assignment of the
Promissory Note and Trust Indenture was recorded on October 10, 2007, Micro No. 59957,
Document No. 272545, wherein Assignor, Stephen M. Hendrick as the Personal Representative of the Estate of Arline M. Hendrick agreed
to assign his interest in the Promissory Note
and Trust Indenture to Stephen M. Hendrick
and Judy Hendrick as joint tenants, John F.
Hendrick and Lorna Hendrick as Joint Tenants,
and Gayle A. Walters and Jack Walters as joint
tenants.
A DEFAULT HAS OCCURRED: The nonpayment
of the amounts due pursuant to the Note and
Trust Indenture both dated October 2, 2007,
referenced above (and all their extensions, renewals, modifications or substitutions).
AMOUNT DUE:
The total amount due on
this loan as of October 25, 2017 is
$58,741.32 principal, interest at the rate of 9.0%
now totaling $2,491028, plus accruing interest
in the amount of $14.48 per diem, late charges,
and other costs and fees that may be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipated and may disburse
such amounts a may be required to preserve
and protect the property and for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent,
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the
Grantor(s). If such amounts are paid by the
Beneficiary, the amounts of taxes will be added
to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust.
Other expenses to be charged against the pro-

ceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s fees and
attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the sale
and late charges if any.
The Trustee at the direction of the Beneficiary,
hereby elects to sell the property to satisfy the
aforesaid obligations.
TERMS: The bid price may be paid immediately upon the close of bidding in cash or
cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified
checks or cashier’s check). the conveyance will
be made by Trustee’s Deed without any representation or warranty, including warranty
of title, express or implied, as the sale is made
strictly on an as-in, where-is basis, without
limitation, the sale is being made subject to all
existing conditions, if any, of lead paint, mold
or other environmental or health hazards. The
sale is a public sale and any person, including
the beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee,
may bid at the sale. The sale purchaser shall
be entitled to possession of the property of the
10th day after the sale.
DATE:
February 28, 2018
TIME:
10:00 a.m.
PLACE: Front entrance of the Sanders County
Courthouse, 1111 Main Street, West, Thompson
Falls, Montana.
RIGHT TO CURE: The grantor, successor in interest to the grantor or any other person having
an interest in the property, at any time prior to
the trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary or
the successor in interest to the beneficiary the
entire amount then due under the deed of trust
and the obligation secured thereby (including
cost and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then be due had no default
occurred and thereby cure the default. The
scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by
public proclamation up to 15 days for any reason, and in the event of a bankruptcy filing, the
sale may be postponed by the trustee for up to
120 days by public proclamation at least every
30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Dated this 27th day of October, 2017.
/s/ Naomi R. Leisz
Naomi R. Leisz
Trustee
STATE OF MONTANA )
:ss.
County of Sanders
)
On this 27th day of October 2017, before me,
a Notary Public for the State of Montana, personally appeared before me NAOMI R. LEISZ,
known to me to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the
same.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my official seal the day and
year above written.
/s/ Roberta M. Christenson
Notary Signature
Roberta M. Christenson
Notary Public for the
State of Montana
Residing in Thompson Falls, MT
My commission expires

July 29, 2021
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE”S SALE
308041 Book: 1 Recordings Page 89175 Pages:
2
State of Montana Sanders County
Nichol Scribner Clerk and Recorder
Fee: $14 By: /s/ Brenda Franck
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 9, 16 and 23, 2017
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
LEISZ LAW OFFICE, P.C.
Attorney Naomi R. Leisz
2977 Highway 200, Ste. 101 & 102
P.O. Box 1673
Trout Creek, MT 59874
Tel: (406) 827-8600
Fax: (406) 827-8601
e-mail: naomileiszlaw@Blackfoot.net
Attorney for Personal Representative
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JERRY FRANCIS MCDOWELL, Deceased. Probate No. DP 1743 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed Personal Representative of
the above-named estate on November 6, 2017.
All persons having claims against the said deceased are required to present their claims
within four months after the date of the first
publication of this notice or said claims will be
forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to KATHERINE
FERGUSON, the Personal Representative, return receipt requested, at c/o LEISZ LAW OFFICE, P. C., Attorney Naomi R. Leisz, P.O. Box
1673, Trout Creek, MT 59874 or filed with the
Clerk of the above Court at the following address: Clerk of District Court, Candace Fisher,
P.O. Box 519, Thompson Falls, Mt. 59873.
DATED this 6TH day of November, 2017.
KATHERINE FERGUSON
Personal Representative
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 9, 16 and 23, 2017
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SANDERS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
WELL REGULATIONS
The Board of County Commissioners, Sanders
County, Montana are requesting public comment for the Sanders County Environmental
Health Well Regulations.
The purpose of this regulation is to protect
the quality and potability of water for public
water supplies and domestic uses by tracking
and verifying the location of new wells and to
ensure compliance with 50-2-116 MCA, ARM
36.21.638, ARM 17.36.323, ARM 17.36.918, and
Sanders County Wastewater Treatment Regulations.
The public hearing will be held on the 6th day
of December, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., in the Commissioners’ Conference Room, Second Floor,
1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls, Montana.
Any person with questions, needing further
information or wishing to submit comments,
Please turn to page 13
MNAXLP
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BUSINESS
SERVICES

HELP
WANTED

STYGER’S SMALL ENGINE
REPAIR Lawn mowers (no
riders), chain saws, tillers,
snow blowers. 827-7673. tf

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
888-607-2000.
www.aa-montana.org. tf

Flat Iron Mini Storage, 3
sizes available. 827-4585.
52/7/31/17*

AUTOMOBILES

MISC.
TRL IS SEEKING A BOILER/
KILN OPERATOR with a
“hands on” approach. This
person will need to be team
oriented, able to operate the
boilers and kilns in and efficient and safe manner. Must
have a minimum of Montana Class 2 Boiler License.
This facility runs 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year, requiring a rotating day/night
work schedule utilizing 7
on and 7 off. Call Curt at
406-546-6237 or pick up an
application at the TRL main
office.
4/7
GLACIER CROSS ROADS
MOTEL in Plains is seeking
a motivated individual for a
part time position. Sunday
and possibly an additional
day each week. $11/ hour.
Email your resume to info@
quinnshotsprings.com or
Fax to 406-826-4190. 2/23

BUSINESS
SERVICES
4 Kids Mini Storage.
Now
open
in
T.
Falls. Lighted units.
Monthly rate 10x20,
$55. 10x10, $35. 8263656.
52/6.27.17*
PLAINS PHYSICAL THERAPY:
Emily Herndon, DPT. Mon.,
Wed., Fri. by appointment.
12 Montana Hwy 28., Plains,
MT. 826-4383.
tf
T. Falls Mini Storage
& Levi Thrift Store.
Storage units avail., 10
diff. sizes to choose from.
Next to Harvest Foods.
On-site security. 8274803.
tf

MISC.

FOR SALE: Firewood, 16”
split, delivered within 5
miles of Thompson Falls,
$160 full cord. 4 brand new
snow tires 225-75-15, $250.
827-9519 or 370-4512. 		
5/23*
FOR SALE: Beautiful buckskin doug fir, by the cord.
847-2407
2/30
FOR SALE: 12’ X 14’ canvas
wall tent with frame. Asking $500. Great condition.
2/30
CHRISTMAS WREATHS
& SWAGS Pinecones &
plaid ribbon, 18”, $29; 24”,
$37. Vertical or horizontal swag, $40. Burgundy
, gold or silver or other
specialty ribbon, $45.
Larger swags available.
Locally crafted by Sherry
Hagerman-Benton. 8274515
5/7
GLACIAL LAKE MISSOULA
in Sanders County BY AIR
2018 calendars now for
sale (great gift idea) $20.
Buy them in THOMPSON
FALLS at Doug’s True Value or Bennett Realty; In
TROUT CREEK at Lakeside
Gift Shop; In PLAINS at
Ripples Ice Cream Parlor
or the Printery. Or ONLINE
at thompsonfalls.com. Call
Dave with any questions.
(406)544-4641.
tf
2018 “RUFF IN THE BUFF”
PHOTO CALENDAR features LOCAL dogs! Proceeds help LOCAL dogs/
owners through Sanders
County Dog Training Club.
Gorgeous, full color, limited
supply! $10 each, at Conoco, D&D, Highlead, Sweet
Hair Design, S&S Sports.

FOR SALE: 4 Goodyear
Wrangler 385/75/R16 on
American Racing 5 hole
Ford rims, $250. 612-3904451.
1/23*
1993 NISSAN PATHFINDER
4WD, runs good. $1600.
406-212-8965.
5/30*

LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE: 4 Hereford heifer
calves born March 2017,
406-240-4435.
2/23*

HOUSES
FOR RENT
DUPLEX IN T. FALLS Newly
remodeled 4 BD, 2 BA, W/D,
wood & elect. heat. Pet
ok. Water included. River
views. $700/mo., $700 deposit. 406-210-3718. 5/7*

MOBILE
FOR RENT: Spacious RV lot,
convenient location, 8275237.
5/7

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
GREAT VIEW OF THE RIVER
in T. Falls. 2 BD, 2 BA apt.
with W/D. No pets, no
smoking. Covered parking
w/outside storage. Great
for a retired couple. $580/
mo., 1st, last & $300 security. Available 12/1. 546-2557
nights & weekends.
tf

REAL ESTATE

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
Affordable
Apartments!
Head, spouse or
co-head of family
must be elderly (62+)
or physically disabled.
Rent assistance for those
who qualify. No Section
8
voucher
needed.
Electricity, water, sewer,
trash pickup included in
the rent. Air Conditioner
in each apartment, cable
TV and DISH network
Satellite TV avail. or free
antenna
connection.
Beautiful
location,
across from Power Park.
Convenient location, next
to medical clinic and near
post office. Thompson
Falls Lions Manor, 406827-3115. TTY 711
MONTANA
RELAY
800-253-4091
email:
lionsmanor@blackfoot.ne
t
tf

MANLEY

MINI
STORAGE
Prospect Creek
4 Sizes
406-827-4695

GOT
INK?
Get HP, Lexmark,
Canon, Epson
and Brother ink
cartridges at

THE LEDGER
603 Main Street
Thompson Falls

Ledger E-Edition
Access it at SCLedger.net

Homes

#20152898 3 bd, 3 ba
home,daylight basement,
dbl car garage, deck, great
location. Lowered $199,900

#21710010 4 bd, 2 ba home
on 1 acre with RV storage
&
enclosed
storage.
USFS nearby. $175K
#20153675 Privacy on 20
acres with house, shop,
spring
water,
scattered
timber with garden area
located in the Noxon area.
No
covenants!!
$245K

Please visit our website www.realty-northwest.com

1013 Main Street Thompson Falls, MT 406.827.9827

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Ad #283
Real Estate– Northwest
Montana – Company owned.
Small and large acre parcels.
Private. Trees and meadows.
National Forest boundaries.
Tungstenholdings.com (406)
293-3714
Ad #284
Northwest
Community
Health Center (NWCHC) is
looking add a team-oriented
Registered Dental Hygienist
(RDH) to its dental department. Applicant must have a
current Montana Licensure.
Full Job Description and to
Apply http://northwestchc.
org/jobs/
Ad #285
For Sale two 2012 16 x 80
mobile homes in great condition $43,900 each delivered and set up within 150
miles of Billings (406) 2594663

Ad #286
CDL DRIVER NEEDED TO
PULL HOPPER DOUBLES.
Home weekends. Full-time,
year-around work. Pay on
speedometer miles (starts at
up to 48 cents a mile counting bonuses). Health and
retirement benefits. Paid
vacation and holidays. Bonus packages. Must have or
be able to get a passport,
must have doubles endorsement. Must be able to go to
Canada. ELD Exempt Trucks.
Call or stop by Dale Bouma
Trucking, 6371 Hwy. 287,
Choteau, MT, (406) 4665324, 1-800-984-5324.
Ad #287
Virgelle Merc. Antiques
presents a “Real Country
Christmas” at a “Real Country
Store” Saturday and Sunday
Dec. 2nd & 3rd 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Antiques & Collectibles. Phone 1-800-426-2926
WWW.VirgelleMontana.com

Ad #288
ATTENTION EASTERN Montana
Hunters/Furharvesters. Petska Fur running
Bi-monthly routes. Actively
seeking Coyotes, Cats, Fox,
Deer/Elkhides and Antler.
Coyote market exceptional.
308-750-0700, www.petskafur.net.

Ad #289
FOR SALE Commercial office
property, Havre, MT. Leased
to USDA. Excellent cap rate.
$850,000. View @ www.shoberealty.com Call Jayson
Shobe @ 406-366-5125; jayson@shobeauction.com
Ad #290
As set out in the legal ad in
the Judith Basin Press, Judith Basin County is accepting bids for county-wide
rights of way weed control.
Call (406) 566-2241 for bid
packet, if no answer leave
message. Closing 11/27/17.
JBC reserves right to reject
any or all bids.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Continued from page 12
please contact: Shawn Sorenson at the Sanders County Sanitarian/Environmental Health
Office, P.O. Box 519, 1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls, MT 59873. (406) 827-6961 or ssorenson@co.sanders.mt.us.
Written comments are encouraged and will be
reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the
hearing if received by the Sanders County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days
prior to the hearing. All meetings and hearings
of the Board are handicapped accessible and if
accommodations are necessary, please advise
the Commissioners’ Office at 827-6966.

cated at 1111 W Main Street in Thompson Falls,
MT 59873, the following described real property situated in Sanders County, Montana:
A parcel of land located in a portion of Government Lot 1 in Section 26, and in a portion of
the SE1/4SE1/4 of Section 23, all in Township 24
North, Range 31 West, PMM, Sanders County,
Montana, further described as Lot 2 on Certificate of Survey No. 3151, on file in the office
of the Clerk and Recorder of Sanders County,
Montana.

Duane R Molitor and Teena S Molitor, as Grantors, conveyed said real property to Shalom
Rubanowitz, as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration
DATED this 14th day of November, 2017.
					 Systems, Inc. solely as nominee for LoanDepot.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS com, LLC, A Delaware Limited Liability CompaSanders County, Montana ny, as Beneficiary, by Deed of Trust on January
By/s/Carol Brooker 14, 2014, and recorded on August 11, 2014 as
Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer Book 1 Page 80822, Document No. 297639.
ATTEST:
Nichol Scribner, Clerk and Recorder-Assessor
Sanders County, Montana
By/s/Nichol Scribner
Nichol Scribner, Clerk and Recorder
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 16 and 23, 2017
The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
Letter of Intent
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Montana DNRC, Plains Unit is notifying you
as to our intent to harvest dead and dying timber damaged by the Sheep Gap Fire.
The first proposed sale will be known as the
Sheep Gap Fire Salvage. This proposed sale
is located approximately 6 air miles west of
Plains, MT, in the Deaf & Blind Trust Section 22,
Township 20 North, Range 27 West. This sale
would likely sell this fall, and is projected to
generate approximately 155 thousand board
feet of timber from 45 acres.
The Sheep Gap Fire Salvage is in the earliest
stages of planning, but would most likely involve seed tree harvests, with ground based
logging systems, and may require and would
include some minor improvements on existing
roads.
The second proposed sale will be known as
the Swamp Ridge Fire Salvage. This proposed
sale is located approximately 4 air miles west of
Plains, MT, in the Common Schools Trust Section 36, Township 20 North, Range 27 West.
This sale would likely sell this early winter, and
is projected to generate approximately 800
thousand board feet of timber from 120 acres.
The Swamp Ridge Fire Salvage is in the earliest stages of planning, but would most likely
involve seed tree harvests, with ground and
cable based logging systems. They may require
new and/or reconstruction of roads and would
include some minor improvements on existing
roads.
Should you have any questions or concerns,
contact:
Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation
PO Box 219
Plains, Montana 59859
Attn: Dale Peters
(406) 826-4722
E-mail: dpeters@mt.gov
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23, 2017
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S SALE on
February 13, 2018, at 11:00 AM at the Main
Entrance to the Sanders County Courthouse lo-

The beneficial interest is currently held by
loanDepot.com, LLC,.
First American Title
Company of Montana, Inc., a Montana Corporation , is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office
of the Clerk and Recorder of Sanders County,
Montana.
The beneficiary has declared a default in the
terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to make
the monthly payments beginning September
1, 2016, and each month subsequent, which
monthly installments would have been applied
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other charges against the property
or loan. The total amount due on this obligation as of October 1, 2017 is $208,121.06 principal, interest totaling $10,319.40 late charges
in the amount of $313.85, escrow advances
of $5,671.54, and other fees and expenses advanced of $3,980.23, plus accruing interest,
late charges, and other costs and fees that may
be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse
such amounts as may be required to preserve
and protect the property and for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent,
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the
Grantors. If such amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be added to
the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust.
Other expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s fees and
attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the sale
and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the
Trustee to sell the above described property to
satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, including the beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee,
may bid at the sale. The bid price must be paid
immediately upon the close of bidding in cash
or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by Trustee’s Deed without
any representation or warranty, including warranty of Title, express or implied, as the sale is
made strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale is being made subject
to all existing conditions, if any, of lead paint,
mold or other environmental or health hazards.
The sale purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 10th day following
the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the grantor
or any other person having an interest in the
property, at any time prior to the trustee’s sale,
may pay to the beneficiary or the successor in
interest to the beneficiary the entire amount
then due under the deed of trust and the obligation secured thereby (including costs and
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s fees)
other than such portion of the principal as
would not then be due had no default occurred

and thereby cure the default.

appear and to be heard on the question of the
consolidation of the offices.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed
by public proclamation up to 15 days for any
reason, and in the event of a bankruptcy filing,
the sale may be postponed by the trustee for
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least
every 30 days.

Any person with questions, needing further
information or wishing to submit comments,
please contact: the Commissioners’ Office P.O.
Box 519, 1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls,
MT 59873. (406) 827-6966 or commissioners@
co.sanders.mt.us.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: October 13, 2017.
Kailtin Ann Gotch
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company of Montana, Inc.,
a Montana Corporation
Successor Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221

Written comments are encouraged and will be
reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the
hearing if received by the Sanders County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days
prior to the hearing. All meetings and hearings
of the Board are handicapped accessible and if
accommodations are necessary, please advise
the Commissioners’ Office at 827-6966.

STATE OF Idaho)
) ss.
County of Bingham)
On this 13th day of October, 2017, before me,
a notary public in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Kaitlin Ann Gotch,
know to me to be the Assistant Secretary of
First American Title Company of Montana, Inc.,
a Montana Corporation , Successor Trustee,
known to me to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same.
			
			
Rae Albert
Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 09/06/2022
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30 and December 7, 2017
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE is hereby given that the contents of
Units 112 and 113, of S & S Mini Storage, aka
Manley Storage, consisting of Miscellaneous
goods, will be sold at Auction on December 9,
2017, @ 12:00 P.M. Said Auction will be held at
Mini Storage building located at #2 Mountain
Meadows Lane, West of Thompson Falls, Montana, off Prospect Creek Road.
DATED: November 3, 2017
TERMS: CASH
S & S Mini Storage,
aka Manley Mini Storage
Sue Manley, Owner
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30, 2017
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:
SANDERS COUNTY INTENT TO CONSOLIDATE THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER/
ASSESSOR/SURVEYOR AND COUNTY TREASURER/SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Title 7,
Chapter 4, Part 23 Montana Code Annotated,
by the Board of County Commissioners that it
is their intent to pass a resolution combining
the office of the Sanders County Treasurer/Superintendent of Schools with the office of the
Sanders County Clerk and Recorder/Assessor/
Surveyor.
The Board of County Commissioners believe
it to be in the best interest of Sanders County
to consolidate the offices of County Clerk and
Recorder/Assessor/Surveyor and County Treasurer/Superintendent of Schools.
A public hearing will be held on the 7th day
of December, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., in the Commissioners’ Conference Room, Second Floor,
1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls, Montana,
at which time any registered elector of Sanders County, Montana, shall have the right to

DATED this 20th day of November, 2017.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sanders County, Montana
By/s/ Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer
ATTEST:
By/s/Nichol Scribner, Clerk and RecorderAssessor
Sanders County, Montana
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:
SANDERS COUNTY INTENT TO CONSOLIDATE THE COUNTY SHERIFF AND COUNTY
CORONER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Title 7,
Chapter 4, Part 23 Montana Code Annotated,
by the Board of County Commissioners that it is
their intent to pass a resolution combining the
office of the Sanders County Coroner with the
office of the Sanders County Sheriff.

The Board of County Commissioners believe it
to be in the best interest of Sanders County to
consolidate the offices of County Sheriff and
County Coroner.

A public hearing will be held on the 7th day
of December, 2017 at 10:30 a.m., in the Commissioners’ Conference Room, Second Floor,
1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls, Montana,
at which time any registered elector of Sanders County, Montana, shall have the right to
appear and to be heard on the question of the
consolidation of the offices.

Any person with questions, needing further
information or wishing to submit comments,
please contact: the Commissioners’ Office P.O.
Box 519, 1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls,
MT 59873. (406) 827-6966 or commissioners@
co.sanders.mt.us.

Written comments are encouraged and will be
reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the
hearing if received by the Sanders County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days
prior to the hearing. All meetings and hearings
of the Board are handicapped accessible and if
accommodations are necessary, please advise
the Commissioners’ Office at 827-6966.
DATED this 20th day of November, 2017.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sanders County, Montana
By/s/ Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer

ATTEST:
By/s/Nichol Scribner, Clerk and Recorder-Assessor
Sanders County, Montana
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30, 2017
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NHS

WBSC

Continued from page 9

Continued from page 9

year I changed the trip to
be every other year and
include both juniors and
seniors,” said Morgan. “It
is more economical to do
it this way,” she continued.
The program originally sent
seniors on the trip annually.
“The next group to go in
two years will be the NHS
members from the classes
of 2020 and 2021,” Morgan
added.
Morgan is proud of the
work the kids do outside
the classroom as well.
NHS supports many local
community service activities. Every fall NHS invites
the American Red Cross to
the school to put on a blood
drive. Every December
they bake cookies for the
Senior Center and deliver
them. Highway clean-up
and supporting high school
spirit through various
events are duties the group
also enjoys being part of.
NHS members in the
junior and senior class
who partook in the
Seattle voyage are Jessica
Bronner, Elsie Brown, Lily
Buchanan, Payton Frields,
Karissa Lowe, Haley

contributed to include:
Sanders County Arts
Council, TRACS,
Sanders County Search
and Rescue, Noxon
Senior Center, Friends
of Scotchman Peaks and
Wilderness, Rimrock
walking trail, Thompson
Falls business enhancement, adult education,
college scholarship funding, and county tobacco
prevention.
New to the group
is the formation of
“CommUnity.” The mission of CommUnity is
to “improve support and
tolerance by discovering
more of what unites us
than what divides us.”

Courtesy photo

ON TOP OF THE WORLD – Thompson Falls High School National Honor Society inductees celebrated their accomplishments by taking a trip to Seattle for the weekend.
Members include (back), Adam Craw (chaperone), Cody Williams, Grant Lundberg,
(middle row) Nathan Burwig, Tyler McGaughey, Kole Stone, Jase Sorenson, Payton
Frields, (Front) Lily Buchanan, Haley Morgan, Rachel Ribeiro, Jessica Bronner, Sarah
Detlaff, Jodi Morgan (chaperone), Karissa Lowe. Elsie Brown was also present, but
ducked out of the photo just in time.
Morgan, Kole Stone, Tyler
McGaughey, Jase Sorenson,
Cody Williams, Nathan
Burwig, Sarah Detlaff,
Grant Lundberg, and
Rachel Ribeiro.
NHS members must be
at least a sophomore and
have attended Thompson
Falls for at least one year.
If a student transfers to
Thompson Falls and was
a NHS member at previ-

ous school they may also
transfer into the Bluehawk
Chapter. The student must
also have a minimum of a
3.5 cumulative grade-pointaverage and maintain that
while working for their college preparation diploma.
Lastly, the student must
show outstanding leadership, character and service
to be considered. These
criteria are set to include

Haywood and Johnson
said this group is planning
activities to take place in
the very near future, so
stay tuned for more information.
The group meets the
second Tuesday of every
month at the Rimrock.
They coordinate a guest
speaker to take the
podium from 12:00 –
12:30, followed with their
business meeting. All
public is welcome, men
included. If there are
any ideas or topics that
you wish to be explored,
contact Johnson at (406)
847-0047, or email her
at kuttercreekranch@aol.
com. You may also visit
“Women for a Better
Sanders County” on
Facebook for more information.

students who “perform far
and above the normal standards both in and out of the
classroom.”
Morgan showed appreciation to the local community
who supports the NHS.
“When we sell cookie
dough we usually sell over
$5000 worth of product,
and they also support our
dessert auction during the
basketball games,” she said.
Courtesy photo

Sanders County Veterans Transportation has three
vehicles that they use to provide free rides to veterans.

Elks
Continued from page 9

Ledger photo by Annie Wooden

SPREADING CHEER – Members of the Clark Fork Valley Elks, Thompson Falls
Ambulance, and NorthWestern Energy worked to spruce up holiday decorations
throughout Thompson Falls.

If it helps the community
and it is feasible, the lodge
wants to do it,” explained
Engebretson.
Over the years he
watched as the decorations
went up shortly before
Thanksgiving, “It seemed
like just after they’d get
them up a bunch of lights
would burn out and there
would be little piles on
the sidewalk below as
the deteriorating garland
would begin to shed in the
weather,” he shared. The
project volunteers looked
into purchasing brand
new decorations, but were
surprised at how expensive commercial grade
Christmas décor was.
However, they determined
the old ornaments could
be repaired, replacing old
lights with more energy
efficient LEDs.
Working with the power
company and the City
of Thompson Falls, the
Elks team first received
a start-up grant from the
Montana Elks Association.
Additional grants came in
from NorthWestern Energy
and Blackfoot Telephone,
with a substantial donation from Hecla Mining.
Private donations from a
past Elks officer and an
anonymous local citizen
allowed completion of the
community project.
When replacement parts
arrived, the Elks held a
two-day work party to disassemble, re-fit, re-assemble the 12 strings of ornaments, which were hung
by the power company on
November 14.

Group offers free
rides for veterans
Sanders County
Veterans Transportation
(SCVT), organized
in 2012, has the sole
purpose of raising money
to purchase vehicles
to transport veterans
to their VA healthcare
appointments free of
charge. SCVT purchased
three vehicles, in service
in the county now, using
money provided by
Sanders County people.
If one of those vehicles
is totaled, or reaches
its end-life at 250,000
miles, SCVT will have
to provide the money for
its replacement. When
you donate to SCVT,
your money will benefit
Sanders County military

Veterans. Donors can
contact the treasurer
at 827-9302, and you
will be given a 501
(c) 4 number (DAV
Department of Montana)
for your tax-deductible
donation.
Veterans, disabled or
not, can schedule a ride
to their VA scheduled
appointments by
calling the Local Area
Coordinator (LAC) at
242-0217. If you wish
to volunteer to drive the
DAV vehicle, you can
call the LAC to sign on.
Please remember,
your SCVT support
says “thank you” to our
military veterans in a way
your tax dollars cannot.

Site Prep Start to Finish
Basements & Foundations
Septic Systems • Water & Sewer Line
Roads & Driveways
Road Material
Riverbanks
Drain Rock
Top Soil

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

406-546-2650
Chad Pardee • Thompson Falls

GALLERY CANVAS PRINTS

20% OFF SALE
Now through December 22

12”x12”
Reg. $35

NOW $28
16”x20”
Reg. $40

NOW $32

Send us your unique
photo or graphic, and
we’ll print it onto
museum-grade canvas
and gallery wrap it for
you on wood stretcher
bars.

18”x24”
Reg. $50

NOW $40
30”x40”
Reg. $95

NOW $76

Special Sizes Available By Request

ledger@blackfoot.net • 827-3421 • 603 Main Street

