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Area harvest, hunter numbers down

by Annie Wooden
It was not a great year for area
hunters. The regular rifle season
ended Sunday, and the harvest
was down both in animals killed
and the number of hunters,
according to Fish, Wildlife &
Parks Biologist Bruce Sterling.
The whitetail deer harvest was
down about 39 percent compared
to last year, and 28 percent
compared with the 10-year
average.
“If we get another winter like

2 dead
in Trout
Creek
shooting
by Annie Wooden
A woman is dead and
another man wounded after a
shooting outside Trout Creek
on Saturday evening. According
to a statement from the Sanders
County Sheriff’s Office, the
suspect was found later and
died of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound.
According to the Sanders
County Sheriff’s Office, dispatch
received a call at 8:50 p.m. that
two individuals had been shot
at a residence on Hope Valley
Road, which is southwest of
Trout Creek. The caller, a male,
reported that he had just shot the
daughter of his friend and his
friend. The caller reported that
a female at the residence was
deceased and another male had a
gunshot wound to the shoulder,
according to the police report.
Deputies arrived at the
location and verified that two
people had been shot. The man
who was shot was transported to
St. Patrick’s Hospital in Missoula
with a gunshot wound.
The suspect had fled the
scene and deputies located the
suspect a short distance from the
residence with the help of Two
Bear Air search and rescue out
of Whitefish. The suspect was
deceased when found.
The Sheriff’s Office did not
release further information,
and names of the victims and
the suspect were held pending
notification of next of kin. The
Sheriff’s Office continues to
investigate the incident.

last year, the deer population is
going to be in serious trouble,”
Sterling said. “I didn’t think the
winter was that hard on animals,
but after talking to hunters I think
mortality on bucks was a lot
higher than I gave it credit.”
Of the 131 whitetail deer
biologists had at the check
station, 75 of those were bucks.
Last year, there were 123 bucks
brought through the check station.
Sterling said that the hunting
season ended earlier this year, so

THOMPSON FALLS CHECK STATION
Whitetail Bucks
Mule Deer
Elk
Hunters
% Success

2017
75
5
30
1675
9.9

the deer weren’t yet strong into
the rut.
The number of hunters through
the check station also was down

2016
123
16
27
2162
11.0

10-Year Average
104
19
22
2252
9.0

significantly, Sterling said. This
year they had 1,657 people stop
at the check station, compared
with 2,162 last year. This year’s

tally is also well below the
10-year average of 2,252. That’s
a decrease of just under 26
percent.
The elk harvest was up slightly
this year, with 30 animals through
the check station compared with
27 last year. The 10-year average
for elk is 22 animals.
For mule deer, the count was just
five through the check station
this year, down from 16 in 2016.
Throughout FWP Region one,
Please turn to page 8

Holiday Spirit

Photos by Ed Moreth

LIGHTING PLAINS – Lloyd Rice of NorthWestern Energy hooks up a Seasons Greeting section on the east end of Plains as part of the
Plains Lions Club downtown decoration project.

Lions decorate Plains

by Ed Moreth
Now that Thanksgiving has passed
the Plains Lions Club is helping
residents get into the Christmas spirit by
decorating the main street of downtown
Plains.
With the help of NorthWestern
Energy’s Lloyd Rice, the Lions Club
spent about an hour and a half Sunday
afternoon putting up Christmas
decorations for a mile along Railroad
Street from one end of town to the other.
“It’s a way for us to give back to
the community for the holidays,” said
Duane Highcrane, president of the
club. Highcrane was one of seven club
members working with Rice, who was
able to use NorthWestern Energy’s
truck and bucket to get the decorations
some 20 feet up on poles along Railroad
Street. Two volunteers – Nick Warren
and his girlfriend, Shelby Rude of
Missoula – also lent a hand. This was
the first time the club asked the Plains-

Paradise Rural Fire District for traffic
control, according to Highcrane. Ken
Matthiesen, a club member, and Ron
King of the fire district volunteered their
time to help make the task safer, said
Highcrane.
The decorations begin with a threesection Seasons Greeting adornment
at the corner of Highway 28 through
town to a Merry Christmas decoration
at the corner of Highway 200 and
Central Avenue. Rice attached 25
lighted decorations – wreaths, candles,
Christmas trees, and snowflakes –
that ranged in size from three feet to
almost six feet tall. Club members also
decorated the chain link fence across
from the new dentist office.
The Plains Lions Club has been
putting up the downtown decorations for
almost 50 years. Rice has been helping
with the decoration project since he first
moved to Plains in 2000. He left for
Please turn to page 8

Author pens local history

LOCAL
HISTORY
– Fredi
Pargeter’s
book details
the history
of the people
and places in
Thompson
Falls.

by Justin Harris
When it comes to history, there
is always more to be found. Local
author/historian Fredi Pargeter can
attest to that statement.
Pargeter has made it a point to
learn the history of places she’s
lived, and the many transcripts on
the different facets of each locale
prove that she’s no rookie when
it comes to learning, interviewing, researching and digging up
information that had lost hope
of being found. With her latest
published release, “This Old
Town,” she’ll be proving it
again.
Pargeter had no intention
of adding to her list of 12 published
history books and 13 non-fiction

books, but when a good friend
passed away she made it a point
to reach out to the widower and
see what had become of her years
of research that had been the topic
of many a discussion for the two
seniors.
“Ann Miller was a dear friend of
mine and we shared a passion for the
area’s history,” Pargeter said of her
friend who died in 2011. “She was
dedicated to this project. When her
husband invited me out to see what
was left of her notes and research,
I was overwhelmed when I saw her
study. Years of research involving
the entire county, notes, newspaper
clippings, pictures. And, nearly 20
three-inch notebooks typed by her
hand in tiny 10-point font – and that

was just information on Thompson
Falls.” Pargeter said Mills had read
every newpaper in Montana to
glean information, and spent hours
upon hours in correspondence with
descendants of the characters ready
to take shape in book-form.
The 111-page book is hot off the
press, filled with multiple photos
on every page and sections neatly
wrapped into small stories and
anecdotes about people, places and
things of interest. The cover gives an
old-timey feel, with an unrecognizable Main Street depicted. But most
impressive is the five-page index,
referencing and cross-referencing
even some smaller details in the
book.
Please turn to page 8
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Our Viewpoint
If only the local economy
could survive on rumors
We often find ourselves talking a lot about what it’s like to
live in a small town. We don’t have any stoplights in Sanders
County. You can’t just run out to Target and get a new
basketball or a pair of jeans. You have to wait at least a day
to get a part to fix your truck.
This is a good thing, most of the time. As the world
becomes more connected and population increases, it’s
hard to shelter ourselves from “big-city problems.”
Acts of violence in Sanders County seem to be few and
far between. But recently Thompson Falls schools had
to address a possible threat in the high school, and last
weekend someone in Trout Creek injured one person and
killed another before taking his own life.
Usually when something happens, you know someone
who knows someone who went to school with someone’s
uncle, and that’s how you find out information. It’s
important in these situations to remember that not
everything you hear third-hand is true.
Local agencies are investigating these recent incidents.
But rumors fly faster than you can like a cat picture on
Facebook. Local officials need to be able to do their
jobs, and the public needs to be patient during the
investigations. Many times, information isn’t released to the
public because it’s important to the investigation.
The fact remains that though we many never get a
stoplight in Sanders County, small towns will always be
fuelled with gossip. People need to step back and wait for
the facts before jumping to conclusions. While you may not
be directly involved, friends and neighbors could be. And
communities need to come together to address issues and
keep working to make our communities better.

Letters to the Editor
Civics class a great experience
Appreciation:
I want to acknowledge the efforts of Glen Garrison, Senator Jim
Elliott, Representative Pat Ingraham, Nichol Scribner, Carol Turk
and Mark Sheets that provided our 6-week Government class “Civics
101.” THANK YOU!
I appreciate the professionalism and thorough presentations that
enhanced my working knowledge of how our local government
works. I learned a great deal. We are blessed to have such good
people serving Sanders County! We are so fortunate to live here and
have access to our electorate. This was a wonderful experience.  
I also want to acknowledge the persons that faithfully attended.
Even coming from Plains. This is what it takes, show up, get
involved, be curious and influence change.
I am hoping this class will continue next year and more persons
will take advantage of learning how things really work. Take
advantage of attending a City Council meeting, or attend a
Commissioners session. I am POSITIVE you have no idea of the
complexity that supports our privilege of living in the U.S. As is said,
I learned a tremendous amount and extend deep respect and gratitude
to those that serve us.
Mr. Garrison, how about Civics 102 next year. I am in...
Dawn Gandalf,
Thompson Falls

Letters to the Editor:

The Ledger welcomes letters on a wide range
of topics with preference for local issues and from
local authors. We reserve the right to edit any and
all letters for language, clarity and appropriateness.
Letters must be in the public interest and not intended to slander or ridicule anyone.

Montana Viewpoint
by Jim Elliott

Billion in sales next $50 tax bill

If you ran a multistate business
and had just over one billion dollars
in sales in Montana, I bet you would
expect to pay something in Montana
corporate taxes. And, indeed you
would; you would have to dig deep
down into your corporate pocket to
come up with the 50 bucks to cover
your tax bill.
Let me repeat those figures; one
billion dollars in Montana sales and 50
bucks in taxes. Oh, and for five years
in a row. We are not allowed to know its name, but
this is a real company. This is a true story.
In a time of record highs in the stock markets,
strong corporate after-tax profits, and near record
low unemployment—in other words, a booming
economy—we might be forgiven for wondering
why it is so necessary to cut the U. S. corporate
tax rate. It’s ours to wonder all we want, but slashing the corporate income tax is nearly a done deal.
The corporate world will hold Congress’ feet to the
fire until the rate is lowered. But some corporations, as shown, are already doing pretty good in
paying lower taxes. Over the years, as chairman of
the Montana Senate Taxation Committee and now
as just a regular citizen, I have been interested in
the amount of tax specific corporations in Montana
actually pay.
Recently I asked the very capable Tax Policy
and Research folks at the Montana Department of
Revenue to rank the top 500 multistate corporations
doing business in Montana by their Montana sales.
Then I asked them to list the number of those firms
that paid only the minimum tax in 2015, and, also,
how many of them paid only the minimum tax five
years in a row, from 2011 to 2015. They reported
that 81 companies with Montana sales between 8.6
million to 1.009 billion dollars had paid only 50
bucks in 2015. More disturbing was that 32 of them
paid only the minimum tax for five years running,
2011-2015, 12 of them with sales over $49 million,
including the one with over a billion in 2015 sales.
Nice work if you can get it.
How do they do that? If we could look at their
corporate tax returns we might be able to find out,
but not even the legislators who write corporate tax
law are allowed to know that because it’s private
information. So how do the tax writing folks make
informed decisions to lower corporate tax without

being informed? They base their
decisions on gut feelings and lots of
encouragement provided by big business.
And that’s a big problem because
the people in Congress who want
to lower the corporate tax rate from
35% to 20%, like Montana legislators, don’t have a clue as to what the
effect would be except a boatload of
increased corporate profit and a commensurate amount of less tax money
to run the country. That, and a huge bump in the
national deficit. To cushion the blow to the deficit,
middle-class taxpayers, what is left of them, will
eventually be asked to pay a bit more in taxes. The
federal legislators have an unquestionable belief
that it will be good for America, and they have a
whole bunch of mega business folks who think so,
too, not to mention that they happen to give to the
politicians’ campaign coffers.
Reasons given for the rate cut are that companies will come back to America and create jobs
and pay taxes. If cutting taxes creates jobs, then it’s
important to look at the Boeing Aircraft Company.
In 2013, Boeing, which has done business in
Washington state for over 100 years, threatened
to build its 777X aircraft factory elsewhere if
Washington State didn’t give them a tax break. In
a panic, Jay Inslee, the Democratic governor of
Washington, called the Legislature into a three-day
special session—even though they were going to
meet in regular session in 60 days—to give Boeing
a break, and fast. As a result, the legislature presented the governor—and Boeing—with what is
believed to be the largest tax giveaway ever made
by any state; $8.7 billion.
And how did Boeing react? By cutting 12,655
jobs in the next four years (LA Times May 2,
2017). That’s not encouraging news for the tax cuts
equal jobs argument.
And as far as moving companies back to
America, good luck. That would be patriotic, but
the only patriotism to America that corporations
seem to have is for the American dollar.
Jim Elliott served sixteen years in the Montana
Legislature as a state representative and state senator and four years as chairman of the Montana
Democratic Party. He lives on his ranch in Trout
Creek.

Remember When?
by Sherry Hagerman-Benton

50 YEARS AGO • NOVEMBER 30, 1967
HOW BLUE HAWKS GOT THEIR
NAME
How did the Blue Hawks get their
name?
W.C. (Slim) Moore of Spokane, former
Thompson Falls basketball player, offers a
solution to the “mystery of the Thompson
Falls Blue Hawks.”
“In the fall of 1928 the basketball
squad was to get new uniforms and it was
decided that we should have some kind of
an emblem. One afternoon after practice,
our principal and also coach, E.S. Ostergon,
had several emblems pinned on the wall of
the locker room, such as a bear, cougar, etc.
and among them was an eagle and a hawk.

We discussed this at length and finally a
hawk was suggested and since blue was
one of the school colors, why not the ‘Blue
Hawks?’ The squad voted for it and the
Blue Hawks were born.
“In those days all schools had girl teams
and when we had a game, it was a doubleheader – girls first and boys last. Mission,
Plains and Thompson Falls had real fine
girl’s teams.
“I might add that this season was fair for
Thompson Falls and also that Ronan and
Plains had two of the finest teams in the
state. Ronan was the better.
“When Thompson Falls and Plains
played in those days, it was really
something. It was rough and tough! Some

of the players of the Plains team who I can
remember well were Bill Johnson, Earl
Cramer, Jack Doering, Bodley Vacura,
Firmer Walkley and Stanton. After high
school, we had town teams and the feud
continued. “I hope this will give you and
the students of the school an answer to the
Blue Hawk name mystery.”
Another mystery I would like cleared
up is why are the words Blue Hawk run
together as one word now. It is two words
and should not be run together as one
word. A lot of Thompson Falls alumni are
upset about it.		
COUNTY ONCE HAD 40 SCHOOLS
Excerpt from Looking Back, Reflections

of Orin P. Kendall
It is almost beyond comprehension that
at one time there were at least 40 one-room
public schools in Sanders County and that
today only one school has survived the
trend of consolidation.
When the reservation was opened to
homesteading in the Camas Prairie area
there were at least four operating oneroom schools with each school pretty
well filled with the children of the young
homesteaders. Many of the people who
drew allotments were not farmers and
moved away taking their children with
them and for various other reasons the
population dwindled to a point to where
Please turn to page 6
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Did you have a successful hunting season?
by Jay Simons

JUSTIN MEACHAM,
Thompson Falls – “Yes.
I got a whitetail buck.
I could have gotten an
elk. It would have made
me happier and we
would have had more
meat in the freezer.”

MICAH BRAUN,
Thompson Falls –
“ I used to live in
Thompson Falls and
went to Idaho for
a while but we just
moved back. I shot a
doe during archery
season.”

GINNY FLEWELLING,
Thompson Falls – “I
didn’t hunt but my
husband, Bob, did and
he got a whitetail buck.”

JOHN BELKNAP,
Belknap – “This is
my first year hunting
since I had surgery.
The first year I didn’t
hunt since I was 14.
I’m living on our ranch
there. I’m surprised and
disappointed that there
are only a few cowboys
left. I’m a redneck.”

KEVIN WHITTENBURG,
Thompson Falls – “Yes,
I went hunting. No, I
didn’t get anything.”

DON GILLINGHAM,
Heron – “Yes, I got a
nice 4x4 buck in the
Heron area. It was a
dandy. I hunted 10 days.
I processed it myself.
I usually hunt with
someone but went by
myself. It’s a real job
getting it out.”

Plains ambulance bookkeeper charged with theft
by Annie Wooden
A Plains woman has been
charged with two felonies after
allegedly misusing funds while
she was bookkeeper for Plains
Community Ambulance.
Dianna Tedrick, also known
as Dianna Miller, entered a
not guilty plea in 20th Judicial
District Court on Tuesday to
two charges of theft, a common

scheme felony.
According to court
documents, a board member
of the Plains Community
Ambulance contacted Plains
Chief of Police Shawn Emmett
in May 2017 after noticing
discrepancies in the ambulance
bank account.
Court documents allege that
between June 2016 and April

2017, $3,009.12 was made in
phone payments to a Capital One
account in Tedrick’s name.
The Plains Community
Ambulance members also
reviewed their fuel bill
records and also found several
purchases for regular gas when
the ambulances use diesel,
documents show. The ambulance
members reviewed video footage

of recent fuel purchases at
Plains Town Pump, according
to court documents, and Tedrick
was identified as making the
purchases.
The ambulance records
showed approximately $4,427.06
in unauthorized fuel purchases
between May 2014 and April
2017.
Tedrick has been the

Justice Court

Sheriff’s Log
Ambulances: Noxon, 1;
T. Falls, 9; Plains, 4; H.
Springs, 4.
Sunday, November 19
Abandoned vehicle,
Hwy. 200, Plains.
Arrest made for possession with intent to sell.
Tow truck called for
vehicle parked along the
street beside the courthouse that has fictitious
plates, T. Falls.
Heavy smoke inside
residence, Plains.
Criminal mischief/
property damage to Plains
residence.
Vehicle vs. deer on Hwy.
200, Plains.
Horses in yard along
Hwy. 200, T. Creek.
Monday, November 20
Three horses on Hwy.
200, T. Creek.
Welfare check requested,
T. Falls.
Theft from buildings at
High School, T. Falls.
Trespassing/hunting on
private property, Heron.
Possible drunk driver on
Hwy. 200, Plains.
Fish and game officer
requested for injured deer,
T. Falls.
Motor vehicle crash on
Main St., H. Springs.
Disabled vehicle along
Hwy. 200, Paradise.

Boulder blocking west
bound Hwy. 200 at Bad
Rock.
Tuesday, November 21
Coroner requested,
Plains.
Fender bender at the
Jefferson & Ogden, T.
Falls.
Report of vehicle
blocking a fire hydrant,
Paradise.
Welfare check requested,
Noxon.
Arrest made for family
member assault, T. Falls.
Vehicle racing up
Church St., T. Falls.
Individual won’t leave
front of closed business,
Plains.
Wednesday, November
22
Missing hunter, Plains.
Violation of no contact
order, T. Falls.
Bike left in backyard of
Plains residence.
Someone broke into
the car of a guest at Falls
Motel.
Two people shooting
from the road, T. Falls.
Vehicle speeding and
making dangerous passes
on Hwy. 28.
Individual walking down
the middle of Hwy. 200,
Plains.
Motor vehicle crash with
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injuries, DUI arrest made,
H. Springs.
Vehicle sitting in westbound Hwy. 200, DUI
arrest made, Plains.
Thursday, November 23
Domestic dispute at
Falls Motel.
Coroner requested,
Plains.
H. Springs resident took
her dog outside and a
cougar attempted to attack
him.
Noise complaint, T.
Falls.
Arrest made for possession of dangerous drugs.
Tree blocking Hwy. 200,
Eddy Flats.
Domestic disturbance,
T. Falls.
Electrical lines on the
ground, T. Falls.
Friday, November 24
Possible gun shots, H.
Springs.
Welfare check requested
on patrons of Town Pump,
T. Falls.
Saturday, November 25
Assault, T. Creek.
Disorderly conduct at
High Lead Bar, T. Falls.
Theft from residence, T.
Creek.
Vehicle vs. deer, T.
Falls.
Criminal trespass to private property, T. Falls.
Cows on road at intersection of Hwy. 135 &
Hwy. 200.
Motor vehicle crash with
injuries on Dry Creek Rd.,
T. Falls.
Arrest made for shoplifting at Harvest Foods, T.
Falls.
Shooting, T. Creek.

GOT
INK?
Get HP, Lexmark,
Canon, Epson
and Brother ink
cartridges at

THE LEDGER
603 Main Street
Thompson Falls

bookkeeper for the Plains
Community Ambulance since
June 2012.
In court Tuesday, Tedrick
entered a not guilty plea to the
charges and was released after
posting bond.
The charges each carry a
maximum penalty of up to
$10,000 fine or up to 10 years in
prison.

Before Justice of the Peace Doug Dryden
Montana Highway
Patrol
David Neal, 38, $20,
seatbelt violation.
Adam Mcbride, 36, $85,
basic rule-reasonable and
prudent, 1st offense.
Timothy Birk, 65, $20,
night speeding.
Terry Smith, 58, $85,
expired registration.
Robert Foster, 79, $20,
seatbelt violation.
Heidi Schulze, 38, $20,
day speeding.
Andrew Grimm, 54,
$65, speeding in a restrict-

?

ing icle
k
o h
Lo Ve
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o
f

ed zone.
Sanders County Sheriff’s
Office
Emery Wilson, 51,
$285, failure to carry
proof of insurance, 1st
offense.
Aaron Duvall, 29: $50,
day speeding; $135, no
liability insurance, 1st
offense; $285, driving
while privilege is suspended or revoked.
Montana Fish, Wildlife
& Parks

Jonathan Hostetler, 56,
$135, violation of commission rules.
Donald Westefer, 67,
$85, failure to obtain landowner permission to hunt,
1st offense.
Montana Dept. of
Transportation
James Hanson, 56,
$135, failure to follow
conditions of special permit.
John Ross Fitchett, 26,
$135, failure to pay GVW
fees.

2003 GMC
Yukon
AWD

$5,350

2004 Chevrolet Tahoe

4x4

$7,995

Quality Used Vehicles
Office, 827-7587 • Bridget, 546-8430
329 Easy Street, off Airport Road, Thompson Falls

Pickups
Plus

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
PAY CASH & SAVE! $4 a week for the first 35 words when
payment accompanies ad. Each additional word, 15 cents
per word. $5 a week for the first 35 words when billed
to an account. Each additional word, 15 cents per word.
BUY 3, GET 2 FREE! Schedule an ad for 3 weeks,
get the fourth and fifth weeks free!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS 10 A.M. TUESDAY.
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Library selling Kiddin’ Around
cookies, books
by Justin Harris
From sun up ‘til past
sundown, there will be
plenty to do Saturday, Dec.
2, for Christmas on Main
Street. But one event is
going to get its start two
days before, and run until
the parade ends.
The Friends of the
Thompson Falls Public
Library will be holding a
book and bake sale at the
library, Thursday (10 a.m.6 p.m.), Friday (10 a.m.-5
p.m.), and Saturday (10
a.m. until the parade’s conclusion). The library will
be open for regular services
and as a haven for parade
goers looking to escape the
cold.
Supporters of the library
welcome the public to visit,
but they also hope to rope
in a few dollars for the
library’s cause and daily
operations. The “Better

Book Sale and Holiday
Cookie Sale” will feature
surplus books that once
graced the shelves of the
library. Hardcover books
will be on sale for $2, and
$1 for paperbacks. Cookies
and other baked goods will
also be available for purchase for a perfect pairing
with a new-to-you book.
The library boasts being
a public location to find
recreational and informational, up-to-date materials
in various formats. Books,
magazines, news and internet access are just a few
of the services available,
as well as a quiet place to
think. All proceeds from
the three-day sale will go
toward the libraries efforts,
including kids’ story time
and the slew of activities
held for the enrichment of
young minds. For more
information call 827-3547.

Fresh wreaths made with Montana Products by Montana People!

MONTANA
MATERIALS
MONTANA
MADE

877-342-9684
MONTANAWREATHS.COM
CALL US, STOP IN OR GO ONLINE

FOR $5.00 OFF A "MONTANA SELECT" WREATH

USE COUPON CODE: WREATHS2017

Ledger photo by Justin Harris

FOLLOWED UP THOMPSON RIVER by a very nosy male, bighorn sheep of the kid and ewe variety skittishly
made their way from one grazing spot to the next. The tilted, sniffing head of the ram kept the herd moving
along the river road.

2018
Desk Pad
Calendars

beat
sh!
u
r
e
th the

Fresh Christmas Trees
Douglas Fir, Grand Fir
& Nordman Fir

Assembly of God

$4.49

Parking Lot
West Preston
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mon. - Sat.
1 to 5 p.m. Sunday

Sanders
County

827-3421 • 603 Main • Thompson Falls

Fresh wreaths made with Montana Products by Montana People!

Gingerbread Jubilee
1997-2017 - 20 Years of Creative History

Gingerbread Contest
Entries accepted

0
$10 d
n
Gra e!
Priz

Saturday, December 2
10 a.m. - Noon

$2
Prize 5
Cate ea.
5 Categories:
gor y
Individual Adult (19+) • Family or Group
Youth 13-18 • Youth 8-12 • Child under 7

Public welcome to vote for their
favorite from Noon to 6 p.m.
Free Admission • Unique Gift Shopping • Raffle
Sponsored in part by

fsbmsla.com

Picture your kids
with Santa!
Bring the kids to see Santa and get a free
photo with jolly old St. Nick.
If a picture with Santa is on your child’s wish list,
we’ve got a gift for you. Visit either the Plains or
Thompson Falls location on the day/time listed below
and bring home a precious holiday memory.

Plains Branch - Dec. 5th - 3-6 pm
Thompson Falls - Dec. 13th - 14th - 3-6 pm
4896 Highway 200, Thompson Falls
(next to Beagles Espresso)

Here for life.
DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK

First Security Bank, 510 West Railroad Street, Plains, MT. 826-2000
4896 Highway 200, Thompson Falls, MT. 827-7000
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Bazaar in hands not far from founder
by Justin Harris
In 1978, the first Sanders
County Christmas Bazaar
was held by creator Ginny
Dyer. It has become a staple
tradition each year that
invites vendors and shoppers to gather for buying
and selling of unique items,
needful things, and handmade gifts and crafts. The
chairperson position of the
bazaar has changed a few
times over the years, but
even with different leadership the spirit of the event
has remained.
In a twist of fate, the
bazaar now finds itself in
new hands, although not
far from the tree that it
originally fell from. When

word was out the bazaar
needed a new chairperson,
Janie McFadgen talked with
former chairperson Lynn
Bierwagen to get more
details. “I didn’t realize
that it is just one person
running the show, I think
a lot of people don’t know
that,” said McFadgen, who
wanted a second opinion on
the idea of taking over the
bustling event. There was
no one better to call for that
information than her cousin,
and founder of the bazaar,
Ginny Dyer. “She told
me I would enjoy doing
it, so I agreed to take it
on,” McFadgen explained,
adding that she quickly
found out the importance

of getting a jumpstart on
the planning. “I took over
in September, when all
application packets had to
be mailed out by October 1.
It has been a big push, but
I’ve had great support along
the way and my husband,
Ben, has been a great help.”
So far, McFadgen has tallied 56 vendors registered
to participate. Booth spaces
come in three sizes for peddlers; 6’ x 6’ ($25), 6’ x 10’
($35), and 10’ x 10’ ($45).
Vendors can usually recoup
their cost within the first
few sales. At the end of the
event, vendors tally their
gross total earned, subtract
the cost of their booth, and
donate ten percent of that

total to the vendor pot. The
funds will be turned into
a check made out to the
Sheriff’s Christmas Relief
Fund that uses donations
to acquire gifts to be given
to children in the county
who might be able to use
some extra Christmas cheer.
A Christmas dinner with
all the trimmings is also
delivered to households that
have been put on the sheriff’s “nice list.” The booth
fee itself goes toward paying for 24-hour event insurance at the high school.
Covered up to $1 million,
McFadgen shared that the
insurance was roughly
$200.
Out of the 56 vendors

signed up so far, McFadgen
estimated there will be
10 – 15 newcomers from
Libby, Kalispell, Polson
and Sanders County. “Of
course, we have a few of
the regulars that everyone
is used to seeing,” she said,
“some of them have been
doing this every year since
it started.”
Aside from myriad items
for sale, a few aspects of
the bazaar have become
tradition, such as having
Santa available for pictures
with kids and the young
at heart. Part of that tradition seems to include said
scheduled Santa calling in
to say he can’t make it. And
so McFadgen was properly

initiated to the position and
proved her tenacity by finding someone to fill in.
Another recurring facet to
look forward to is the concession stand, which will
be run by the Plains and
Thompson Falls VFW Post
members, selling snacks
and drinks to attendees.
There will also be door
prizes and drawings.
This year’s bazaar will
open doors to the public
8 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 2
at the Thompson Falls
High School gymnasium.
Vendors will begin setup 7
a.m. that morning and the
bazaar will run until 4 p.m.
For more information call
Janie at 880-1506.

Holiday help for caregivers Parade to light
by Shana Neesvig
In 1983 President
Ronald Regan declared
November as “National
Alzheimer’s Disease
Awareness and Family
Caregivers Month.” With
the upcoming holiday
season, many families
experience dementia
related symptoms in loved
ones that are far less than
joyous. The Alzheimer’s
Association has some tips
that may reduce dementia
related seasonal stress.
According to the
Alzheimer’s Association,
just checking in with the
person with dementia
shows you care about their
comfort. Asking what
type of holiday celebration
they are comfortable with
is important. Plan their
specific holiday plans
around what makes them
feel most comfortable.
Since the holidays
are emotionally packed
anyway, it is important to
make everyone aware of
the situation at hand. Give
guests a heads-up of what

behaviors they may expect
to see out of the family
member or friend who is
affected by the disease.
For ideas or tips on how
to let other know about
the changes you can visit
www.ALZConnected.org.
If you are a caretaker,
adding the stress of
the holidays, along
with the stress of
caretaking can make for
a bad combination. The
Alzheimer’s Association
suggests setting realistic
expectations of yourself
and being open to
discussing your concerns
and delegating tasks to
others should help. Giving
yourself permission to
handle only what you can
is important, even if this
means changing up the
tradition a bit.
But, keeping those
traditions alive are
important to everyone. So
the association suggests
focusing on the activities
that are meaningful to the
person with dementia.
Such activities may be

over a Baked Potato Dinner
Saturday, December 2, 2017
6:00 PM at The Paradise Center

Dinner ~ $8 per person
Choice of toppings, beverage, dessert
Live Music by Rudi Boukal
Auction Items include:
~ Artwork by local artists ~
[see artwork at sanderscountyarts.org]
~ Gift certificates and services by local businesses ~
And much, much more!

Proceeds are to purchase art
equipment for The Paradise Center
Sponsored by Visual Arts Committee
of the Sanders County Arts Council

singing old holiday songs,
watching holiday movies,
preparing certain foods,
decorating the house or
reminiscing while looking
at those old photo albums.
Sticking to the person’s
normal routine will also
help with confusion.
If the person is residing
in a care facility the
association suggests taking
time to visit the facility,
and include some sort of
holiday activity. Bring
a favorite holiday food
to share, sing carols with
other residents or play a
game that was favored.
Just being there to
celebrate the season shows
you care.
Alzheimer’s is the
most common form of
dementia, which is a
“general term for a decline
in mental ability severe
enough to interfere with
daily life,” according to the
Alzheimer’s Association.
Symptoms associated with
dementia are memory loss,
challenges in planning
or problem solving,
difficulty completing
tasks, confusion in
time and place, trouble
understanding images
or spatial relations, new
problems in speaking or
writing, misplacing items
and inability to retrace
steps, decreased or poor
judgment, withdrawal
from social activities,
and changes in mood or
personality.
In 1983 when President
Regan addressed growing
concern for the disease,
fewer than 2 million people
were affected. Currently,
over 5.5 million Americans
suffer from the disease.
By the year 2050, it is
estimated that number will
rise to 16 million.
With no cure, or known
way to slow its progress,
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Community Calendar December
Upcoming Events in Sanders County
Have a community event
you would like listed?
Email ledgerads@blackfoot.net
Subject line: community calendar
3

Thompson Falls
School Board, 6
p.m., Dorm
Conference
Room
Plains City
Council, 7 p.m.,
City Hall

4

Hot Springs City
Council, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
K-4 Christmas
Music Concert,
6:30 p.m., Noxon
School

5
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Special Open
House Thompson
Falls
Toastmasters,
noon, Whitefish
Credit Union

Hot Springs
Chamber of
Commerce, noon

6

up Main Street

Alzheimer’s is the sixth
leading cause of death in
Montana and the nation,
greater than breast and
prostate cancers combined.
Ten percent of people
over the age of 65 have
Alzheimer’s, two-thirds are
women.
Every 66 seconds
someone in the U.S. will
develop the disease; by
2050 this will decrease to
every 33 seconds.
Since the year 2000,
heart disease deaths
have decreased by 14
percent, while deaths
from Alzheimer’s have
increased by 89 percent.
The year of 2017 hit an
all-time payment high of
$259 billion being spent
caring for individuals
suffering from dementia.
Alzheimer’s Association
states that Medicare and
Medicaid are expected to
cover $175 billion of this
cost. With the projected
growth of the disease, it is
expected to that the disease
will cost $1.1 trillion
by the year 2050. The
association stated that “this
dramatic rise includes more
than four-fold increases
both in government
spending under Medicare
and Medicaid and out-ofpocket spending.”
The Alzheimer’s
Association, the world’s
largest voluntary
organization devoted to
providing care, support
and research for dementia,
is available 24 hours a
day, every day of the year,
for anyone who needs
assistance. It is a nationwide organization, but
has a Montana branch for
local support. For more
information, to receive
caregiver support or to find
a support group visit www.
alz.org, or call 1-800-2723900.
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by Justin Harris
Utilizing the first
weekend in December,
Thompson Falls welcomes the yuletide
season with the Annual
Christmas on Main
Street. While Saturday,
Dec. 2, looks to be a very
busy day for those wanting to keep up with the
festivities, the tradition
began decades ago with a
parade.
The Christmas on
Main Street Parade
begins at 6:30 p.m.
Thompson Falls Chamber
of Commerce has invited
groups, churches, businesses and individuals
to join the holiday procession each year. Float
entries have entertained
and given onlookers
pause for thought as
floats have ranged from
hilarious to highlighting the reason for the
season. Passing at parade
crawl down Main Street
have been cranes made
to look like Christmas
trees, enormous tractors
bedecked in Christmas
lights, and even Santa
in a bathtub enjoying
a bubble bath. Weather
for the event in the past
has been just as varies,
finding parade goers
without jackets during
balmy temperatures in the
50’s to sub-zero temps
with onlookers huddling
inside Main Street businesses (an option that has
become popular thanks
to the friendly establishments opening their doors
after hours to welcome
friends in the community.
This year is looking
to be another for the
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Christmas on Main Street,
Thompson Falls
Bazaar, 10-4 p.m., TFHS Gym
Gingerbread Contest, 1-5 p.m., Old Jail
Museum
Book Sale, 10 a.m., Library
Parade, 6:30 p.m.
Music at Rex Theatre after parade
Auction & Baked Potato Dinner, 6 p.m.,
Paradise Center - fundraiser
8

9

books, and attendees can
expect to see some floats
decorated in the theme,
“Gingerbread Jubilee.”
Joanne Burk from First
Security Bank is in her
ninth year organizing
the event and hopes to
see a few more parade
entry applications hit her
desk before the week is
out. “We set a goal last
year to beat the number
of registered floats,” she
shared, “but, so far, we
only have 21 signed up
– last year we had 31.”
Burk is optimistic that
those numbers will rise.
She will be accepting
entry applications at First
Security Bank until the
bank closes Friday evening.
Featured newcomers
to the float procession are
Brynn Kenyon’s young
rug-cutters, ‘Dance
Xplosion,’ and the students and staff from
Reflections Academy.
Dance Xplosion will tout
the dance moves of the
young choreographyfooted girls in the weekly
class. Following a steady
flow of remodeling and
improvements since taking over the business,
Riverfront Motel representatives have found
some extra time to participate and entertain the
community.
Entrants in the parade
will vie prizes in categories such as brightest
entry, best costumes and
best overall.
For more information stop by to chat with
Joanne Burk at First
Security Bank, or call
827-6225.
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Susie Wilkinson
Susie was born January
5, 1966 in Missoula. She
passed away into the arms
of her Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, November 21,
2017 at Little Bitterroot
Group Home, her second
family, in Plains.
Susie was the ninth
child of 12 born to Ed and
Ruth Wilkinson. Susie was
handicapped with developmental disabilities and
after the age of 17 lived
in several developmental facilities in western

Montana. Susie absolutely
loved her families. We
made many beautiful
memories. She enjoyed
taking part in the Special
Olympics. She loved music
and singing, especially
Christmas songs as this
was her favorite holiday.
Susie was preceded
in death by her father Ed
Wilkinson in 1994.
Survivors include her
mother Ruth Wilkinson;
brothers Joe and Tom
Wilkinson of Missoula;

brother Art (Connie)
Wilkinson, Pasco, Wash.;
brothers Jim, Chriss
(Ronnie) and Frank
Wilkinson, all of Boulder,
Mont.; brother and sisters,
Ed (Christine) Wilkinson,
Cindy (Gerry) Neville,
Michelle (Jon) Dachel,
all of Cheyenne, Wyo.;
sister Ruthie (Andy)
Kulawinski, Alberton; sister Coco (Charlie) Blood,
St. Ignatius, and numerous
aunts, uncles, nephews,
nieces and cousins.

Thomas C. VanderVelden

Allen Dykstra
Allen Dykstra passed
away Monday, Nov. 27,
2017, at his home east of
Thompson Falls.

Services will be held
at a later date, and a full
obituary will be published
in next week’s Ledger.

We’ll miss you until we
see you again Susie, God
bless you.
There will be a rosary at
7:00 p.m., Friday, Dec. 1,
2017 at the Foster Funeral
Home in St. Ignatius.
Funeral services will be at
2:00 p.m., Saturday, Dec.
2, 2017 at the St. Ignatius
Catholic Church. There
will be a reception to celebrate Susie’s life at the
church following the burial
at Pleasant View Cemetery
in St. Ignatius.

Thomas C.
VanderVelden, 86, died
Thursday, November 23,
2017 at his home in Plains.

Sunset Hills Funeral
Homes and Crematory are
assisting the family with
arrangements.

Remember When?
Amara Marie Neumayer
Shania Strang and Tom
Neumayer welcomed
daughter, Amara Marie
Neumayer, Tuesday,
October 24, 2017 at 12:58
p.m. at Clark Fork Valley
Hospital in Plains. She
weighed six pounds, 11
ounces and measured 19
inches long. Amara joins
siblings Carter and Dylan.
Maternal grandparents
are Daryl and Cheryl
Strang of Oroville, Calif.
Maternal great-grandparents are Jackie and

AMARA NEUMAYER
Edward Duffy of Usk,
Wash.
Welcome, Amara.

Thank You
The family of Bob Burrese wishes to thank
all of you who came to us when we needed
you. We were gifted with cards, letters,
money, food, kind words and many hugs.

We feel blessed to know you

Continued from page 2

only one school was
needed.
The present Camas
Prairie school is located
near where a general
merchandise store and post
office were located. The
store and post office were
destroyed by fire as was
the central school which
was close by.
The two-room school
at Whitepine which was
also destroyed by fire,
indirectly brought about
the close of the Belknap
school, which was in the
same school district. This
area is now a part of the
Thompson Falls district as
the result of an annexation
election held several years
ago.
Many schools
particularly in the eastern
part of the county, had
short school terms due
to lack of money. Most
of the teachers had little
better than a high school
education but what they
lacked in education
they certainly made up
by application. Their
pay averaged about
$50 a month. A law
on the Montana books
provided for setting up
normal training courses
in certain high schools.
The completion of these
courses entitled a student

Losing
Your
Medicare Plan?
I Have Medicare Plans
For Your County
No Networks!
You Can Go To Any Doctor and Hospital
In The United States That Takes Medicare!
My Medicare Plans Start For
Less Than $44.00 Per Month
Have Questions?
Please Call Ken Topliff 406-249-5701

to be certified to teach in
Montana for two years.
Original members taking
the normal training course,
still residing in Thompson
Falls are Veanna Kumpu
Previs, Helen Cluzen
Muster and Ivy Reeder
Kendall.
The names of the
schools were assigned for
various reasons. Quite
often they were named for
the person who donated
a parcel of land for the
building site. Space will
not permit the listing of
all the one-room schools,
but a few that I recall are:
Belknap, my first school;
River Echos, near Cabinet
Gorge; Antelope, near
Niarada; Oliver Gulch and
Big Bend, both located in
the far eastern part of the
county; Austin school on
the Blue Slide.
Other one-room
schools were at Heron,
Noxon, Beaver Creek,
Trout Creek, Swamp
Creek, Poverty Flat, Eddy,
Woodlin, Carter, Ess
(Swamp Creek)
DAM HELPED BUILD
SCHOOL
It was in late August
1926 when I first saw
Noxon, Montana. I was on
my way to teach school in
Belknap. At that time there
was little about Noxon
to interest to me except
that the date on the school
was 1922 which happened
to be the year that I was
graduated from high
school. Little history is
available about the Noxon
school but I was informed
by an old timer that some
basketball was played in
the rear of a saloon.
The building built in
1922 provided for a small
gym which no doubt
was a part of the study
hall. The CCC’s camp
up Thompson River was
abandoned in the 1940s.
Noxon received the gym
that had been constructed
there. As far as the gym
was concerned, it left a lot
to be desired but at least it
was an improvement over
the others.
With the construction
of the two dams – Cabinet
Gorge and Noxon Rapids
– came a big change. The
dams increased the taxable
valuation of the district to
a point where they could
build a suitable school
plant. The Noxon school
building was built and a
spacious gym was added.

FALLS CHAPEL
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD
414 East Haley Avenue

Loving God, Loving People
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Family Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Church
Teen Spirit Youth Group - Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
Pastors John & Cheryl Chamblin - Home: 827-4120 Cell: 544-3794

THOMPSON
FALLS CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Devoted to Jesus Christ our
Lord and to the Fellowship,
to the breaking of Bread
and Prayer
Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Corner of Church & Haley
827-3380

CABINET
MOUNTAIN
BIBLE CHURCH
Highway 200 - Trout Creek

Sunday Services
Everyone Welcome!

Sunday School
Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
AWANA, grade K-6 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Call for more information
Pastor Dan “Hap” Cheff, 827-3511
A Rocky Mountain Bible Mission

WHITEPINE
COMMUNITY
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST
CHURCH
Highway 200 - Trout Creek
Saturday Service
Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
Church Service
11:00 a.m.
Pastor Ilko Tcharkarov
406-407-0740
For information, call 827-5744

NEW LIFE
FELLOWSHIP
Pentecostal Church
Where Jesus still does miracles
Airport Road - Thompson Falls
Sunday Prayer
Sunday Worship
Wednesday
Thursday - Heron

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Children’s church provided Sunday
morning and Wednesday evenings.
Rev. Irene Anderson: 827-4406

10:00 a.m.
10:50 a.m.

Sunday Service
Noon
Pastor John Hancock
847-852-0476
Information: 827-9305

Handicap Accessible
EVERYONE INVITED

OUR SAVIOR’S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA

611 Ogden Ave., Thompson Falls
Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday school biweekly
during worship
Fellowship each Sunday following
worship.
Pastor Carol Seilhymer
826-4080 • pr.carols@gmail.com

“Inviting all to grow in Christ”

SANDERS COUNTY CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
ST. JAMES PLAINS Sunday Mass 11 a.m.
SACRED HEART HOT SPRINGS MISSION Sun. Mass 1st & 3rd 1:00 p.m.
ST. WILLIAM THOMPSON FALLS Sunday Mass 8:45 a.m.
NOXON MISSION NOXON Sat. Mass 2nd & 4th 4:00 p.m.
Rev. Jeffrey Benusa
Thompson Falls: 827-4433

GOSPEL MOUNTAIN ASSEMBLY OF GOD
We Have Good News For You!!

Sunday
Coffee & Fellowship
Sunday School, all ages
Morning Worship
Eve. Worship/Study

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Food Bank
Luncheon

Wednesday
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

Call if you need a ride, 827-4611
Pastor Charlie Denson

THOMPSON FALLS COMMUNITY
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Bringing the Community to Christ and Christ to the Community
Matt Schraeder, Pastor
Church Study: 827-3706
Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church Ages 3-4th grade
Wednesday
Youth Group 6:30 p.m.
We invite you to come worship with us.

SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
LUTHERAN CHURCH - Missouri Synod
1192 Mt. Silcox Road, Thompson Falls
Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m., Worship Service 11:00 a.m. - Noon
Fellowship - Noon — Everyone Welcome!
Pastor Ray Larson
827-9570

TROUT CREEK COMMUNITY CHURCH
17 Larch Street in Trout Creek
Sunday School — 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Pastor Jerry Windle
827-4814

OPEN DOOR BAPTIST CHURCH
1191 Mt. Silcox Road, at the Thompson Falls Senior Center
Sunday School — 9:45-10:45 a.m. Service — 11 a.m. - Noon
Website: odbaptistchurch.com
Pastor Jim Hantz 406-750-8379 or 406-827-1585

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, est. 1985
705 Main Street, Thompson Falls

406-827-3435

Pastor: Jeffrey Phillips Home: 406-847-5310 Cell: 406-830-1607
Sunday School/Bible Study: All ages 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m. - Noon
Children’s worship and nursery available during this time
Sunday Evening Bible Study: 5-6 p.m.
Friday: Women’s Hour of Prayer — 1 p.m.
All are welcome!

Need a Ride?
s
Age
All ome
lc
We ide
to R

Local or Regional

CALL US! 741-2346
www.rideSCT.com

Sanders County
Transportation
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BUSINESS SERVICES
ATTORNEY

Timothy G. Goen
Attorney at Law

108 S. Madison

P.O. Box 2317
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

(406) 827-7500

nwmtlaw@blackfoot.net

CARPENTRY

Yoder
Craft

All Phases Remodeling
Finish Carpentry
Porches • Decks
Additions
Licensed & Insured

406-546-0664

Serving Sanders County

AIR COND./HEATING

ANIMAL FEEDS

Clark Fork
Heating
& Air
Conditioning

Need Livestock Feed?
WE HAVE IT!

Sales
& Service
406-529-3012
CARPET CLEANING

Carpet Cleaning
Fire/Water
Restoration
Mold Remediation
Tile & Grout
Cleaning
Casey Helvey
406-546-3650

AUCTION SERVICE

FARM
RANCH
ESTATE

Cracked
Ground
Whole

kevinhillauctions.com

CARPET CLEANING

CHIROPRACTOR

captain
carpet

Lundgren
Chiropractic

827-4443
DOUG DUFFIELD, OWNER
THOMPSON FALLS

Tom Wagler
(406) 827-8667
Cell (406) 360-2396
cabmtwood@icloud.com

Kevin Hill
531-7927

246-3272
10827 Hwy. 200 • Dixon, MT

Rx20 TRUCK
MOUNT SYSTEM

LLC

Custom Kitchen
and
Bath Cabinets

Providing
Auctioneering
Services
Since 1984

Top Quality Ingredients &
Good Prices
Custom Mix or Standard

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

CABINET
MOUNTAIN
WOODWORKS

AUCTIONS

Dixon
Feeds

Carpet & Upholstery
Tile Cleaning
Fire & Flood Restoration

CABINETS

CONSTRUCTION

BEACHY

CONSTRUCTION

& Wellness Clinic
Gentle Activator
Chiropractic Technique for all
Spinal & Joint Related Problems
Nutritional Conseling &
Support for Most Health Problems
Weight Loss/
Detoxification Programs

New Homes • Garages
Additions
Quality You Can Trust!

Accepting Medicare • Workers Comp
VA • Healthy MT Kids (and Plus)
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Insurance
Auto Accident & Major Credit Cards

546-1095

827-5500 for appointment
2410 Main St. E. - T. Falls

BeachyConstruction.com
Thompson Falls, MT

DRY CLEANING

FENCING

Dry
Cleaning

Cascade
Fencing

Drop Off & Pickup at

The Ledger

FARM & RANCH
FENCING

In by Wednesday
morning back the next Wednesday!

• Barbed Wire
• Horse Fence
• Feild Fence
• High-tensile
• Post Driving

603 Main
Thompson Falls
827-3421
FLOORING

OPTOMETRIST

THOMPSON FALLS
FLOORING

Dr. Wm E. Shull
Optometrist

Carpet - Tile
Vinyl - Laminate Flooring
SALES & SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

Dennis Wilhelmsen

406-827-4092

Cell: 406-260-0339

(406) 320-2225

826-3761
Plains
SIGNS

The Signworks
At The Ledger
603 Main • 827-3421
Thompson Falls

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

Green Way
Sprinklers
The Path to a
Greener Lawn

Design & Install
Underground Sprinklers
& Drip Systems
Maintenance & Repair
Irrigation Blowouts
Cory Freeman
827-9686
Cell: 370-3080

In county - $38
In Montana - $52
Out of State - $53
Snowbird-$45.50

Licensed & Insured

TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE

827-TIRE (8473)
Tire service for passenger,
commercial, farming & rec.
Automotive services:
Oil change, lube, shocks,
brakes, battery, etc.
Custom hydraulic hoses
M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. by Appt.
4879 Hwy. 200 - Thompson Falls

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
PAY CASH & SAVE! $4 a week for the first 35 words when
payment accompanies ad. Each additional word, 15 cents
per word. $5 a week for the first 35 words when billed
to an account. Each additional word, 15 cents per word.
BUY 3, GET 2 FREE! Schedule an ad for 3 weeks,
get the fourth and fifth weeks free!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS 10 A.M. TUESDAY.

Across
1. Certain
apartment
5. Amigo
8. Preserve, in a way
12. Halo, e.g.
13. Break
14. Bender
15. Computer
picture
16. “I had no ___!”
17. Forgo
18. Trembled
20. “Shoo!”
21. Downy duck
22. Coal container
23. Cold and sticky
hands
26. Service for a
death
30. Fix, in a way
31. A, B or C
34. Eastern music
35. Ally
37. ___ v. Wade
38. Money in the
bank, say
39. Unload, as stock
40. Dog breed
42. Discharge
letters?
43. Goo
45. Spin
47. “Don’t give up!”
48. Unimpressed
50. Fill
52. Proximity
56. Auspices
57. Yorkshire river
58. Crazily
59. Great balls of
fire
60. Big game
61. Not yet final,
at law
62. Reduce, as
expenses
63. “To ___ is
human ...”
64. Put one’s foot
down?
Down

1. “O, gie me the
___ that has acres o’
charms”: Burns
2. “That hurt!”
3. German married
woman
4. Two-seater
5. Man with a
mission
6. A chieftain
7. Detective’s need
8. Those who
produce offspring
9. “Mi chiamano

SPONSORED BY

Mimi,” e.g.
10. Impose, as a tax
11. Golf ball support
13. Hippy tee style
14. Beau
19. Barely lit
22. Sticker
23. Pizza feature
24. Lid or lip
application
25. Catlike
26. Pedal pushers
27. Bob Marley fan
28. Bond, for one

29. Coffee order
50. “La Scala di ___”
32. Certain
(Rossini opera)
surgeon’s “patient”
51. Biology lab
33. “Sesame Street”
supply
watcher
52. The “C” in U.P.C.
36. Roadside
53. Arabic for
problem
“commander”
38. Appeared
54. Comme
40. Arch
ci, comme ca
41. Desk item
(hyphenated)
44. Salad green
55. ___ row
46. Letter
56. Death on the
48. More like the sky
Nile cause, perhaps
49. Doofus
Solution at scledger.net

Sharon
Sorlie

Sales Associate

Realty Northwest
406-546-5030

MLS#21711380

REDUCED $299,000

Older 4 bedroom/1 bath log home on 25.95 Acres bordering Prospect Creek and Lolo
National Forest! Has a spring fed stream that runs through this property, an updated septic
system, a hand dug well and a drilled well and beautiful mountain and valley views! The
home needs an energetic handyman but the property is absolutely beautiful!
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The Weather
DATE
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

HIGH LOW PC. REC. HIGH
38
47
58
55
45
45
47

31
37
44
36
29
35
36

.21
.41
.41
.18
.00
.00
.30

57/1989
49/1971
56/1959
53/1959
55/1960
61/1963
55/1963

WEEKEND WEATHER

FRIDAY
41/25

SATURDAY
42/32

SUNDAY
38/28

CLOUDY

CLOUDY

SNOW
SHOWERS

2017 precip. , 20.29; Nov. precip., 3.58; T. Falls River
Flow, 14,600 cfs; Noxon, 15,000 cfs; Plains, 11,400
cfs; Thompson River, 417.

Your dreams are a

Home Equity Away.
108 E. Railroad • Plains 406.826.3662
www.RMBank.com
Great Things Happen!TM

Member

FDIC

Lights
Continued from page 1

Photo by Bruce Sterling

CHECKING IN – The first visitor at the Thompson Falls check station on Sunday, the
last day of the season, was this buck. FWP reported 75 bucks at the check station
this season.

Hunting

Continued from page 1

the biggest decline was in
mule deer bucks. A total
of 51 mule deer bucks
were inspected in Region
One this year, the lowest
number since records
were first kept in 1985.
The counts at the
check stations represent
a sampling of the harvest
and do not represent
the complete number of
animals taken.
Sterling said that once

telephone surveys are
completed in the spring,
the agency will have
more information about
the hunting results in
the entire region. He
said that hunters and the
public will also have an
opportunity to provide
feedback and input on
upcoming seasons and
new proposals at public
meetings in Trout Creek
set for January.
“We don’t know why the
numbers were so low,”
said Neal Anderson, FWP
Region One Wildlife

Manager. “Fortunately, we
are initiating a mule deer
study in the Fisher River
and Whitefish Range in
Region One this winter.
We hope to get valuable
information on habitat
use, nutrition, and some
data on mortality rates.”
Throughout FWP
Region One, 16,269
hunters passed through
the six game check
stations from Oct. 21 to
Nov. 26. Total whitetailed deer for the region
was 1,275, mule deer 51
and elk 78.

another job for four years,
but started up again when
he returned. Highcrane said
the club checked out the
lights to make sure they
were working on Friday
and found that several
needed new bulbs. He
said 10 of them don’t light
up at all. The president
said they’d like to get
new ones, but they cost
between $200-$400 apiece.
Highcrane said the club
would accept donations
toward new decorations,
which can be done by
mailing them to the Plains
Lions Club, P.O. Box 721,
Plains, MT 59859. The
decorations are owned by
the Lions Club, but stored
at the City Hall garage.
The Plains Lions
Club sponsors several
community projects
throughout the year,
including a Halloween hot
dog roast, an Easter egg

Book
Continued from page 1

Also worth commending
is the time and effort put
into seeking out the historic
buildings and homes to
collect a catalog of images
that fairly represent the
vintage look of Thompson
Falls architecture.
“My husband, Denny,
and Linda Rocheleau
from the Sanders County
Historical Society [who
co-authored the book
with Fredi, using Ann’s
notes] used Rocheleau’s
knowledge of the area and
properties, as well as her
familiarity with the Sanders
County Museum’s archives
to capture a great catalog
of these structures.”
Some of Pargeter’s
favorite highlights in the
book include president
Teddy Roosevelt’s two
visits to Thompson Falls,
where he enjoyed the company and character of local
hunting guide, John Willis.
Those were the days
when the Black Bear Inn
was lodging fit for a president, and two balconies
crested the second floor
facing Main Street.

Dinner &
Concert Tickets
$40

Ledger photo by Annie Wooden

THOMPSON FALLS FLAIR – Body Leaf of NorthWestern
Energy hangs a lighted tree on Main Street. The Clark
Fork Valley Elks recently helped refurbish the Main Stret
decorations.
hunt, and a wading pool
in the summer. They also
collect spectacles and go to
each of the county schools
to provide free eye exams

for the students. The club’s
only fundraiser is when
they co-sponsor the fair’s
demolition derby.

Some will be surprised
to read that the legendary Wyatt Earp strolled
through town, marking the
first arrival of gold which
was stashed in his gun boot
and didn’t get spent here.
Those were the days when
Belknap boasted a population of about 3,000 souls.
Some may be familiar with
the thermal vent tunnels
perforating the town, deep
caverns that are seemingly
bottomless that spew frigid
air. Not only were these
phenomena the first form
of refrigeration in the area,
but there are old stories

from across the U.S. dubbing the cold air wells
“the eighth wonder of the
world.”
With her years of experience, Pargeter took a
look at Ann’s notes and
figured she could whip the
Thompson Falls book out
in a short time.
“I have been at this
for three years,” Pargeter
laughed. “I have to thank
Linda Rocheleau for her
attention to detail and
wealth of local knowledge,
as well as her desire to help
pursue completion of this
book.”

2018
Desk Pad
Calendars

beat
sh!
u
r
e
th the

$4.49

Sanders
County

827-3421 • 603 Main • Thompson Falls
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Sending up hope
A young man gets
help sending a
Chinese lantern up
during the Cancer
Network of Sanders
County (CNSC)
fundraiser at the
fairgrounds on
Saturday.
Sherry McCartney
with the CNSC said
the group had a
successful event, with
some participants
attending for the first
time.
This was the last
fundraiser of the year
for Cancer Network
of Sanders County.
Members of the
group sold lanterns
for $10 and people
could add messages
to the lanterns
honoring friends or
family members who
lost their battle with
cancer or continue
fighting the disease.
For more information
on the organization,
visitcancernetwork
sanderscounty.org.

Photo by Doug Wilks

Arts council presents fundraiser
by Ed Moreth
The Sanders County
Arts Council will be
hosting a fundraiser in
an effort to get money
for Paradise Center art
equipment.
The event, called “Do
Your Bidding Over a Baked
Potato Dinner,” will take

place on Saturday, Dec. 2,
at 6 p.m. in the old school’s
former gymnasium. The
event will include a
dinner and live and silent
auctions, said coordinator
Cinda Gazaway, one of the
numerous artists who have
donated their artwork to the
fundraiser.

Karen Thorson,
president of the Sanders
County Arts Council, said
the nonprofit organization
has access to the Paradise
Center, but it doesn’t have
all the needed equipment
for artists to use for their
own work and for classes
the arts council has been
conducting. Presently,
they have a dozen floor
easels, tables and chairs,
but Thorson said they
would like to obtain
equipment for other art
mediums. Gazaway said
they hope to raise enough
money to purchase a kiln
for artists in the area to
fire their work and for the
teaching of future pottery
or sculpture classes. The
arts council conducted
several art classes this year
at the Paradise Center. The
classes were put on by
experienced artists from
throughout Sanders County.
There are more than
50 pieces of art in the
silent auction, including
photographs, paintings,
prints, ceramics, pottery,

GALLERY CANVAS PRINTS

20% OFF SALE
Now through December 22

12”x12”
Reg. $35

NOW $28
16”x20”
Reg. $40

NOW $32

Send us your unique
photo or graphic, and
we’ll print it onto
museum-grade canvas
and gallery wrap it for
you on wood stretcher
bars.

18”x24”
Reg. $50

NOW $40
30”x40”

and western pencil
drawings by the late Duke
Nielsen. Artists from
Noxon to Plains donated
art for the benefit. Items
range from about 5X7 to a
24X30 print by Plains artist
Rick Harter to a custom
painted chair by Ellen
Childress, also of Plains.
An online catalogue at
sanderscountyarts.org has
been set up to show some
of the artwork that people
will able to bid on during
the silent bidding.
They also have more
than 30 items for the
live auction, all donated
by local businesses and
individuals. Dinner is $8 a
person and will include a
baked potato with toppings,
drinks and dessert. In
addition, pianist Rudi
Boukal of Thompson Falls
will provide live music
during the event.

Schools spread
holiday cheer
through music
by Shana Neesvig
Nothing spreads
holiday cheer better
than good old Christmas
music. Students who
participate in band and
choir throughout Sanders
County have been
working extra hard to
please your ears, heart and
spirit this holiday season
by bringing you holiday
concerts a plenty.
Noxon School District
announces Tuesday,
Dec. 5, at 6:30 p.m.,
as the date grades K-4
take center stage in the
Noxon multipurpose
room. Following that
performance, Noxon
High School students will
resume the celebration on
Tuesday, Dec. 12, also in
the multipurpose room.
In conjunction
with Noxon concerts,
a gingerbread house
decorating competition
will take place beginning
Dec. 5, ending on Dec.
12. Voters will purchase
the right to cast a vote
for the best decorated
gingerbread house. The
winner will be announced
during the Dec. 12
concert. Proceeds will
go to the Noxon music
scholarship fund.
Thompson Falls’
students plan to bring
Christmas joy to town
beginning Tuesday, Dec.
12, at 7 p.m., when the
junior high and high

school music students
perform at the high school
gymnasium. There will
be four groups bringing
forth their best in musical
talents. Both junior high
and high school bands
and choirs will perform,
and the high school select
choir and jazz band will
also be showcased.
Elementary students,
grades K-6, from
Thompson Falls will
spread holiday happiness
on Monday, Dec. 18, at
7:00 p.m., in the junior
high gymnasium, located
on the elementary school
campus.
Plains Christmas
concerts will begin with
the elementary student’s
concert, which will
take place on Thursday,
Dec. 14. Following this
will be the high school
performing Monday, Dec.
18. Both concerts will
take place in the Plains
High School gymnasium
starting at 7 p.m.
Hot Springs students
will perform their holiday
music medley at school
on Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 7
p.m.
To finish off Sanders
County School’s holiday
music festival, Thompson
Falls’ students will hold
a talent show at The
Rex, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to
attend and admission is
free.

Please turn to page 14
fsbmsla.com

What’s better than a
helping hand? Two.
Help us double the comfort and joy provided
by the Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund.
We’ll match your dollars* to help those in our communities who
need a helping hand or two. Mail your contribution to one of the
addresses below, or drop it off at either location.

Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund
c/o First Security Bank
107 S. Fulton / PO Box 3500
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund
c/o First Security Bank
510 W. Railroad / PO Box 100
Plains, MT 59859

*Up to $1,000 for a total of $2,000.

Reg. $95

NOW $76

Special Sizes Available By Request

Here for life.
DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK

ledger@blackfoot.net • 827-3421 • 603 Main Street

First Security Bank, 510 West Railroad Street, Plains, MT. 826-2000
107 South Fulton, Thompson Falls, MT. 827-7000
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Plains’ All-State Trio

Ledger photos by John Hamilton

PLAINS SENIORS Jay VonHeeder, Kyle Weeks and Jessica Thompson were recently honored as All-State C performers in 8-Man football and volleyball for their efforts in the fall
sports seasons. Winter sports swing into action this week at various locales across western Montana.

VonHeeder, Weeks are All-State C; other H-Men honored
by John Hamilton
Jay VonHeeder has been named as the co-Western C
defensive player of the year and, along with fellow senior
Kyle Weeks, was also named All-State C by vote of division coaches recently.
VonHeeder was honored as first team all-conference at
tight end on offense and first team at defensive end to lead
Plains selections on the team.
Weeks, who also played effectively at quarterback for
the Horsemen in the quarterback-rich Western C last fall,
made first team at defensive back and punt returner to
earn his All-State honors.
A total of six Horsemen players were accorded Western
C honors.
In addition to the All-State C performers, Plains senior
Tanner Ovitt was named first team at running back, junior
Orion Pry-Hyde first team kickoff returner, junior Rusty
Stuart (in spite of playing only part of the season due to
injury) earned a first team nod on the defensive line and
third team honors on the offensive line, and senior Sinjin
LaDeaux gained second team recognition at outside linebacker.
VonHeeder shares the Western C’s defensive player
of the year honor with Flint Creek senior Colton Grange,
who, in turn, shared the division’s offensive player of year
award with Charlo junior Landers Smith.
Flint Creek, a co-op between Philipsburg and
Drummond, won the State C 8-Man title by defeating

Forsyth in Philipsburg two weeks ago.
Montana high school all-conference sports team are
selected by league coaches following completion of regular season play.

2017 Western C
8-Man Football All-Conference
First team offense
Quarterback – Colton Grange, sr., Flint Creek; Landers Smith,
jr., Charlo; Offensive Line – George Shick, sr., Arlee; Kane Hess,
jr., Flint Creek; Slot Back – Jaxon Lee, soph., Flint Creek; Toby
Odom, sr., Charlo; Receiver – Chase Gardner, jr., Arlee; Dylan
Parks, jr., Darby; Flint McPherson, jr., Mission; Running Back – Eli
Rosen, sr., Victor; Tanner Ovitt, sr., Plains; Center – Brock Tomlin,
jr., Charlo; Wyatt Day, jr., Victor; Tight End – Jay VonHeeder,
sr., Plains; Riley Allen, jr., Flint Creek; Punter – Reece Doney,
sr., Arlee; Connor Voll, sr., Clark Fork; Kickoff Returner – Dylan
Parks, jr., Darby; Orion Pry-Hyde, jr., Plains; Offensive Player of
the Year – Grange, Flint Creek; Smith, Charlo.
First team defense
Defensive Line – Lean Kayser, sr., Darby; Rusty Stuart, jr.,
Plains; Inside Linebacker – Colton Grange,. Sr., Flint Creek;
Toby Odom, sr., Charlo; Defensive Back – Jaxon Lee, soph., Flint
Creek; Kyle Weeks, sr., Plains; Defensive End – Jay VonHeeder,
sr., Plains; Riley Allen, jr., Flint Creek; Outside Linebacker –
Landers Smith, jr., Charlo; Luke Holland, jr., Flint Creek; Kicker
– Landers Smith, jr., Charlo; Nate Samuli, jr., Seeley-Swan;
Defensive Player of the Year – Grange, Flint Creek; VonHeeder,
Plains.
Second team offense
Bryce Nye, soph., Twin Bridges; Lane Schall, jr., Arlee;

Plains games will be aired County players earn
volleyball recognition
for 2017 campaign
This weekend’s Plains High School basketball games at
the Tip-Off Tournament in Frenchtown will be on the air
for those who would like to listen to them.
Plains business owner and diehard Horsemen and
Trotter supporter Randy Garrison said Anderson
Broadcasting will stream the games live on andersonbroadcasting.com, or that folks can be directed to that site from
the Plains High School web page.
As he has for football and basketball games in the past,
Garrison will handle the play-by-play commentary for the
games, while someone else from Plains (he mentioned Carl
Benson as a possibility) will provide color commentary.
Garrison said Friday’s broadcast will feature the
Horsemen playing Drummond at 10:30 a.m. and the
Trotters taking on the Drummond girls at noon. On
Saturday, the Plains boys will face Valley Christian at 3
p.m. and the girls will play Clark Fork at 6 p.m.

Carter, Brubaker, Weltz
named to 6-Man squad
Three Noxon Red
Devil football players have
been named to the Western
C 6-Man all-conference
team, and one of those
three, senior Dakota Carter,
has also earned All-State C
recognition.
Although he did not
have a complete listing of
all of the Western C selections, coach Bart Haflich
said Carter, junior Levi
Brubaker and sophomore

Rylan Weltz were the three
Red Devil gridders picked
by league coaches for post
season honors following
the regular season of play.
The Red Devils used a
five-game winning streak
to gain the playoffs this
fall, giving Noxon its first
trip to the State C playoffs
since way back in 1999,
when coach Haflich was a
sophomore player on that
Red Devils squad.

by John Hamilton
Four Plains Trotters, four
Hot Springs Savage Heat
girls and three Noxon Lady
Red Devils have been honored by being selected for the
District 14C All-Conference
volleyball team for the 2017
season.
Plains seniors Jessica
Thompson and Rachel
Huenink were named
first team All-14C, with
Thompson being further
honored as one of only two
players from the district to
earn All-State C recognition.
Trotter seniors Kara Altmiller
and Lindsay Laws were
named second team all-conference.
From Hot Springs, two
sister pairs were honored
as twins Sage and Sydney
Jackson, and Danielle and
McKennzie Cannon were
named to the 14C squad.
Danielle Cannon and Sage
Jackson earned second team
honors while Sydney Jackson
and McKennzie Cannon garnered honorable mention.
Danielle Cannon is a junior
while the other three Hot
Springs girls are sophomores.

Noxon junior Kristina
Brown was named second
team and Lady Devil teammates Cory Brodmerkle,
a senior, and Anna Kaiser,
a junior, earned honorable
mention.
All-conference teams are
selected by league coaches
following the regular season.
District 14C Volleyball
2017 All-Conference Team
First team
Jessica Thompson, Plains;
Kaitlin Cox, Charlo; Mikayla
Rieken, Arlee; Eden Morin,
Arlee; Rachel Huenink, Plains.
Second team
Allie Delaney, Charlo;
Danielle Cannon, Hot Springs;
Sage Jackson, Hot springs;
Kristina Brown, Noxon; Kara
Altmiller, Plains; Lindsay Laws,
Plains; Anna Sanford, St.
Regis.
Honorable Mention
Bella Hawk, Charlo; Sakoya
Gaustad, Charlo; Sydney
Jackson, Hot Springs;
McKennzie Cannon, Hot
Springs; Cory Brodmerkle,
Noxon; Anna Kaiser, Noxon;
Emma Hill, St. Regis.
All-State C
Jessica Thompson, Plains;
Kaitlin Cox, Charlo.

Offensive Line – Brady Fryberger, sr., Charlo; Lean Kayser,
sr., Darby; Slot back – Bob Hotchkiss Wilson, jr., Victor; Will
Mesteth, sr., Arlee; Receiver – Flint McPherson, jr., Mission,
Connor Voll, sr. Clark Fork; Running Back – Colby Manley, jr.,
Flint Creek; Gus Bosley, sr., Mission; Center – Rory Bird, sr., Arlee;
Andrew Gomez, sr., Flint Creek; Tight End – Jedi Christy, soph.,
Mission; Garritt Gleason, jr., Victor.
Second team defense
Defensive Line – Kane Hess, jr., Flint Creek; Rory Bird, sr.,
Arlee; Inside Linebacker – Nelson Smith, soph., Darby; Gus
Bosley, sr., Mission; Defensive Back – Dylan Parks, jr., Darby;
Tyson Petticrew, sr., Charlo; Defensive End – George Shick, sr.,
Arlee; Andrew Gomez, sr., Flint Creek; Outside Linebacker –
Sinjin LaDeaux, sr., Plains; Connor Voll, sr., Clark Fork.
Third team offense
Offensive Line – Rusty Stuart, jr., Plains; Waylon Barta, sr.,
Victor.
Third team defense
Defensive Line – Waylon Barta, sr., Victor; Brock Tomlin, jr.,
Charlo; Inside Linebacker – Kaleb Garrison, sr., Twin Bridges;
Lane Schall, jr., Arlee; Defensive Back – Bryce Nye, soph.,
Twin Bridges; Chase Gardner, jr., Arlee; Defensive End – Brady
Fryberger, sr., Charlo; Lane Frandsen, sr., Twin Bridges; Outside
Linebacker – Colby Manley, jr., Flint Creek; Will Mesteth, sr.,
Arlee.
All-State C
Landers Smith, jr., Charlo; Jay VonHeeder, sr., Plains; Colton
Grange, sr., Flint Creek; Toby Odom, sr., Charlo; Dylan Parks,
jr., Darby; Jaxon Lee, soph., Flint Creek; Kyle Weeks, sr., Plains;
Riley Allen, jr., Flint Creek; George Shick, sr., Arlee; Eli Rosen, sr.,
Victor; Will Mesteth, sr., Arlee; Tyson Petticrew, sr., Charlo.

SANDERS COUNTY
SPORTS CALENDAR
fsbmsla.com

PROUD SPONSOR
OF OUR COMMUNITY

WRESTLING
Friday-Saturday

Polson Invitational

BOYS BASKETBALL
Friday-Saturday

Tip Off Tournament at Frenchtown
Saturday
Thompson Falls at Libby

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Friday-Saturday

Tip Off Tournament at Frenchtown
Saturday
Thompson Falls at Libby
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Minus Kenny,
P-HS wrestling
coaches named

Heat move back
to 6-Man game
by John Hamilton
Consider Hot Springs’
8-Man football experiment
a failure.
After one year as an
8-Man football entity, when
they could not field enough
players to compete at that
level and were forced into a
junior varsity only schedule,
Hot Springs was returned to
the 6-Man ranks last week
by a vote of the Montana
High School Association
Board of Directors.
Hot Springs officials
might hate to tell the MHSA
we told you so, but they had
petitioned the organization
prior to being moved into
the 8-Man game that that
form of football would not
work in Hot Springs.
The 2017 season of only
a partial JV schedule (the
remainder was scrapped
when one of the Savage
Heat’s only players went
down with an injury) made
Hot Springs’ 6-Man point

evident, there simply are
not enough football players
in the Spa City high school
to support playing at the
8-Man level.
Under the guidance of
coach Jim Lawson, the
Savage Heat have a rich
history in the 6-Man game,
winning State C titles in
2012 and 2016.
Gardiner, BroadviewLavina and DentonGeyser-Stanford also were
approved by the MHSA to
participate in 6-Man football beginning next school
year.
In other business
addressed at the MHSA’s
November meeting, Twin
Bridges was moved into
the Southern C division
for 8-Man football, and the
board approved the consolidation of Montana’s four
Class B-C divisions into
only two, also beginning
with the 2018-2019 school
year.

by John Hamilton
Will the Horsemen be off
to the races again this year?
Fresh off of an impressive 20-4 season, including
being the only team to
defeat State C champion
Arlee last year, coach Mike
Cole is guardedly optimistic
about his Plains boys going
into this season.
The Horsemen lost AllState C and District 14C
first team performer Ryan
Ovitt, 14C first teamer Alec
Cole and second teamer
Aaron VonHeeder from that
team, leaving second team
14C pick Jay VonHeeder,
now a senior, as Plains’
only returning all-conference player.
In spite of the loss of his
big three players from last
year, coach Cole sees his
Plains boys being competitive again this upcoming
season, which begins in
the Tip-Off Tournament in
Frenchtown. The Horsemen
are set to play Drummond
at 10:30 a.m. Friday and
then Valley Christian at 3
p.m. Saturday.
“We will be a little rough
at first,” he said, “but I have
been impressed with our
length, speed and athleticism in practice. We should
be all right after we get a

few games under our belt.”
Besides Jay VonHeeder,
seniors Kyle Weeks,
Tanner Ovitt and Sinjin
LaDeaux, and juniors Matt
McCracken and Derick
Curry all return with varsity
experience. Additionally,
senior Wyatt Weyers,
who missed last year with
an injury, is back, and
senior transfer Brandon
Managhan, formerly of St.
Regis, will become eligible
to play later this season.
“We were a little spoiled
last year, that was a pretty
good team,” Cole offered.
“We will probably have to
work a little harder this season but that’s the way this
stuff usually works.”
Cole sees District 14C as
being a tough place to play
this season.
“Arlee is going to be
very, very good again this
year,” he said, “they have
two All-Staters (Phillip
Malatare and Will Mesteth)
back and a strong supporting cast. Charlo has four
starters back, a new coach
and are very athletic in their
own right and Noxon has
all kinds of size returning,
they should be tough, too.
“The 14C tourney could
be an interesting one,” he
added.

Horsemen retool;
set to begin play

Blue Hawk grapplers
are ready to rock
and roll in Polson

by John Hamilton
The wrestling deck may
be stacked in Thompson
Falls’ favor this winter, and
coach Ian Taylor is excited
about this year’s Blue Hawk
grappling team as a result.
“We are ready to get
after it,” he said. “We have
19 kids out and a good bit
of experience returning. We
are thinking we could do
pretty well as a team this
year.”
Taylor’s optimism is
based on some simple
facts; he has five wrestlers
returning with State B-C
tournament experience, and
has eight seniors total on
the roster. And the Hawks
appear as if they could fill
most of the weight classes
this year with that grand
total of 19 grapplers out for
nice to get a few more but
the sport
I guess this is what it is
Of the five that went
like in small-town Montana
to the State B-C last winsometimes.”
ter – Kaleb Frank at 113,
Juniors Delaney Weltz
and Anna Kaiser, both hon- Sam Ostwald at 138, Cody
orable mention District 14C Garrison at 152, Jase
Sorenson at 170 and Austin
all-conference picks from
last year, return to lead the Cooper at 205 – Sorenson
(second place) and Frank
abbreviated Lady Devils,
(fourth place) both earned
and junior Kristina Brown
medals in helping the
and senior Phalyn Fickas
Hawks score 44 points at
also are back.
the Metra in Billings.
The dearth of players
Frank and Sorenson
has Haflich thinking his
girls will need to play pret- also were the Hawks’ only
Western B-C individual
ty tough this season. “It is
divisional champs last wingoing to take some Ironter.
woman play for us to be
Taylor said that Frank
able to compete,” he said.
will probably wrestle at 120
“And we won’t be able to
this season, Sorenson will
afford any injuries or foul
likely go at 182, and Irvine
troubles either.”
at 160. Garrison and Cooper

Lady Devils ready
By John Hamilton
If there truly is strength
in numbers, Bart Haflich
and his Noxon Lady Red
Devils are hoping that the
number 6 is the strongest
one of all.
That’s because 6 is the
number of players the
Noxon girls have on their
roster this season.
Although there is some
talk about bringing up a
junior high player or two to
augment the Devils’ lineup,
the short number of players
on hand could derail what
could possibly be a pretty
good season for the Noxon
girls.
“We have some pretty
good players, just not very
many of them,” Haflich
said. “It would have been

Ledger phto by John Hamilton

FRESHMAN ON THE FRONTLINE - Lady Hawk freshman
Riley Wilson sets a shot against Troy several weeks ago.

should remain at their
weights from last season.
Down the lineup card,
Garrett Jones will probably wrestle at 103 or 113
pounds, and freshmen
Roman Sparks, Nathan
Ostwald and Lucas
Anderson will go at 113,
126 and 132, respectively.
Dakota Irvine will wrestle
at 182, Austin McDaniel at
205 and Seth Allarcon at
heavyweight.
The Hawks will open
the season competing in the
Polson Invitational Friday
and Saturday. Taylor said
the mat action will begin in
Polson at 2 p.m. Friday and
wrap up Saturday evening.
Several Class A and a few
AA schools, along with a
several B-C squads generally compete in the Polson
tourney any given season.
Whatever happens this
season, Taylor said he has
some committed grapplers
in his wrestling room right
now.
“Wrestling is a sport
where you get out of it what
you put into it,” he said,
“and that means putting
in some hard work to be
successful. These guys, as
a group, have been getting
to school early and working out in the weight room
every morning. They are
really focused on doing
well this season.”
As he was last year,
Taylor will once again be
assisted by Ryan Ostwald
and Bob Thornhill n coaching the Hawks.

by John Hamilton
With heavy hearts, the
Plains-Hot Springs wrestling team will soldier on
without their regular commander in chief this season.
As everyone in the city
of Plains and the community of Montana prep wrestling already knows, Kenny
Marjerrison will not be
coaching this season due to
a tragic accident that no one
could have predicted only
weeks before the season
officially started.
And, as everyone in
Plains continues to attempt
to deal with the loss of a
great man who meant so
much to so many, Plains
school officials reluctantly
have made arrangements
for carrying on with the
wrestling program this
upcoming season. After an
emergency meeting with
school officials, Jeff Kujala
graciously agreed to coach
the Savage Horsemen, and
Kenneth Beech, Jake Lile
and Rocky Wagoner agreed
to be his assistants.
“The administration
asked me to do it,” Kujala
said, “and we really need
the assistants because
there was just so much
that Kenny took care of, I
didn’t think I could do it all.
Kenny was a pretty amazing person.”
No stranger to PlainsHot Springs wrestling,
Kujala is the father of
former Savage Horsemen
greats Dennis, Tim and
Russell Kujala, and Russell
remains the only two-time
P-HS state champion in
program history. Jeff also
says that he has become a
Montana wrestling junkie of
sorts based on the way he
tracks the sport during any
given season.
When Russell was in
sixth grade, Jeff began a
weight program at Plains
High School some ten years
ago, and has been running
that early morning, beforeschool program ever since,
giving him some insight
into what he is stepping into

as the new head coach.
The Savage Horsemen
made a strong team showing in the post season
last winter. After winning
fourth in team scoring at
the Western B-C Divisional
meet, the Savage Horsemen
went on to the State B-C
meet and grabbed an
impressive fifth place finish
there.
And that is not even
counting the shocking
team win by the Savage
Horsemen at the Choteau
Invitational earlier on in the
season.
State champion James
DeTienne (at 152 pounds)
and Kane Lawson (second
at 160) led P-HS to the
stellar team result at the
state meet, but both of those
Hot Springs standouts have
graduated. Coach Kujala is
still optimistic about this
year’s squad in spite of the
departures.
“We have a really good
group of seniors to build
around,” Kujala said.
Leading that list of
returning lettermen are
seniors Daniel Uli (third
at 120 pounds in the State
B-C), Luke Lile (sixth at
145) and Austin Stafford
(who wrestled at 138 in
the State B-C), and junior
Josiah Vanderwall (who
also advanced at 126).
Lile won second at his
weight in the Western B-C
meet leading up to the State
B-C, and Uli, Stafford and
Vanderwall all placed third
in the Western B-C last
winter.
Kujala says Uli is weighing in at about 126-132
pounds this season, Stafford
is still at 138, Vanderwall
will probably go at 132 and
Lile will grapple at 160.
The Savage Horsemen
will begin the season Dec. 7
hosting a quadrangular meet
also featuring Thompson
Falls, Mission and Arlee.
P-HS grapplers will then
compete in the Bob Kinney
Invitational in Superior
Dec. 9.

by John Hamilton
A coach for all seasons,
Bart Haflich, who guides
the Noxon football team in
the fall and both the boys
and girls basketball teams
concurrently in the winter,
says the hoop season snuck
up on him a little bit this
season. In a good kind of
way.
And that just might have
been because of the great
job he did in guiding the
Red Devil football team
into the State C playoffs
for the first time in 18 long
years. Although that did
extend the football season
a week, it did shorten the
break between the gridiron
and the basketball court a
week as well.
“It’s basketball season and we are playing
already,” he said sounding
just a little surprised, “but
we will be ready Friday.”
The Devils will open

the season in the Tip-Off
Tournament at Frenchtown,
playing Clark Fork (the
co-op between Superior
and Alberton) at noon
Friday and Lincoln at noon
Saturday in the two-day
tourney.
Haflich thinks the Devil
boys could be a pretty good
squad, if they are in the
right mindset, after a 4-16
campaign in 2016-2017..
“If we play with the right
attitude, we might sneak up
on some people,” he said.
“We have some pretty good
experience and some pretty
good size underneath. The
rest is up to us.”
Seniors Cody Cable and
Ethan Hinrichsen, juniors
Alex Currie, Logan Wood
and Edison VanVleet, and
sophomores Rylan Weltz
and Aiden Galloway return
to form the core for this
year’s Red Devils.

Red Devil boys
could make noise

ATTENTION HUNTERS
We have Beetles that want
to clean your Deer,
Elk, Bear, etc.

SKULL ARTISTRY
Specializing in European Skull Mounts

Dwight & Faith Zimmerman
827-0502
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Sky’s the limit for Hawks Very young Heat begin anew
by John Hamilton
The sky is the limit, but the sky is
crowded, too.
The Thompson Falls Blue Hawk boys
have a very good squad going into this
season. The problem is, a lot of the other
teams in the Western B division are looking pretty good as well. And only two
Western B teams will be moving on to the
State B tourney later on this season.
The Western B includes defending
District 7B champion Bigfork, which did
not graduate anyone from that conference-winning team, and Anaconda, which
surged to a surprising second place finish
in the State B tournament last winter and
has a lot of talent back as well. And that is
not even mentioning other potentially fine
teams like Florence and Deer Lodge from
the eastern side of the division.
Still, Thompson Falls coach Jake

Mickelson likes what his team has been
showing him going into the season, which
opens with a non-conference game at former 7B rival Libby Saturday.
“I am thinking we are going to be very
competitive this season,” Mickelson said.
“There are some good teams out there but
we like to think that we can play with any
of them.”
Seniors Danny Hoisington and Payton
Frields, first and second team District 7B
all-conference picks for the Hawks last
winter, and fellow seniors Dylan Beckman,
Michael Johnson and Nathan Thibeault,
and junior Grant Lundberg return to form
the core for this year’s Hawks.
The living legend Michael Benson
returns to coach the Blue Hawk junior
varsity this season and Scott Pardee will
coach the Hawks’ C team.

Lady Hawks team in progress
by John Hamilton
If a little teamwork can
get you a long ways, how
far will a lot of teamwork
take you?
Coach Doree Thilmony
says her Lady Hawks have
been big into the tight team
concept so far in practice
and is hoping that translates
into success on the basketball court this season.
The Lady Hawks will
open season play with
a non-conference game
against former District 7B
rival Libby, which moved
up to Class A this school
year, in Libby Saturday.
Although she has only
one starter (senior Haley
Morgan) back from last
year’s 5-14 team, Thilmony
thinks the Lady Hawks are
on an upward trend.
“These girls are not
afraid to put in the work,
a lot of them have been
showing up early in the

morning to lift weights
before school,” she said.
“And they really seem to
work together well. The
older kids are accepting of
their younger teammates
and trying to help each
other out, and that is really
good to see from my perspective.”
With Morgan the only
returning starter, Thilmony
will turn to other girls who
return from last year’s team
for support.
“Belle (Cooper) saw
significant varsity time last
year,” she said, “and Maya
(Stiles), Hope (Slater) and
Sarah (Detlaff) know the
program well, too.
“We are excited,” she
added. “We have been
working together really
well and look forward to
seeing how we compete
this season.”
Thilmony says she
has been impressed with

Morgan’s leadership so
far, and adds that freshmen
Jody Detlaff and Megan
Baxter could also see minutes at the varsity level,
sooner rather than later this
season.
Due to realignment,
there will be no district
tournament this season.
Thilmony and the Hawks
will play in the Western B
divisional tournament at
Ronan Feb. 22-24.
The Western B appears
to be very competitive
heading into the 2017-2018
season.
“From our side, Bigfork,
Troy and Eureka all have
a lot of good kids coming
back,” Thilmony said, “and
Florence, Loyola and Deer
Lodge all should be pretty
good as well. It should be
an interesting tournament
when the time comes.”

by John Hamilton
Sorry guys, but three-onthree basketball is not an
option.
The body-challenged Hot
Springs boys basketball
team only has six players
on the roster and, unlike
the football team which
was allowed to drop back
to the 6-Man game by a
vote of the MHSA (see
other story), there are no
other options for playing
the game with less than the
required five people at this
time.
Long-time Savage Heat
coach Ricky DePoe says
that his team will attempt
to play their schedule,
which begins with a pair
of games in the Tip-Off
Tournament in Frenchtown
this weekend, but isn’t sure
of how it will all go down

with so few players.
The Heat are set to
face Seeley-Swan Friday
and Darby Saturday in
Frenchtown. DePoe said he
thought the games will start
at 4:30 p.m. each day.
“What is the limit to how
many players you actually need to play?” DePoe
asked. “It’s hard to believe
that we are in this situation
but this is where we are at.
It’s going to be a long season by the looks of it.”
DePoe said that the players he has are willing and
eager, he just wishes he had
more of them on hand.
He said the roster took
its first big hit during the
football season when junior
Tyler Knudsen, one of
the better athletes in Hot
Springs right now, went
down with a broken foot.

He is not expected to be
able to play basketball this
winter.
DePoe said he has some
talented players like Justin
Salmi, Brandon Knudsen,
Tyler Carr and wrestling
convert Luke Waterbury,
but openly wonders about
what he will be forced to
do in the face of foul trouble during games, or the
possibility of another injury
or two during the season.
“We are going to really
try for the kids’ sake, but
this is going to be tough,”
he said.

Heat boys face low numbers

by John Hamilton
Oh very young what
will you bring us this time?
Though not as young as
last year, the Hot Springs
Lady Savage Heat will
again field a very young
squad, coach Richard
Jackson reports, saying that
he has two seniors, eight
sophomores and two freshmen on the roster for the
2017-2018 season.
With mostly the same
cast of players, the even
younger Savage Heat
went 7-13 last year. Karly
Lawson was a second team
District 14C all-conference
pick from that team and
McKennzie Cannon and
Stacy Gray earned 14C
honorable mention. Cannon
is now a sophomore and
Gray one of the Heat’s two

seniors.
Lawson, a junior, has
transferred to Polson, but
Cannon and Gray return to
lead the Heat this season.
Jackson says this year’s
team is again a little undersized, but that they make
up for their shortcomings
with hustle and desire. He
compared his basketball
squad to the Hot Springs
volleyball team, with mostly the same players, from
last fall. The Heat netters
were one of the best teams
in District 14C in spite of
their lack of tall players.”
“They were a very good
team, they were not very
big but they made up for
that with hard work, they
never let you win points,
you had to earn them,” he
said. “And that’s kind of

how I want them to be in
basketball, too. We want to
be that mentally tough team
that nobody wants to play
at tournament time.”
Jackson’s twin daughters, Sage and Sydney
Jackson, and Brianna Gray,
all sophomores, and junior
Danielle Cannon return,
and along with McKennize
Cannon and Stacy Gray,
form the nucleus for this
year’s team.
The Heat girls open
season play at the Tip-Off
Tournament in Frenchtown
this week, facing Lincoln
at 1:30 p.m. Friday and
Seeley-Swan at noon
Saturday. Hot Springs’ first
home game is with Arlee
Dec. 16.

by John Hamilton
The Trotters should be
good, how good remains to
be seen.
One year removed
from a 13-9 record and a
fourth place finish in the
District 14C tournament,
coach Jessica Nagy and
her Trotters will be aiming
higher this season as they
have a bevy of returning
talent to work with.
In addition to returning
District 14C first team
selections Lindsay Laws
and Jessica Thompson, now
both seniors, Nagy should
also have seniors Rachel
Huenink, Kara Altmiller
and AnaLisa Loberg,
juniors Haley Josephson,
Natalee Deschamps and
Brooklyn Stafford, and
sophomores Emma Turner,
Kylie Altmiller and Audrey
Brown back for this season.
Additionally, junior
Kassidy Kinzie, who
missed most of last season
after injuring a knee early
in the campaign, is reportedly back as well, although
not yet at 100%.
“Kassidy’s injury really
hurt us at the time but it did
give some of our other girls
a chance to play,” Nagy
said, “and that should pay
off for us this season we
are hoping.”
Put all those moving
parts together and it is easy
to see why the Trotters are
among the early favorites

to contend for honors in
District 14C and perhaps
beyond.
Nagy sees the fight for
the 14C title going similar
to how the volleyball season just went.
“That was crazy, they
ended up with a three-way
tie for first place after the
regular season and that
shows how even the league
was, and these are mostly
the same girls,” she said.
“We expect Arlee and
Charlo to be very good
and also look for Noxon
and Hot Springs to be
improved. It could be a
case of on any given night

in this conference this season.”
The Plains girls open
the season this weekend
in the Tip-Off Tournament
at Frenchtown, playing
Drummond at noon Friday
and Clark Fork at 6 p.m.
Saturday.
Nagy knows next to
nothing about Drummond
but says Clark Fork, which
is a co-op between Superior
and her hometown of
Alberton, is “undersized
but quick and scrappy and
likes to press. We expect a
good game with them,” she
said.

Trotters could be very good

Bowling Scores
Sponsored by

THOMPSON FALLS
MONDAY NITE GALS
W
L
Talk of the Town
27
17
Dangerous Dames
23.5 20.5
Whitefish Credit Union
22
22
Rock ‘n Bowl
20.5 23.5
Dolls with Balls
20
24
Rehbein Enterprises
19
25
Team Scr. Game: Whitefish Credit
Union, 425; Scr. Series: Rehbein
Enterprises, 1202; Hcp. Game:
Dangerous Dames, 654; Hcp. Series:
Dangerous Dames, 1812; Inv. Scr.
Game: Sandi Torres, 201; Scr. Series:
Sandi Torres, 535; Hcp. Game: Marilyn
Vaught, 255; Hcp. Series: Marilyn
Vaught, 648.
OVER THE HILL GANG
W
L
First Security Bank
27
13
Com’ Bak Kids
23.5 16.5
Joker’s Wild
20
20
Leftovers
17
23
Mixed Nuts
6.5 23.5
Fun Team
16
24
Team Scr. Game: First Security Bank,
686; Hcp. Game: First Security Bank,
898; Scr. Series: First Security Bank,

1893; Hcp. Series: Com’ Bak Kids, 2609;
MEN’S - Scr. Game: Dan Whittenburg,
195; Hcp. Game: Cody Brown, 250;
Scr. Series: Dan Whittenburg, 525;
Hcp. Series: Dan Whittenburg, 666;
WOMEN’S - Scr. Game: Ginger Ward,
153; Hcp. Game: Susan Rynearson,
240; Scr. Series: Ginger Ward, 420; Hcp.
Series: Marilyn Caley, 685.
ADULT/JUNIOR NO-TAP W
L
Hawk Nest
11
4
Pin Hunters
9
6
Strike Masters
9
6
Lucky Strikers
8
7
Turkey Hunters
7
8
MEN’S Scr. Game: Tony Cox, 268; Scr.
Series: Tony Cox, 465; Hcp. Game: Tony
Cox, 290; Hcp. Series: Tony Cox, 509;
WOMEN’S - Scr. Game: Jeane Cox, 276;
Scr. Series: Chelsie Trevelline, 456; Hcp.
Game: Jeane Cox, 307; Hcp. Series:
Kathryn Hawkins, 523; BOY’S-Scr.
Game: Trevor Hawkins, 233; Scr. Series:
Trevor Hawkins, 419; Hcp. Game: Zack
Harris, 266; Hcp. Series: Zack Harris,
506; GIRL’S-Scr. Game: Kinzie Cox, 110;
Scr. Series: Kinzie Cox, 226; Hcp. Game:
Kinzie Cox, 249; Hcp. Series: Kinzie
Cox, 450.

Ledger photo by John Hamilton

THOMPSON FALLS’ only all-conference football player
this fall, Jase Sorenson also earned All-State B honors.

Nuverra has immediate openings for CDL
Class A truck drivers, roustabouts and
diesel mechanics.
To apply go to www.nuverra.com/careers
or contact the office at 701-842-3618.

Internet plus TV

Thompson Falls
Veterinary Clinic
15% Off
Dental Cleaning
In February
Call to Schedule Now!

Dr. Abby Ingram
Small Animal
Medicine & Surgery
827-1234 • MM 45 - 5 mi. west of T. Falls

25
Mbps

High-Speed
Internet

Ask about
internet with
download speeds
of 25 Mbps!

Call Eagle Satellite!

190 Channels

4999

$

plus taxes

with America’s Top 120

Requires credit qualification, 2-year commitment
with early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

(800) 386-7222
Offer ends 1/15/18. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

/mo.
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HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

MISC.

GLACIER CROSS ROADS
MOTEL IN PLAINS is hiring a Housekeeping and
Guest Services Associate positions. $11/ hour.
Email your resume to info@
quinnshotsprings.com or
Fax to 406-826-4190. 2/7

TRL IS SEEKING A BOILER/
KILN OPERATOR with a
“hands on” approach. This
person will need to be team
oriented, able to operate the
boilers and kilns in and efficient and safe manner. Must
have a minimum of Montana Class 2 Boiler License.
This facility runs 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year, requiring a rotating day/night
work schedule utilizing 7
on and 7 off. Call Curt at
406-546-6237 or pick up an
application at the TRL main
office.
4/7
CNA/PCA NEEDED MondayFriday. At Addus HomeCare,
we believe that our employees are our greatest asset.
We recognize and appreciate how important you are
and the value you bring to
our clients and our company. As an Addus HomeCare Aide, you will: Work for
a rapidly growing company
in the nation’s fastest growing industry. Provide light
housekeeping and personal
care services to help clients
remain in their own homes
and maintain their independence. Enjoy the experience
of helping others and working a schedule that meets
your personal/family needs.
Promote our positive image
in the community as the
leading home care provider.
JOB REQUIREMENTS Satisfactory background check,
valid driver’s license, valid
auto insurance, and social
security card. Good communication and interpersonal
skills. Desire to compassionately work for others.
Reliable, energetic, self-motivated and well-organized.
Lifting may be required. We
offer competitive pay rates
and an outstanding work
environment! Apply on line
at: recruiting.adp.com or call
us at 406-493-5234. 1/30

QUINN’S HOT SPRINGS RESORT IS HIRING for a Pool
Hut Attendant position.
$11/hour. Email your resume to info@quinnshotpsrings.com or Fax to 406826-4190.
2/7

BUSINESS
SERVICES

4 Kids Mini Storage.
Now
open
in
T.
Falls. Lighted units.
Monthly rate 10x20,
$55. 10x10, $35. 8263656.
52/6.27.18*
PLAINS PHYSICAL THERAPY:
Emily Herndon, DPT. Mon.,
Wed., Fri. by appointment.
12 Montana Hwy 28., Plains,
MT. 826-4383.
tf
T. Falls Mini Storage
& Levi Thrift Store.
Storage units avail., 10
diff. sizes to choose from.
Next to Harvest Foods.
On-site security. 8274803.
tf
STYGER’S SMALL ENGINE
REPAIR Lawn mowers (no
riders), chain saws, tillers,
snow blowers. 827-7673. tf
Flat Iron Mini Storage, 3
sizes available. 827-4585.
52/7/31/18*
DON’T GET SNOWED IN
Snow plow/removal service in Sanders County.
Call for estimates. 406-2420306.
5/28*

MISC.
FOR SALE: Beautiful buckskin doug fir, by the cord.
847-2407
2/30
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE The
Grainery Gallery, 3-7 pm,
Thurs., Dec. 7. Gift certificate giveaways. Discounts
and specials. 602 S. Central
Ave., Plains, MT.
5/28*
ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
888-607-2000.
www.aa-montana.org. tf

GLACIAL LAKE MISSOULA
in Sanders County BY AIR
2018 calendars now for
sale (great gift idea) $20.
Buy them in THOMPSON
FALLS at Doug’s True Value or Bennett Realty; In
TROUT CREEK at Lakeside
Gift Shop; In PLAINS at
Ripples Ice Cream Parlor
or the Printery. Or ONLINE
at thompsonfalls.com. Call
Dave with any questions.
(406)544-4641.
tf
CHRISTMAS WREATHS
& SWAGS Pinecones &
plaid ribbon, 18”, $29; 24”,
$37. Vertical or horizontal swag, $40. Burgundy
, gold or silver or other
specialty ribbon, $45.
Larger swags available.
Locally crafted by Sherry
Hagerman-Benton. 8274515
5/7
FOR SALE: 12’ X 14’ canvas
wall tent with frame. Asking $500. Great condition.
2/30

AUTOMOBILES
95 OLDSMOBILE 88 New tie
rods, new battery. Tires one
year old, oil changed regularly. Good heater, radio,
some deer damage, $750.
Call 540-3247.
1/30*
FOR SALE: 4 Goodyear
Wrangler 385/75/R16 on
American Racing 5 hole
Ford rims, $200. 612-3904451.
1/30*
1993 NISSAN PATHFINDER
4WD, runs good. $1600.
406-212-8965.
5/30*

CAMPERS
& RVs

FOR SALE: 2016 Keystone
Hideout, 24ft bumper
pull camper. Sleeps up
to six with Queen, bunks
and table conversion.
$15,799, Call: 871-7706.
2/7

LIVESTOCK
FREE TO GOOD HOME: Bay
colored brood mare. For
breeding only, good companion. Not broken to ride.
406-242-0306.
1/30*

REAL ESTATE

HEAVY
EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: Tractors, pickups,
trucks, trailers, wheels, tires,
farm machinery, parts,
tractor chains, snow plow.
Open by appointment, call
6-9 pm only, 1-406-8274226. Thank you.
5/28

Homes

PETS
#20152898 3 bd, 3 ba
home,daylight basement,
dbl car garage, deck, great
location. Lowered $199,900
BERNESE MOUNTAIN PUPPIES Born Oct. 6. Mom is
purebred Bernese Mountain, dad is purebred Great
Pyrenees. Vet checked & up
to date on all shots. $800.
Call or text, 406-291-5009.
1/30

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
Affordable
Apartments!
Head, spouse or
co-head of family
must be elderly (62+)
or physically disabled.
Rent assistance for those
who qualify. No Section
8
voucher
needed.
Electricity, water, sewer,
trash pickup included in
the rent. Air Conditioner
in each apartment, cable
TV and DISH network
Satellite TV avail. or free
antenna
connection.
Beautiful
location,
across from Power Park.
Convenient location, next
to medical clinic and near
post office. Thompson
Falls Lions Manor, 406827-3115. TTY 711
MONTANA
RELAY
800-253-4091
email:
lionsmanor@blackfoot.ne
t
tf
APT. FOR RENT: On Main St.
2 BD, all utilities included.
Immediately
available,
$750/mo. Call Ray Schaefer
827-0421.
2/7
GREAT VIEW OF THE RIVER
in T. Falls. 2 BD, 2 BA apt.
with W/D. No pets, no
smoking. Covered parking
w/outside storage. Great
for a retired couple. $580/
mo., 1st, last & $300 security. Available 12/1. 546-2557
nights & weekends.
tf

#21710010 4 bd, 2 ba home
on 1 acre with RV storage
&
enclosed
storage.
USFS nearby. $175K
#20153675 Privacy on 20
acres with house, shop,
spring
water,
scattered
timber with garden area
located in the Noxon area.
No
covenants!!
$245K

Please visit our website www.realty-northwest.com

1013 Main Street Thompson Falls, MT 406.827.9827

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Ad #292
Real Estate– Northwest
Montana – Company owned.
Small and large acre parcels.
Private. Trees and meadows.
National Forest boundaries.
Tungstenholdings.com (406)
293-3714

(RDH) to its dental department. Applicant must have a
current Montana Licensure.
Full Job Description and to
Apply http://northwestchc.
org/jobs/

Ad #293
FOR SALE Commercial office
property, Havre, MT. Leased
to USDA. Excellent cap rate.
$850,000. View @ www.shoberealty.com Call Jayson
Shobe @ (406) 366-5125; jayson@shobeauction.com

Ad#295
Nuverra is hiring for CDL
Class A Truck Drivers. Drivers can earn a $1500 sign
on bonus. To apply call (701)
842-3618, or go online to
www.nuverra.com/careers .
Nuverra environmental solutions is an equal opportunity
employer.

Ad #294
Northwest
Community
Health Center (NWCHC) is
looking add a team-oriented
Registered Dental Hygienist

Ad #296
For Sale two 2012 16 x 80
mobile homes in great condition $43,900 each delivered and set up within 150

MOBILE

GOT
INK?

RV PAD AT T. FALLS GUN
RANGE 30 amp, H2O &
sewer, $250/mo. Cliff, 8279889.
5/28*
FOR RENT: Spacious RV lot,
convenient location, 8275237.
5/7

Ad Deadline
10 am Tuesday

miles of Billings (406) 2594663

Ad #297
DISH Network Satellite Television Service. Now Over 190
channels for ONLY $49.99/
month! FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD.
Add Internet for $14.95 a
month. 1-800-851-5597

Ad#298
Win $4,000 in cash and
prizes! Enter to win. Take our
survey at www.pulsepoll.
com and tell us about your
household shopping plans
and media usage. Your input
will help us improve the paper and get the advertising
specials you want. Thank
you!

MANLEY

MINI
STORAGE

Get HP, Lexmark,
Canon, Epson
and Brother ink
cartridges at

Prospect Creek
4 Sizes
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Blackfoot provides local phone and broadband services in many Montana communities
at reasonable and affordable rates. A federal
program designed to promote “universal service” to all areas of the nation makes affordable
rates possible. Companies participating in this
program are required to advertise theses services on an annual basis. As a participant in the
universal service program, Blackfoot provides
access to single line phone service, emergency
services (911), directory assistance (411), operator services (0+), long distance limitation
services, as well as broadband internet access
services. For questions or to order new services
please call Blackfoot’s customer care team at
406-541-5000 or visit us at www.blackfoot.com
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30 and Dec. 7, 2017
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S SALE on
February 13, 2018, at 11:00 AM at the Main
Entrance to the Sanders County Courthouse located at 1111 W Main Street in Thompson Falls,
MT 59873, the following described real property situated in Sanders County, Montana:
A parcel of land located in a portion of Government Lot 1 in Section 26, and in a portion of
the SE1/4SE1/4 of Section 23, all in Township 24
North, Range 31 West, PMM, Sanders County,
Montana, further described as Lot 2 on Certificate of Survey No. 3151, on file in the office
of the Clerk and Recorder of Sanders County,
Montana.
Duane R Molitor and Teena S Molitor, as Grantors, conveyed said real property to Shalom
Rubanowitz, as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. solely as nominee for LoanDepot.
com, LLC, A Delaware Limited Liability Company, as Beneficiary, by Deed of Trust on January
14, 2014, and recorded on August 11, 2014 as
Book 1 Page 80822, Document No. 297639.
The beneficial interest is currently held by
loanDepot.com, LLC,.
First American Title
Company of Montana, Inc., a Montana Corporation , is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office
of the Clerk and Recorder of Sanders County,
Montana.
The beneficiary has declared a default in the
terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to make
the monthly payments beginning September
1, 2016, and each month subsequent, which
monthly installments would have been applied
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other charges against the property
or loan. The total amount due on this obligation as of October 1, 2017 is $208,121.06 principal, interest totaling $10,319.40 late charges
in the amount of $313.85, escrow advances
of $5,671.54, and other fees and expenses advanced of $3,980.23, plus accruing interest,
late charges, and other costs and fees that may
be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse
such amounts as may be required to preserve
and protect the property and for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent,
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the
Grantors. If such amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be added to
the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust.
Other expenses to be charged against the pro-

ceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s fees and
attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the sale
and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the
Trustee to sell the above described property to
satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, including the beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee,
may bid at the sale. The bid price must be paid
immediately upon the close of bidding in cash
or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by Trustee’s Deed without
any representation or warranty, including warranty of Title, express or implied, as the sale is
made strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale is being made subject
to all existing conditions, if any, of lead paint,
mold or other environmental or health hazards.
The sale purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 10th day following
the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the grantor
or any other person having an interest in the
property, at any time prior to the trustee’s sale,
may pay to the beneficiary or the successor in
interest to the beneficiary the entire amount
then due under the deed of trust and the obligation secured thereby (including costs and
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s fees)
other than such portion of the principal as
would not then be due had no default occurred
and thereby cure the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed
by public proclamation up to 15 days for any
reason, and in the event of a bankruptcy filing,
the sale may be postponed by the trustee for
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least
every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: October 13, 2017.
Kailtin Ann Gotch
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company of Montana, Inc.,
a Montana Corporation
Successor Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221
STATE OF Idaho)
) ss.
County of Bingham)
On this 13th day of October, 2017, before me,
a notary public in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Kaitlin Ann Gotch,
know to me to be the Assistant Secretary of
First American Title Company of Montana, Inc.,
a Montana Corporation , Successor Trustee,
known to me to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same.
			
			
Rae Albert
Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 09/06/2022
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30 and December 7, 2017
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE is hereby given that the contents of

Units 112 and 113, of S & S Mini Storage, aka
Manley Storage, consisting of Miscellaneous
goods, will be sold at Auction on December 9,
2017, @ 12:00 P.M. Said Auction will be held at
Mini Storage building located at #2 Mountain
Meadows Lane, West of Thompson Falls, Montana, off Prospect Creek Road.
DATED: November 3, 2017
TERMS: CASH
S & S Mini Storage,
aka Manley Mini Storage
Sue Manley, Owner
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30, 2017
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:
SANDERS COUNTY INTENT TO CONSOLIDATE THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER/
ASSESSOR/SURVEYOR AND COUNTY TREASURER/SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Title 7,
Chapter 4, Part 23 Montana Code Annotated,
by the Board of County Commissioners that it
is their intent to pass a resolution combining
the office of the Sanders County Treasurer/Superintendent of Schools with the office of the
Sanders County Clerk and Recorder/Assessor/
Surveyor.
The Board of County Commissioners believe
it to be in the best interest of Sanders County
to consolidate the offices of County Clerk and
Recorder/Assessor/Surveyor and County Treasurer/Superintendent of Schools.
A public hearing will be held on the 7th day
of December, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., in the Commissioners’ Conference Room, Second Floor,
1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls, Montana,
at which time any registered elector of Sanders County, Montana, shall have the right to
appear and to be heard on the question of the
consolidation of the offices.
Any person with questions, needing further
information or wishing to submit comments,
please contact: the Commissioners’ Office P.O.
Box 519, 1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls,
MT 59873. (406) 827-6966 or commissioners@
co.sanders.mt.us.
Written comments are encouraged and will be
reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the
hearing if received by the Sanders County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days
prior to the hearing. All meetings and hearings
of the Board are handicapped accessible and if
accommodations are necessary, please advise
the Commissioners’ Office at 827-6966.
DATED this 20th day of November, 2017.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sanders County, Montana
By/s/ Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer

ATTEST:
By/s/Nichol Scribner, Clerk and RecorderAssessor
Sanders County, Montana
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:
SANDERS COUNTY INTENT TO CONSOLIDATE THE COUNTY SHERIFF AND COUNTY
CORONER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Title 7,
Chapter 4, Part 23 Montana Code Annotated,
by the Board of County Commissioners that it is
their intent to pass a resolution combining the
office of the Sanders County Coroner with the
office of the Sanders County Sheriff.

The Board of County Commissioners believe it
to be in the best interest of Sanders County to
consolidate the offices of County Sheriff and
County Coroner.

A public hearing will be held on the 7th day
of December, 2017 at 10:30 a.m., in the Commissioners’ Conference Room, Second Floor,
1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls, Montana,
at which time any registered elector of Sanders County, Montana, shall have the right to
appear and to be heard on the question of the
consolidation of the offices.

Any person with questions, needing further
information or wishing to submit comments,
please contact: the Commissioners’ Office P.O.
Box 519, 1111 Main Street, Thompson Falls,
MT 59873. (406) 827-6966 or commissioners@
co.sanders.mt.us.

Written comments are encouraged and will be
reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the
hearing if received by the Sanders County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days
prior to the hearing. All meetings and hearings
of the Board are handicapped accessible and if
accommodations are necessary, please advise
the Commissioners’ Office at 827-6966.
DATED this 20th day of November, 2017.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sanders County, Montana
By/s/ Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer

ATTEST:
By/s/Nichol Scribner, Clerk and Recorder-Assessor
Sanders County, Montana
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30, 2017

BUY 3, GET 2 FREE!
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Place a classified ad for 3 weeks, get the 4th and 5th weeks free! Advertising deadline is 10 a.m. Tuesday.
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Area students perform
well at Science Olympiad
by Shana Neesvig
Students interested in
science from Noxon and
Thompson Falls competed
in the 32nd Science
Olympiad in Bozeman
the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving. Both junior
high and high school
students took part in the
challenge.
In the high school, or
Division C standings,
Thompson Falls placed
21st overall. Noxon High
placed 43rd. Overall 51
schools participated.
Student teams from
Thompson Falls placed
in the top 20 in Ecology
(14th), Herpetology
(13th), Hovercraft (5th)
and Rocks and Minerals
(20th).
Noxon had a ninth-place
finish in Experimental

Arts Council
Continued from page 9

The Paradise Center is
operated by the Paradise
Elementary School
Preservation Committee,
which is separate from
the Sanders County Arts
Council, but Thorson said
they share some common
goals with regards to
fostering art in the county.
Paradise Elementary
School closed its doors
four years ago due
to a lack of student
population. The county
owns the building and
property, but leases it to
the Paradise Elementary
School Preservation

Design, 25th in Optics
and 32nd in Write It Do It
events.
In Division B, or junior
high, Thompson Falls
finished in 35th place
overall, while Noxon
Junior High matched their
elders by earning another
finish at 43rd. There were
57 schools competing in
Division B.
Thompson Falls Junior
High top finishing events
were Crime Busters
(12th), Optics (15th), Solar
System (19th) and Wright
Stuff (5th).
Noxon Division B top
finishes include Optics
(19th), Roller Coaster
(9th) and Towers (13th).
Students who
participated in the 2017
Science Olympiad from
Noxon are Levi Brubaker,
Committee, which has
converted the school into
a combination community,
visitor and arts center. The
preservation committee
continues to work on the
main building and the
gymnasium, which is now
the multipurpose room,
and has been utilized
for several plays and
numerous musical events
since it took over the
property.
“The Arts Council’s
focus is all forms of
the arts, (performing,
visual, and literary) with
an emphasis on both
providing county residents
with classes to develop
their creativity as well
as bringing professional
artists into the community

Phalyn Fickas, Edison Van
Vleet, Matthew Kaiser,
Emily Brown, Avery
Burgess, Nate Cano,
Aubrey Erwin, Vanessa
Horner, Callie Kaiser,
Caelyn Marshall, Jaedyn
Murray, Gabby Stough and
Cade Van Vleet.
Thompson Falls
participants included
Kole Stone, Wilson
Sorenson, Nathan Burwig,
Justin Morgan, Gabriella
Pallister, Jolia Buchanan,
Megan Baxter, Haley
Morgan, Josey Neesvig,
Eric Melendez, Maddie
Kyllo, Gabriella Pallister,
Ellie Baxter, Marcella
Hodges, Danielle Hodges,
Trinity Riffle, Hattie
Neesvig, Mackenzie
Robinson, Olivia Harnett,
Kael Brown and Theo
Nygaard.
to provide both education
and enjoyment of the
arts,” said Thorson.
The Arts Council is
planning another series
of visual arts classes in
early 2018. The group
is also sponsoring three
performances of Tapestry.
One will be at the Paradise
Center. The other two will
be at the Rex Theater in
Thompson Falls.
The Paradise
Elementary School
Preservation Committee
has recently submitted
several grant requests that
support the arts, she said,
including professional
lighting for performances
and audience risers
designed to fit the space in
the multipurpose room.

Send your
Seasons Greetings
To your customers in the

Holiday Pictorial

To be included, call or email

827-3421 • ledger@blackfoot.net
603 Main • Thompson Falls

Ad deadline is Friday, December 14
Holiday Pictorial published December 21

FINE TUNING —
Olivia Harnett
(left) and Trinity
Riffle adjust their
hovercraft during the Science
Olympiad
competition in
Bozeman.
Courtesy photo

TF PTO putting on a show
by Shana Neesvig
Thompson Falls Parent
Teacher Organization
(PTO) just wrapped up
their fourth annual “Donuts
with Dads” and “Muffins
with Moms.” But the fun
is not ending there, it is just
the beginning.
Danielle Brotherton,
PTO member, announced
that instead of hosting
the Santa Secret Shoppe,
which has been presented
at the elementary school
the past few years as a
means for students to
purchase holiday gifts for
family members, they will
instead be introducing the
first annual “Family Movie
Night.” She stated that the
PTO “decided to opt for
a more entertaining event
instead this year,” hoping
to encourage participation
from children, parents and
guardians.
According to
Brotherton, the feature will
be “The Polar Express.”
Refreshments will be
served and everyone is
encouraged to attend the
event wearing comfortable
clothing, pajamas welcome,
and sporting a blanket
and pillow to contentedly
“lounge as we enjoy a
fun movie night.” The
event will take place on
December 8 at 6:30 p.m. in
the junior high gymnasium

Ledger photo by Shana Neesvig

MUFFINS WITH MOMS – Thompson Falls Elementary
School second grader Owen Franck treats his mom
Alysha to a muffin for breakfast. The PTO also hosts
a “Donuts with Dads” breakfast event annually. Both
occasions are organized by Thompson Falls PTO. This fall
marked the fourth year these events have taken place.
and is free, although
in parental involvement.
donations are welcomed.
But she stated that
“We are always looking
thankfully this has changed.
for ways to encourage
“This year we have had
and motivate parents to
a tremendous increase
come into the school,” said
in parental volunteers,”
Brotherton.
she said. “It has been
Former Thompson Falls
wonderful to see!”
resident Autumn Kostka
Falls PTO spends
came up with the idea of
the entire calendar year
Muffins with Moms and
coordinating events. Such
Donuts with Dads as a
events include the former
way to engage parent’s
Secret Santa Holiday
interest in the school.
Shoppe, Blue Hawk Buck
In theory, the PTO was
prize drawings, Teacher
hoping to encourage more
Appreciation Week, Bingo
parental involvement
Night, Donuts with Dads,
within the school through
Muffins with Moms
volunteering in classrooms
and now Family Movie
and helping with PTO
Night. To receive more
events.
information on the PTO or
In previous years,
to join, call the Thompson
Brotherton said that they
Falls Elementary at (406)
have not seen an increase
827-3592.

Clark Fork Christian Mennonite School

Annual Christmas
Program & Dinner
Ham & Turkey
Buffet

Friday, Dec. 8 - 6 p.m.

Whitepine Mennonite Church
Hwy. 200 MM37

Call 827-4803 for reservations (limited seating)
Donations accepted

Urethane Foam
High Energy
Saving Benefits
• INSTALLATION & MATERIALS
Insulation:
Ignition Barrier Spray
Fiberglass - High R-Value, Urethane Spray &
Blown in Blanket System, Acoustical
Ceilings & Sound Attenuation.
• BLOWER DOOR TESTING, BPI CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• MATERIALS ONLY
Drywall & Accessories, Roofing & Accessories, Styrofoam Boards & Shapes,
Dock Logs, Tools & Misc. Supplied
• WE DELIVER AND STOCK OUR MATERIALS
Residential • Commercial
Do It Yourself

Gene Riffle
BPI Certified Technician

752-4756

22 West Reserve Dr.
Kalispell, MT
LilienthalInsulation.com

