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Commissioners propose position changes
by Annie Wooden
Sanders County
Commissioners are proposing
some changes to how the
county operates.
Commissioners met with
department heads last week,
and will hold a public meeting
Thursday, Dec. 7, to review
two proposals. The first is to
combine the elected positions
of Clerk & Recorder and
Treasurer/Superintendent
of Schools. The one elected

County
road
funding
in limbo
by Annie Wooden
Funding for the county’s
roads is depleting, and Sanders
County Commissioners
are looking at approaching
taxpayers next year with a mill
levy to get more tax money.
The commissioners said last
week that funding sources for
roads have not been secured.
The county has a choice of
receiving federal funding
from either the Secure Rural
Schools (SRS) bill or 25
percent of forest management
receipts in the county.
Two years ago, the county
received $1.2 million in
funding. With no funding
from SRS, in 2017 the county
received $161,000 in forest
management revenue from
the federal government.
Commissioners were able to
tap in to about $600,000 in
reserve funds to make up the
difference in the county road
budget.
This year, neither funding
source has come through, and
commissioners are looking
at options in how to fund the
road districts.
“Without the mill levy and
SRS, positions could be cut,”
County Commissioner Glen
Magera said last week.
The commissioners are
currently reviewing the option
of putting a mill levy on the
primary ballot in June 2018
to raise about $500,000.
Commissioners know it is
difficult to get a levy passed
with voters, but they also
expressed that they have been
through other options and a
levy would be the last option.
“With roads, you have to do
maintenance, or it gets even
worse,” said Commissioner
Tony Cox.
The commissioners also
expressed that road districts
need funding becasuse they
have an oblication to proivde
rafe routes for school buses.
Magera said that they have cut
the oil budget and combined
road districts to save money,
not replacing a foreman in Hot
Springs.
Commissioner Carol
Brooker said the lack of
funding isn’t a scare tactic,
“it’s fact.”

official would manage both
of those offices. In addition,
the commissioners would
like to hire a full-time Chief
Financial Officer (CFO) to
take the tasks away from the
elected official that are not
required by state statute. These
duties would include working
with department heads on
their budgets, cash reports and
reconciliation of accounts.
Essentially, all of the tasks that
the treasurer currently does with

PUBLIC MEETING

The Sanders County Commissioners will hear public
comments about the proposed changes at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 7, at the Sanders County Courthouse.
the bank.
The second proposal is
to combine the positions of
Sheriff and Coroner. At the
meeting last week, Sheriff Tom
Rummel said he supported the
proposal, which is just in the
planning stage, as long as he

could still keep the civilian
deputy coroners that the office
currently has. He said that he
believes Sanders County is one
of the few in the state where the
sheriff and coroner positions are
separate.
“The proposals aren’t just to

save money,” Commissioner
Carol Brooker said. “We are
mostly looking for efficiencies.”
Along with vacancy savings,
Commissioner Tony Cox said
that the commissioners are
trying to be efficient with what
they have, and trying to stay
neutral with the budget or even
save money.
Commissioners expressed that
other than the elected positions
that would be combined, their
Please turn to page 8

The Joy of Dance
Group prepares
for annual show

Ledger photo by Shana Neesvig

FLEXIBILTIY HELPS – Trinity Riffle, 11, ends her seasonal dance number
with a pose that seems impossible. She has been dancing for three
years and it is definitely one of her favorite things to do.

by Shana Neesvig
Like little elves, young dancers have been busy
preparing something to tantalize your senses this holiday
season. “Dance Xplosion” is ready to “Celebrate the
Season of Joy” through dance and music.
Dance instructor Brynn Kenyon has been hard at
work honing in 12 young dancers, ages 3 to 14, for this
special holiday program since September.
“We started preparing for this Christmas gig right
after the fair,” Kenyon said. “The kids have had to
learn discipline and how to work together to get it just
perfect.”
There are definite challenges when you have to play
the same Christmas carol over, and over, and over and
over again, she said. “The older kids are pretty good
at being patient and understanding with one another.”
But the younger kids, well it seems like that is more of
a challenge for Kenyon. She said this group gets a bit
frustrated doing the same thing multiple times, and “you
can just see it on their faces.”
The hard work sure has paid off though. Kenyon is
excited to bring “Dance Xplosion: Celebrate the Season
of Joy” to Thompson Falls for the first time ever. The
show will feature a wide variety of music and dancing
flare.
Kenyon said the musical lineup ranges from Garth
Brooks to The Nutcracker, from Feliz Navidad to Winter
Wonderland. Dancing styles will range from jazz to
ballroom. Duo Billy Largent and Madison Suttorp, both
13 years old, will entertain spectators with ballroom
dancing in synch with Tony Bennett’s 1968 classic,
“Winter Wonderland,” which Kenyon said is just
beautiful and will be a special treat for everyone.
Kenyon has been dancing for 56 years, teaching for
30. She has been in Thompson Falls teaching dance
for five years, after relocating from Phoenix. She has
students ranging from 3 years of age to 76.
Kenyon offers many different dance classes based on
skill level and method. She starts the youngsters out with
a basic creative movement class, to get the little ones up
and moving without any real specific dance movement.
Beyond that, she offers two levels of tiny tot classes,
three levels of jazz dance, tap, and a lyrical class that
emphasizes on expressive ballet with a contemporary
feel; “similar to what you would see on ‘Dancing with
the Stars,’” Kenyon explains. Adult dance classes are
Please turn to page 8

Parade lights up Thompson Falls
by Justin Harris
“This was, by far, the best parade
I’ve been a part of,” said Joanne Burk,
who just completed her ninth year
as the Thompson Falls Chamber of
Commerce’s parade organizer at First
Security Bank. “Everyone really went
all out in decorating their floats. Their
effort was evident,” she added.
Burk had a goal after last year to
boost the number of entries for this
year. Last week, Burk reported 21 total
entries – down ten entries from the previous year. On parade day, Saturday, 31
entries were prepared to greet crowds
along Main Street. “Thompson Falls
Rural Fire Department jumped in with
extra vehicles to lengthen the parade –

so we at least had the same amount of
float entries as last year,” shared Burk.
As per tradition, awards were given
to entries in various categories with
winners being voted on by members of
the community. People’s Choice Award
was bestowed on an antique tractor, decorated with lights, and spinning circles
on Main Street while waiting for the
parade to keep moving. Allen Ramer’s
break-dancing tractor garnered the most
votes for the choice of the people.
Best Costume Award went to the First
Baptist Church entry, whose participants
Ledger photo by Justin Harris
dressed in Victorian-era garb reminisLAST
BUT
NOT
LEAST
–
Santa
brings
up the tail end of
cent of the class tale, “A Christmas
the
Christmas
on
Main
Street
parade
in Thompson Falls
Carol.” The crushed velvet dresses and
on
Saturday.
Please turn to page 7
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Opinions
Our Viewpoint
County Commissioners
looking out for residents
The Sanders County Commissioners know that change
has to happen. Funding sources are changing or have
stopped altogether. County offices are short-staffed as it
is. The Secure Rural Schools funding for roads didn’t come
through last year. Luckily, the county had some reserves
that could be used.
This year, that funding still isn’t there. The commissioners
have tightened budgets, have trimmed where they can, and
made staffing changes where possible.
We believe the commissioners have done all they can
with what they have. But it’s still not enough to fund the
county’s road department.
Now the commissioners are considering going to the
voters with a mill levy next year. It means an increase in
taxes for residents not in city limits. It could mean your road
district taxes almost double. It’s surely not the first choice
for taxpayers, but at this point, it’s the last option.
We appreciate all that the commissioners are doing to
keep the county going and solve the road district funding
issue. We appreciate that they are reviewing options to
make the county more efficient, and keeping an eye on the
bottom line.
If it does come down to commissioners asking for
additional tax money for the roads, we are confident they
will do so as a last resort.

Letters to the Editor
Civics class a great experience
Editor,
I have concerns about the current state of healthcare in Sanders
County. I am very worried about the cost and availability of health
insurance in Sanders County and in our country as a whole. How can
anyone feel confident that their healthcare is sufficient or secure for
even the near future?
Healthcare is at the center of a political storm in Washington and
the outcome of this fight is uncertain. If you are not worried, either
you are lucky to have health insurance that can withstand the political
knife fight, or you are living in a bubble that is soon to burst. Our
Sanders County healthcare providers are facing enormous challenges
resulting from the turmoil and uncertainty created by the ongoing
political battle in our country.
In rural Sanders County, hospitals, clinics, doctors, therapists and
caregivers all need to be paid for the care they give. Where is the
money to pay them going to come from? Medicaid, Medicare, Social
Security and Veterans Benefits are all threatened with cuts or changes
that could negatively affect our rural healthcare availability and
quality. How many people in Sanders County, or in all of Montana
for that matter, could pay for a huge, unplanned medical expense
out of their pocket? If our already sketchy healthcare safety net
is allowed to fail or is simply axed for political reasons, our rural
healthcare providers could fail and the lives of those living in rural
areas will become much more difficult.
Nationwide, 79 rural hospitals that have closed since 2010 and the
additional 673 facilities that are on the brink of shutting their doors,
the U.S. is at risk of losing a third of its rural hospitals in the near
future. We need to protect and improve our access to healthcare,
we have and find a way to stabilize it for the future. We also have to
support our local healthcare providers.
Dave Lyman
Heron, Montana

Letters to the Editor:
The Ledger welcomes letters on a wide range
of topics with preference for local issues and from
local authors. We reserve the right to edit any and
all letters for language, clarity and appropriateness.
Letters must be in the public interest and not intended to slander or ridicule anyone.

Other Viewpoints

A father’s legacy lives on
Mary Holo, who now lives in Eugene, Ore.,
wrote the following column in memory of her
father, Oliver “Rip” Holo (1927-2013) and the
local friends and supporters who helped him leave
a legacy. Rip Holo died Dec. 29, 2013, and Mary
Holo attended Thompson Falls Elementary in
second through sixth grade.
It was a fall day, Tues. Oct. 17, 1972 and it was
Opening Day for the new Thompson Falls High
School, home of the Blue Hawks. On this day,
Oliver (‘Rip’) Holo, superintendent, stood proudly
among the citizens of the community, the Board of
Trustees, the school board, staff, parents, students,
and his own family, greeting all who entered.
I was a child then, but looking back I don’t
wonder that he recalled that moment as the highlight
of his career. Reflecting on a life often brings clarity,
and one can’t help but note the contrast between
this 45-year-old husband and father of four, with the
boy he was in high school. At 17, he was devilishly
handsome with dark slicked-back hair, a slight build
and a swagger of false confidence. He stood in the
hallway of the small North Dakota high school his
father had helped build. It was early in his senior
year and Rip, unlike his parents, had made it all the
way to 12th grade, and yet this would be his last day
of attendance. I can visualize him standing alone
outside the school, angry and terrified as he faced
the future of a boy expelled for truancy, months
before he would have graduated from high school.
This experience, disappointing and humiliating,
was not likely the first time he had felt the sting
of injustice. One of seven children coming of
age during the depression, he was raised by two
immigrant parents who lacked formal education.
He and his older siblings worked odd jobs to
support themselves, hence the difficulty with school
attendance. He knew he had no voice, and would
have no recourse. The feeling of being scorned and
marginalized by the more powerful and educated
adults, who could alter his future in a moments time,
never left him. He spoke of this day often. His life
took a different path when he lied about his age to
be accepted in to the military early, and served six
years for his country in two different wars.
Of the experiences he repeated from this time,
one stands above the rest. One afternoon, while on
leave in the South Pacific, he and a fellow sailor
grabbed a few six-packs of beer and went exploring
the beach. He recalls coming upon a shack with
a dirt floor, converted into a school. He distinctly
remembers being awestruck with these children’s
desire to learn, and the obvious dedication this
teacher portrayed, especially in this time of war.
Many years later, he would credit these experiences
with his passion to become a teacher.
Much later, after obtaining a Master’s degree in

Courtesy photo

Former Thompson Falls High School
Superintendent Oliver “Rip” Holo passed away
education and administration, you would hear him
repeat, “I will never kick a kid out of school, not
ever.” He would, however, quickly follow this with
“Of course, they will have to tow the line. And I’ll
ride ‘em till they do, but I’ll never kick ‘em out.”
For those who chose to leave, usually unwilling
to commit to the expectation of respect and
responsibility required, he would tell them, “These
doors are always open if you want another chance,
but we’re going to do it my way.” Rip always gave
second chances.
He gave lots of chances, rarely held a grudge,
was a passionate man who put kids first. He was
also in possession of a short fuse, a hot temper and
a generous, kind heart as big as the sky. He was an
anxious man, who paced the carpet thin in our home
as he prepared for meetings or anticipated school
levies and sports events. He loved his community
and served wherever he went. When he came to
Thompson Falls in August of 1969, he had been in
the school business for over 20 years, and he knew
he had hard work ahead. He was beginning what
he would later refer to as “the biggest achievement
of my career.” Over the next four years, Mr. Holo
provided the leadership with which to achieve the
building of a new High School in Thompson Falls.
Everyone knew how much this was needed.
Mr. Holo never wanted a student from a small
town to have less opportunity than those from
larger, more affluent communities. He saw the need
not just for a new school, but a “state of the art”
high school that would allow graduating students
to acquire the necessary education to succeed in
college, in life and beyond. He wanted Thompson
Falls to be proud of and support this new school,
and he took pride in knowing this small town would
have a state of the art science room, a beautiful,
large gymnasium, a special music room, and many

Remember When?
50 YEARS AGO • DECEMBER 7, 1967
YULE LIGHTS BRIGHTEN FALLS
FOR 18TH TIME
The lights on the spruce trees along the
north side of Main Street went up for the
18th yule season Saturday with members
of the Thompson Falls Lions Club and
employees of the Montana Power Co. and
Mountain States Telephone doing the work.
On hand for their 18th year were two
Lions – M.C. Sutherland and Harold Jensen
– who were members of the original crew
moving the trees in the winter of 1949 from
the court house.
Sutherland said that holes about 10 feet
by 10 feet and four to five feet deep were
dug before the frost settled and the ground
was also dug out around the trees and wire
netting placed around the root bases. Then
a large steel pan or skid was slid under the

root ball and the trees pulled to their new
home. The 16 trees average about 12 feet in
height. Each with its ball of dirt is believed
to have weighed up to about a ton.
The actual moving of the trees was done
in January.
Only one tree failed to survive, but at the
time Sutherland and Jensen recall there
were many “doubting Thomases” in the
city and a few who made bets that were
never paid or collected.
In ensuing years, the Lions and BPW
clubs purchased lights to decorate the trees.
Helping decorate the trees and string the
colored lights across Main Street Saturday
were James Langley, C.R. Duffield, Jack
Hamilton, Louis Dufresne, Jim Wilson,
Supt. Everett W. Long, Billy Watters,
Rev. Lobell Bennett, Gerald Eldridge and
Sutherland and Jensen.

Please turn to page 8

by Sherry Hagerman-Benton
The Lions who helped move the spruce
trees from the court house area to the north
side of Main Street back in 1949 included
Kim Roberts, Ralph Space, Gerald Green,
Bill Brayman, Ole Johnson, Wes Davis,
Hanson, Jim Watson, M.C. Sutherland,
Leon Beroth, Con Bentley Sr., Rich
Wollaston, Joe Pomajevich, Hershel Butte
and Harold Jensen.
CHRISTMAS DAYS ALONG THE
TRAIL FROM BELKNAP TO
MURRAY
(taken from the Kellogg Idaho Evening
News, December 24, 1974)
LEE GEORGE TELLS HIS STORY
“I landed in the gold camp of Murray on
Christmas Day, 1884, in company with Dill
McFadden and Seth McFarren. The snow
was about six feet deep, with a hard curst.

Gold mining was at a standstill as the snow
was too deep to work the placers. There
were Thousands of men scattered along
the creek for ten miles. The big job was to
get enough to eat and in this we played a
considerable part as packers. There were a
number of packing outfits, coming in over
terrible trails from Belknap and Thompson
Falls, over the divide on the N.P. Railroad.
Jim Wardner had a string of 40 mules as
well as dog teams going over the trails. He
charged 40 cents a pound for freight in the
winter and 25 cents in the summer.
“We left the N.P. train at Belknap and
put up at a hotel. The snow was piled high
all along the depot and getting around was
difficult.
“Next day we were seeking information
about the mines and how to secure a pack
Please turn to page 8
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What inspires you?
by Jay Simons

LYNNE EATON, Trout
Creek – “My family
inspires me, especially
my husband.”

BESS PUTNAM, Trout
Creek – “God and
helping other people.”

ROBERT HOLMAN,
Seattle, working in
Thompson Falls – “My
family, working, life in
general.”

KERRIE
CLINKENBEARD, Plains
– “Love, my family and
good friends.”

DEREK Van WYKE,
Seattle (here visiting
family ) – “Self
betterment. I look for
ways to improve myself.”

SUSAN GRAF, Trout
Creek – “The Bible. I
enjoy reading the Bible.
God inspires me. The
view... the mountains.
the Clark Fork river and
the beauty of the area
inspires me.”

Woman sentenced to treatment for drug problem
A woman got an
early Christmas present in court Tuesday as
County Attorney Robert
Zimmerman recommended
a lighter sentence for a
probation violation.
Mariah McMillan faced
a maximum sentence of up
to 10 years in prison and
up to $50,000 in fines. In
20th District Judicial Court
Tuesday, McMillan was
offered a two year deferred
sentences with the condition that she get treatment.
“This is a drug problem,” Zimmerman said.

“She either gets a handle
on it or not.”
To that, McMillan
responded that she is
“ready to take a step forward, not back.”
Also in court Tuesday,
Judge Kim Christopher
imposed a 2-year deferred
sentence for Deobrah
Meyer, who was charged
with assaulting a police
officer after an incident in
the courtroom earlier this
year.
Koby Ramsey received
a 3-year deferred sentence
on a criminal endange-

mernt charge. Judge
Christopher said that
Ramsey was getting “a
significant opportunity”
from the state. Ramsey
was charged with firing a
gun at an unoccupied car
outside the Timberline
Apartments in Hot Springs
on Sept. 27, 2017.
Making his first appearance in court Tuesday,
David Hartman entered not
guilty pleas to six counts
of violation of a protection order stemming from
incidents in October of this
year.

Justin Lovell also
entered a not guilty plea
to a felony assault with a
weapon charge. Documents
allege that Lovell hit a man
on the head with a pistol
on Nov. 13 at a residence
on Woodland Street in
Thompson Falls.
Steven Mikkelson
pleaded not guilty at his
arraignment Tuesday to six
charges. Law enforcement
initially attempted to stop
Mikkelson for speeding
on Highway 28 between
Plains and Hot Springs.
When he refused to stop,

Sheriff’s Log
Ambulances: Noxon,
3; T. Falls, 6; Plains, 1; H.
Springs, 2; Dixon QRU, 1.
Sunday, November 26
Dog barking, Plains.
Domestic issue, Plains.
Erratic driver on Hwy.
200, Plains.
Hunter shooting at
deer near private property,
Plains.
Injured deer on Hwy.
200, T. Falls.
4-wheelers being ridden
on private land, Plains.
Male walking in traffic
on Hwy. 200, Plains.
Monday, November 27
Loiterer at Clark Fork
Valley Hospital, Plains.
Domestic issue, T. Falls.
Coroner requested, T.
Falls.
Camper parked on State
land, Little Thompson
River.
Welfare check requested, T. Falls.
Vehicle vs. deer, T.
Creek.
Complaint of dogs run-

ning at large on and near
Island Park, T. Falls.
Violation of no contact
order, Plains.
Vehicle vs. elk on Hwy.
200, T. Falls.
Motor vehicle crash on
Blue Slide, T. Creek.
Dog issue, Paradise.
Missing dog, Plains.
Tuesday, November 28
Domestic issue, Plains.
Burglary at a H. Springs
residence.
Vehicle vs. deer on
Hwy. 200, Paradise.
Coroner requested, T.
Falls.
Bighorn sheep on Hwy.
200, Paradise.
Indecent exposure, T.
Falls.
Injured deer at
Fairgrounds, Plains.
Lights on at a residence
that is normally vacant in
the winter, T. Creek.
Non-injury motor
vehicle accident on Harlow
Rd., T. Falls.
Wednesday, November 29
Coroner requested,
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Plains.
Vehicle vs. deer, Heron.
Threatening phone messages, Plains.
Criminal mischief,
Plains.
Juvenile driver without
a license, T. Falls.
Truck alongside Hwy.
200 on Idaho side of state
line, fully engulfed in fire.
Thursday, November 30
Vehicle vs. elk on Hwy.
200, T. Falls.
Log trucks speeding on
River Rd. E, Plains.
Caller would like assistance removing a person
from his house, Dixon.
Caller would like assistance removing a person
from his house, H. Springs.
Attempted break in,
Plains.
Theft from Plains residence.
Non-injury motor vehicle accident, Plains.
Guest at home being
disruptive, Trout Creek.
Friday, December 1
Motor vehicle accident
on Hwy. 56, Noxon.
Abandoned vehicle on
Hwy. 28, H. Springs.
Suspicious person asking random questions, T.
Falls.
Phone scam reported,
individual claiming to be
an agent of the IRS, Plains.
Coroner requested, H.
Springs.
Welfare check requested
on individual walking
along Hwy. 200, T. Falls.
Vehicle parked along
H. Springs street blocking
traffic.
Window broken at
Plains residence.
Saturday, December 2
Arrest made for disorderly conduct, Plains.
Elk head in the back
of a truck, Prospect Cr., T.
Falls.
Welfare check requested, H. Springs.
Domestic disturbance,
H. Springs.

charging documents allege
he crashed into a creek
bed. Mikkelson is charged
with driving under the
influence of alcohol or
drugs, criminal endangerment, driving while license
is suspended, failure to
carry proof of insurance,
open alcoholic beverage
in a motor vehicle, and
speeding.
Judge Christopher
denied release or a reduction in bond for Robert
Peltier, who is facing
charges stemming from a
traffic stop in June, 2015.

A 911 call was received
from Town Pump in
Thompson Falls on June
22, 2015, regarding a possible drunk driver.
Peltier, who is currently
on probation, is charged
with fourth or subsequent
DUI, driving while license
is suspended and habitual
traffic offender with a
motor vehicle. He also is
charged with criminal possession of dangerous drugs
after charging documents
allege officers found marijuana in Peltier’s wallet
during his arrest.

Justice Court

Before Justice of the Peace Doug Dryden
Sanders County
Sheriff’s Office
Erica Shipstead, $321
and $129 restitution, issuing a bad check.
Joe Frields, 19, $185,
possessing intoxicating
substances while under
the age of 21, 1st offense.
Shay Lanz, 29: $125
and $20 restitution, theft,
1st offense; $235, driving
without a valid license.

Montana Highway
Patrol
Robert Childers, 33,
$20, seatbelt violation.
Jonathan Wehrman,
23, $235, driving without
a valid license.
Sakoya Ladeaux, 21,
$20, day speeding.
Daniele Crandell, 22,
$20, day speeding.
Cody North, 23: $55,
failure to carry proof of
insurance, 1st offense;
$20, seatbelt violation.
Noah Weninger, 36,
$85, basic rule, reasonable and prudent, 1st

offense.
Amey Cooper, 41,
$65, speeding in a
restricted zone.
Nicole Laws, 27, $20,
day speeding.
Stephen Stelling, 66,
$20, day speeding.
Travis Cork, 17: $45,
basic rule, following too
closely; $85, failure to
show license to other parties involved in accident.
Timothy Schramm, 26,
$20, seatbelt violation.
Cara Stettler, 23, $70,
night speeding.
Cody Hoff, 24, $70,
night speeding.
Tyler Morkert, $85, no
liability insurance, 2nd
offense.
Timothy Wolfe, 65,
$20, seatbelt violation.
Burke Holmes, 27,
$20, day speeding.
Kevin Twidwell, 53,
$20, day speeding.
Montana Dept. of
Transportation
Nicholas Sheldon,
38, $175, failure to use

retractable axle when
weight exceeds the legal
max for fixed axles.
Titus Yoder, 52, $135,
failure to follow conditions of special permit.
Salina Vick, 41, $210,
failure to use retractable
axle when weight exceeds
the legal max for fixed
axles.

Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks
Edward Boehme, 58,
$85 and all hunting and
fishing licenses suspended for 12 months, unlawful hunting from public
highway.
Louis Colombo, 64,
$135, violation of commission rules.
Glen Little, 50, $170,
failure to obtain landowner permission for hunting.
Steven Kelton, $170,
failure to obtain landowner permission for hunting.
Joseph Connor, $135,
failure to obtain landowner permission for hunting.

GALLERY CANVAS PRINTS

20% OFF SALE
Now through December 22

12”x12”
Reg. $35

NOW $28
16”x20”
Reg. $40

NOW $32

Send us your unique
photo or graphic, and
we’ll print it onto
museum-grade canvas
and gallery wrap it for
you on wood stretcher
bars.

18”x24”
Reg. $50

NOW $40
30”x40”
Reg. $95

NOW $76

Special Sizes Available By Request
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Book and bake sale boosts library coffers
by Justin Harris
It is not uncommon for businesses to open their doors
to the public during the Christmas on Main Street event in
Thompson Falls, but Thompson Falls Public Library had
their doors open for the seasonal hubbub two days prior,
as well.
The reason for the early open-door policy was to draw
library and reading supporters through the municipality’s
threshold for their annual holiday fundraiser. The fundraiser works in the form of a book and bake sale, as librarians have sifted through surplus books and put them on
display for purchase at 41 per paperback, or $2 for hardcovers – beating out the cover prices used by large book
retailers.
Also on the table were homemade gifts and goodies
available for purchase. All proceeds from both books
and baked goods went to the library’s everyday and extra
functions. Children’s reading time and scheduled activities always need extra funding (as well as volunteers),
and other services provided by the library need continued
funding, as cuts are continually being made at the state
and federal level.
Lynne Kersten has been library director since 2009,
and said this has been the best Christmas bake sale to
date, “We had a lot of traffic through here and were able
to make a lot of sales. The totals aren’t counted yet, but
I’m guessing we raised about $1,000 in book sales – that
doesn’t include money from the bake sale end of things.”
For more information about the Thompson Falls Public
Library or to find out how you can help, call 827-3547.

Ledger photo by Justin Harris

BOOKS AND BAKED GOODS were the bread and butter of the fundraiser for the Thompson Falls Public Library.
Library director Lynne Kersten said this year’s sale was the best yet.

Bazaar sells wares, donates to Sheriff

Fresh Christmas Trees
Douglas Fir, Grand Fir
& Nordman Fir

Assembly of God
Parking Lot
West Preston
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mon. - Sat.
1 to 5 p.m. Sunday

#

Need a Ride?
CALL US! 741-2346
www.rideSCT.com

Sanders County
Transportation
A DOG’S LIFE - County canines had it made when their owners purchased homemade baked dog treats from the
Huckleberry Hounds Dog Bakery booth at the Sanders County Christmas Bazaar, Saturday. Vendors turned over a
portion of their earnings to give to the Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund that brings gifts and food to area families.
by Justin Harris
It was a busy yet productive day for vendors at the
Annual Sanders County Christmas Bazaar. It was a
chance for the craftier among us to tout the creations
they’ve been working on and make a few extra dollars for
the Christmas season. In addition to the homespun items
available, other individuals, groups and churches had
their booths set up in the high school gym for the annual
local shopping event.
As busy as the vendors were, no one at the event was
juggling as much as Janie McFadgen, who took over
leadership of the event this year, and completed her trial

Thank You!

by fire Saturday afternoon. “It was definitely a steep
learning curve, but I had a lot of help and support from
some great people,” said McFadgen. She noted that one
of the highlights of the day was a visit from the ladysingers of St. Williams Parish who treated attendees to a
few song performances. Santa hanging around for a brief
appearance was also a big hit.
From 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., Saturday, event-goers
perused the items for sale from the numerous vendor
booths. There was no shortage of baked goods and goodies, and around every corner seemed to be a home-crafted
likeness of Santa, reindeer, snowmen, or other symbols of
the Christmas season.
McFadgen is now finding out the details of wrapping
up such an event. Duties such as paying the bills (like
the insurance for use of the high school gym as a public
gathering place), and tallying the percentage given by
the vendors to cut a check for the Sheriff’s Christmas
Relief Fund. Vendors gave ten percent of their earnings,
as per tradition, that will be turned over to the local law
enforcement charity effort. “We had some generous donations from the community to give with our total, as well,”
shared McFadgen, “we don’t have an exact total yet, but
it looks as though it will be over $1,000 to be given to the
Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund.” She especially thanked
the members of the community who came out in support of the bazaar and the vendors who took the time and
effort to be a part of the event, “Without these shoppers
and vendors there would be no show,” said McFadgen.

BROKEN WINDSHIELD?
MOBILE SERVICE - LET US COME TO YOU!

CALL

Western Windshields

ROCK
CHIP
REPAIR

FREE
MOBILE
SERVICE

SCHEDULE

HOT SPRINGS:
Local: Every Wednesday, 1st & 3rd Friday
Plains: 2nd & 4th Tuesday
Polson: 1st & 3rd Monday
Missoula: Every Thurs., Fri. and 1st & 3rd Tues.
Kalispell: Fridays (except 5th Friday)
Thompson Falls: 1st Wednesday
PLAINS:
Local: Wednesdays & Fridays
Missoula: Every week day except Tuesday
All Ages
Thompson Falls: 1st Wednesday
Kalispell 1st & 3rd Friday
Welcom
e
THOMPSON FALLS:
to Ride
Local: Tuesdays & Thursdays
Plains: Wednesdays, 2nd & 4th Tuesdays
Missoula: Every week day except Tuesday
Sandpoint: 1st & 3rd Mon., 2nd & 4th Wed.
Kalispell: 1st & 3rd Friday
TROUT CREEK, NOXON, HERON:
Local: Tuesdays
Sandpoint: 2nd & 4th Wed., 1st & 3rd Mon.
Plains: 2nd & 4th Tuesday
Missoula: Wednesdays

#

Courtesy photo

HEY!
OVER HERE!
Get your message out there
with custom signs, banners
and advertising specialities
from The Ledger. Call us
today to see how we can
help boost your business!

Lifetime warranty on windshield replacement and
repairs. Direct insurance billing. Certified installers.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

CALL FOR QUOTE & APPOINTMENT TODAY!
TOLL FREE: 1-877-248-6698

603 Main St., Thompson Falls

n

827-3421
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Local talent sings Christmas praise at Rex
• Now a festive staple during Christmas on Main Street, Christmas Music at the Rex wrapped up another year
by Justin Harris
“We were so glad for the community support, it is
good to know people appreciate this little performance
each year,” said Jan Manning, who created Christmas
Music at the Rex eight years ago as a way to put a cap on
the busy, event-filled day of Christmas on Main Street in
Thompson Falls.
Before Christmas Music at the Rex was created, many
just didn’t feel that the evening was over once the Main
Street Parade concluded. These days, parade-goers appreciate the open doors of the Rex Theatre to find a seat,
warm up, and hear some local talent before heading home.
This year looked iffy for the music performance, as
many of the regular performers were out of town. A few
phone calls and a little running around by Manning had
the evening’s lineup organized with ease, and the new performers slated to hit the stage were excited to be a part of
the event.
Once the audience from the parade had found their
way into the theatre, Manning took a microphone to welcome them. She then introduced Fire Creek Band for the
evening’s first piece. The band explained that their bass
player Zach Whipple-Kilmer was absent, but remaining
members Jerry Lentz, Danny Miles and Justin Harris were
able to deliver a fun song accompanied by Harris’s guitar.
“Hangin’ Round the Mistletoe” was originally recorded
by Alabama for their Christmas album, but the guys from
Fire Creek added a little heat and swing to give the threepart harmonies some jazz.
Following the band’s song, Harris invited seventhgrade student JJ Fields to the stage. The pair belted out a
ragtime version of “Winter Wonderland.” Harris then performed a fingerpicking version of “O, Holy Night” before
giving the stage to another guitarist.
Susie Bryan has experience as a player and singer in
worship bands over the years, and was excited to share
her talents at the Rex. Her rich-sounding Taylor acoustic
guitar accompanied her voice perfectly. Bryan sang and
strummed “Mary, Did You Know?” before giving the
stage up to the Ladies Christmas Choir.
Manning recruited the members of the Ladies
Christmas Choir just weeks before the performance, and
the group only had two weeks to prepare for the big night.
Despite the time constraints, the women delivered moving performances of “Away in a Manger” and “Joy to the
World.”
As the choir left the stage, Manning was joined by her
dog Milo and some are youth for an annual tradition for
the event. The pooch and children sat next to Manning’s
rocking chair next to a fake fire. Harris quietly picked
a playful jazz version of “Let It Snow” while manning
recited the poem, “The Christmas Guest.”
Closing out the evening’s performances was the pow-

NOTICE

Ledger photo by Justin Harris

BRINGING JOY TO YOUR WORLD, the Ladies Christmas Choir sang “Away in a Manger” and “Joy to the World” during
their time on stage at Christmas Music at the Rex event, Saturday evening.
erful voice of Mary Jan McCoy, who shared her vocal
talents on the song , “Heaven’s Child.” Her final notes
reverberated a moment in the theatre before the audience
could find their hands to applause.
Manning then invited all of the performers out on stage
to lead the theatre in a sing along of “Jingle Bells” and
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” She gave a special
Saturday, Dec. 9
thanks to Rex Tehatre owners Doug and Karen Grimm,
1 - 5 p.m. • Elks Lodge
who give free use of the theatre for the event each
“The greatest health discovery of our me, even surpassing
year as a gift to the community.
the discovery of penicillin and an bio cs.”

Tasting
Experience Party

Ron Manzanero, M.D.

For more informa on 406-370-2549

Ezra Michael Hartman
Casey and David
Hartman welcomed
son, Ezra Michael,
Tues., Nov. 14, 2017
at 7:49 p.m. at Clark
Fork Valley Hospital
in Plains. He weighed
seven pounds and measured 19.5 inches long.
Welcome, Ezra.

EZRA HARTMAN

Green Mountain Conservation Dist.

CHANGE OF MEETING DATES
No Meeting in December

Jan. Meeting: Wed., Jan. 17

Ronald Pronovost

310 Applications in GMCD office by Jan. 10
For further information
contact the GMCD office, 827-4833
Fresh wreaths made with Montana Products by Montana People!

MONTANA
MATERIALS
MONTANA
MADE

877-342-9684
MONTANAWREATHS.COM
CALL US, STOP IN OR GO ONLINE

FOR $5.00 OFF A "MONTANA SELECT" WREATH

USE COUPON CODE: WREATHS2017
Fresh wreaths made with Montana Products by Montana People!

Ronald Pronovost,
71, passed away Nov. 29,
2017, at Clark Fork Valley
Hospital.
Ronald (Ron) Pronovost
was born on Nov. 23, 1946.
to Charles and Loretta
Pronovost in Kalispell,
Mont. He had three
siblings (Asa, Debbie and
Lorie).
His family moved
between Montana and
Washington most of his
life. About 28 years ago
Ron moved to Plains to be
closer to his parents and
other family members.
Then about 15 years ago
he moved to Thompson
Falls where he made many
friends and formed a close
relationship with his sister
Lorie and her three sons
(Joshua, Jeremiah, Tyrell).
Ron is preceded in
death by his parents

Community Calendar December

RONALD PRONOVOST
Charles and Loretta
Pronovost and surviving
are his siblings Asa
Pronovost, Lorie (John)
Moyer, Debbie (Scott)
Merrimen, his seven
nephews, and five nieces.
A potluck celebration
of life will be held at 2
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16, at
the Thompson Falls Senior
Citizen Center.

7

8

14

15

Upcoming Events in Sanders County
Have a community event
you would like listed?
Email ledgerads@blackfoot.net
Subject line: community calendar

Snow Shoot, 10
a.m., Trap Club
range, east of
Thompson Falls

10

Thompson Falls
City Council, 6
p.m., City Hall

11

12

Student Music
Concert, 7 p.m.,
TF High School
Trout Creek
School Board, 7
p.m.
Noxon Music
Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Noxon School

13

T. Falls Main St.
Committee, 8 am,
Minnie’s Café
TF Toastmasters,
noon, Whitefish
Credit Union

Tree Lighting
Ceremony, 5 p.m.,
NLI building, Trout
Creek

9

16

Dance Xplosion
performance, 7
p.m., Rex Theatre
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Doris Marie Gubel Breazile
Doris Marie Gubel
Breazile passed away Nov.
28, 2017 in Thompson
Falls. She was 99.
Born Oct. 1, 1918 in
Vallejo, Calif., Doris’
almost one century of life
was full and interesting.
Making a big impact was
living through the Great
Depression.
Beginning as a child,
Doris loved to dance, and
she and other young dance
students danced weekly
for the Mickey Mouse
Club. However, when
the Depression came, her
family could no longer
afford that luxury.
Out of necessity, her
father William had to work
several years away from
home where construction
plumbing jobs could be
found. Doris and her
mother Etta moved in with
relatives during that time.
Etta, a homemaker, found
work operating a steam
press in a dress factory.
It was a happy day when
the family was reunited,
the Depression ended
and they moved together
to Sacramento, Calif.,
where plumbing for large
construction jobs kept Bill
busy the remainder of his
career.
At age 16, Doris
graduated Sacramento High
School. First taking a job
in an insurance agency,
Doris was soon hired by
the State of California,
first working in the
accounting department
of the Department of
Corrections, and then
for the Department of
Transportation “Cal Trans,”
retiring from the state in
1974.

DORIS BREAZILE
Doris met Henry “Ned”
Gubel at a USO dance.
Soon afterward, Ned was
drafted, and the two were
apart for five years as he
served our country in New
Guinea in World War II.
Upon his return, Doris and
Ned were married in Reno,
Nev.
Their son John was born
in 1957. After his birth,
Doris became the first State
of California employee to
transition to the position of
permanent half-time. Ned,
a lineman for Pacific Gas
and Electric, passed away
in 1962.
Several years later, Doris
was a bit reluctant when a
friend of hers set her up on
a blind date with Robert
“Bob” Breazile, whose
wife had passed a few
years beforehand. It turned
out that the two weren’t
strangers. They lived on
the same street, and both
worked for the Cal Trans
materials lab.
They were married Nov.
5, 1966 at St. Francis
Church in Sacramento.
After less than a dozen
years together, Bob passed
away Jan. 17, 1978.
As a teenager, Doris
had joined the Young

Ladies Institute (YLI), a
Catholic women’s service
organization. She remained
a faithful member at the
time of her death.
Upon Bob’s passing,
Doris became increasingly
involved in community
service, both with the
YLI, and as a volunteer
for Mercy Hospital of
Sacramento. For the
hospital’s guild, she held
many officer positions,
including president. As a
“pink lady,” she served
dutifully on Sundays, so
that other members could
be with their families. She
was often involved helping
in the post-surgery and outpatient surgery areas, as
well as the gift shop. Her
favorite area of service was
for the guild’s “creations”
committee. As part of it,
Doris painstakingly made
over 100 custom teddy
bears that were given to
young hospital patients.
Before moving to
Montana in 2000 to be
closer to family, Doris
was honored by the Mercy
Guild for over 10,000 hours
of volunteer service.
Doris never met a
stranger and could be the
life of any gathering she
was at. She said she’d feel
comfortable talking to
anyone – even the Pope.
Doris loved to travel, and
shared many adventures,
first with Bob, and then
upon his death, with friends
Millie and Marge. She and
Marge volunteered many
years for the Sacramento
Jazz Festival.
After relocating to
Montana, Doris volunteered
at Thompson Falls Public
Library. She was a proud

member of Thompson
Falls Senior Center, and
some of her most enjoyable
times were at the center
and with friends in the
Red Hat Ladies. For
several years she was also
a member of Thompson
Falls Woman’s Club, and
for seven years, was an
active member of the Trout
Creek Huckleberry Festival
Committee.
For the festival, Doris
enjoyed being a hostess.
She joked that she loved
the job, because “I can tell
people where to go, and
they smile when I do it.”
Her family was most
important to her. She loved
spending time with son
John and his wife Sandi,
and being “Nana” to her
two grandsons.
In addition to many
friends in California and
Montana, she is survived by
son John (and wife Sandi)
of Trout Creek; grandsons
Nathan (and wife Taylor) of
Denver, Colo., and Andrew
(and girlfriend Heidi) of
Seattle, Wash., and Heidi’s
daughters, Luna and Kaiya.
Through the years, Doris
created many fine works
of art in stained glass. She
also sewed, crocheted and
knitted many beautiful
creations. Until she could
no longer do so, an avid
reader, she read at least a
novel a week.
Doris was fiercely
independent. She lived
on her own until just over
a year ago, when health
issues necessitated.
The family sincerely
appreciates the many
people of our community
who have shared in Doris’
life, as well as the caring

Delores Troxell
Delores Troxell of
Plains, Mont., lost
her battle with cancer
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017.
She was born in Akron,
Ohio on February 6, 1929
to Ernest and Ruth (Ladd)
Smith. She was a widow
and is survived by her
daughter, Victoria Adams
(a widow still close to
her husband’s family),
and her daughter Bonnie
Porter. Bonnie is married

DELORES TROXELL

with two children, 10
grandchildren, and one
great grandson.
Delores was an artist,
a writer, a teacher,
and an accomplished
professional. She also
served the community in
several volunteer positions
including the soup
kitchen, the Friends of
the Library, as a teacher’s
aide in the Plains School
District, and a mentor

in after school church
programs.
A celebration of life
is scheduled Friday,
December 8, 2017 at
the Harvest Community
Church of God in Plains.
The service will begin
at 11 a.m. and will be
followed by a pot luck
luncheon. Memorial
donations may be made
to Cancer Network of
Sanders County.

children born to Martin and
Gertrude (LeRoy) Vander
Velden. After serving four
years in the Air Force, he
earned a Conservation and
Biology degree from the
University of Wisconsin,
Stevens Point, where he

Choose Life in December
If you or someone you care about is going
through the difficult time of an unwanted
pregnancy, we want to help you with more
than just words. Please get in touch with us
right away for practical assistance.
To let a child continue living only costs your love

For local help contact:
Linda Parker, 827-4533
Sandpoint Pregnancy Crisis
Hotline, 1-208-263-7621
Catholic Social Services
for Montana (Missoula)
1-800-BABY-DUE
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus, Council 11190

also met and married Carol
Braun in 1959.
Tom spent summers
during college fighting
fires for the Flathead
National Forest and fell
in love with Montana. He
moved his family there in
1964, where he worked in
Employment Assistance
for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, both in Browning
and Helena.
An avid reader, Tom also
enjoyed hunting, fishing,
gardening, raising ducks
and scoring a good deal
at yard sales. He had a
reputation for “shooting
the breeze” and enjoyed
a “cold one” every afternoon.
He is survived by his
wife Carol; son, Mark (Jess
Brewer) of Stevensville;
daughter, Cheryl Emch
(Dallas) of Eureka; sister,
Bette Derus of Menasha,
Wisc.; and numerous nieces and nephews.
Interment will take
place at a later date at

A luncheon will follow the
service.
Doris will be interred
at St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Sacramento, California.
If you are so inclined,
in lieu of flowers, please
make a contribution in
Doris’ honor to a charity of
your choice.

Directory of
Area Churches

FALLS CHAPEL
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD
414 East Haley Avenue

Loving God, Loving People
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Family Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Church
Teen Spirit Youth Group - Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
Pastors John & Cheryl Chamblin - Home: 827-4120 Cell: 544-3794

THOMPSON
FALLS CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Devoted to Jesus Christ our
Lord and to the Fellowship,
to the breaking of Bread
and Prayer
Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Corner of Church & Haley
827-3380

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST
CHURCH
Highway 200 - Trout Creek
Saturday Service
Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
Church Service
11:00 a.m.
Pastor Ilko Tcharkarov
406-407-0740
For information, call 827-5744

NEW LIFE
FELLOWSHIP
Pentecostal Church
Where Jesus still does miracles
Airport Road - Thompson Falls
Sunday Prayer
Sunday Worship
Wednesday
Thursday - Heron

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Children’s church provided Sunday
morning and Wednesday evenings.
Rev. Irene Anderson: 827-4406

CABINET
MOUNTAIN
BIBLE CHURCH
Highway 200 - Trout Creek

Sunday Services
Everyone Welcome!

Sunday School
Worship Service

10:00 a.m.
10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
AWANA, grade K-6 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Call for more information
Pastor Dan “Hap” Cheff, 827-3511
A Rocky Mountain Bible Mission

WHITEPINE
COMMUNITY
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
Sunday Service
Noon
Pastor John Hancock
847-852-0476
Information: 827-9305

Handicap Accessible
EVERYONE INVITED

OUR SAVIOR’S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA

611 Ogden Ave., Thompson Falls
Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday school biweekly
during worship
Fellowship each Sunday following
worship.
Pastor Carol Seilhymer
826-4080 • pr.carols@gmail.com

“Inviting all to grow in Christ”

SANDERS COUNTY CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
ST. JAMES PLAINS Sunday Mass 11 a.m.
SACRED HEART HOT SPRINGS MISSION Sun. Mass 1st & 3rd 1:00 p.m.
ST. WILLIAM THOMPSON FALLS Sunday Mass 8:45 a.m.
NOXON MISSION NOXON Sat. Mass 2nd & 4th 4:00 p.m.
Rev. Jeffrey Benusa
Thompson Falls: 827-4433

GOSPEL MOUNTAIN ASSEMBLY OF GOD
We Have Good News For You!!

Sunday
Coffee & Fellowship
Sunday School, all ages
Morning Worship
Eve. Worship/Study

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Food Bank
Luncheon

Wednesday
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

Call if you need a ride, 827-4611
Pastor Charlie Denson

THOMPSON FALLS COMMUNITY
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Thomas C. Vander Velden
Thomas C. Vander
Velden, 86, passed away
at his home November 23
from complications due to
Parkinson’s disease.
Tom was born August
12, 1931 in Little Chute,
Wisc., the seventh of eight

staff of Cherry Hill Assisted
Living, where she spent her
final days.
Funeral Mass, conducted
by Rev. Jeff Benusa, will
be at noon on Saturday,
Dec. 9, 2017 at St. William
Church, Thompson Falls.
Prior to the service, Rosary
will be prayed at 11:15 a.m.

Bringing the Community to Christ and Christ to the Community
Matt Schraeder, Pastor
Church Study: 827-3706
Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church Ages 3-4th grade
Wednesday
Youth Group 6:30 p.m.
We invite you to come worship with us.

SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
LUTHERAN CHURCH - Missouri Synod
1192 Mt. Silcox Road, Thompson Falls
Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m., Worship Service 11:00 a.m. - Noon
Fellowship - Noon — Everyone Welcome!
Pastor Ray Larson
827-9570

THOMAS
VANDER VELDEN
the Missoula Veterans
Cemetery. Memorial
donations can be made to
Friends of Montana PBS.

TROUT CREEK COMMUNITY CHURCH
17 Larch Street in Trout Creek
Sunday School — 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Pastor Jerry Windle
827-4814

OPEN DOOR BAPTIST CHURCH
1191 Mt. Silcox Road, at the Thompson Falls Senior Center
Sunday School — 9:45-10:45 a.m. Service — 11 a.m. - Noon
Website: odbaptistchurch.com
Pastor Jim Hantz 406-750-8379 or 406-827-1585

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, est. 1985
705 Main Street, Thompson Falls

406-827-3435

Pastor: Jeffrey Phillips Home: 406-847-5310 Cell: 406-830-1607
Sunday School/Bible Study: All ages 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m. - Noon
Children’s worship and nursery available during this time
Sunday Evening Bible Study: 5-6 p.m.
Friday: Women’s Hour of Prayer — 1 p.m.
All are welcome!
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Ledger photos by Justin Harris

Courtesy photo

GINGERBREAD JUBILEE - Gingerbread houses were on display for the 20th Sanders County Historical Society Old Jail Museum Gingerbread Contest. Robin Hagedorn was the
recipient of the coveted “Auntie A. Award.” Her creation (far right) was a two-story house topped with prancing reindeer.

Results are in...
Participants in the Annual Thompson Falls Scavenger Hunt and the Old Jail Museum’s Gingerbread
Contest will be glad to hear the verdict is in and winners declared in the popular events.
The 4th annual Thompson Falls Scavenger Hunt was
a success according to Gigi Comer, Thompson Falls
Chamber of Commerce.
This year’s top winner, receiving $250 worth of
Chamber Bucks is Carol Lane. Second place winner
Nick Giffin received $125, third place winner DeKlyn
Meyers ($75), and fourth place went to Tegan Dorscher
($50).

Kelly Beaty, Braxton Dorscher, Scarlett Bullard
Stafford and Chase Giegling were all recipients of $25
worth of Chamber Bucks.
Participants in the Bingo scavenger hunt went to local
businesses to receive stamps on their Bingo cards to fill
all slots. Winners were announced at Christmas on Main
Street last Saturday.

Contents

Legend of the Great Flood
Our First People
Harper’s Monthly Magazine
Northern Pacific Railroad
Laughing George Burson
1884 Newspaper on the rails
Roosevelt and Willis
Cold Air Wells
School Daze
Medicine (Pancho Villa?)
Ethnobotany
Churches
Mills and Logging
Banks
Mayors
Main Street Fires
Historic Structures
Dozens of period TFalls homes

Available at
Linda’s Gifts
Falls Motel
D&D Liquor
Artistic Image

$30

by Shana Neesvig
This year’s “Gingerbread Jubilee” marked the 20th
year anniversary of Sanders County Historical Society
brining the community together in sweet competition.
There were 23 participants contending for the “Auntie
A. Award.” The creation with most votes is rewarded
this prestigious prize, in memory of Alice Nakamura
who supported the contest for many years.
Robin Hagedorn received top prize accolades for her
two-story gingerbread house, including five roof-top
reindeer. The top “Family and Group” award went to
neighbors Helen Meadows and Millissa Culver for their
“Bringing Home the Christmas Tree” construction. Top
adult award went to Hagedorn, top teen (13-18 years)
was earned by Madison Suttorp for her “Carousel”
efforts, Sophia Lafriniere’s “Christmas Village” took top
youth (8-12 years) honors, and Cruz Meadows won the
child award with “Adobe Christmas.”
Many Thompson Falls kindergarteners look forward
to the tradition of displaying their gingerbread creations
at the event. This year Mona Jacobson baked the
cookies for the students to decorate. A whopping
31 gingerbread boys were heftily decorated by the
youngsters and put on display.
Fundraising activities also complimented the event in
the form of two basket raffles. Linda Wakefield won the
“Everything Dog Basket,” Danielle Fagan attained the
“All Things Coffee” basket, and Katrina Nygaard is the
proud owner of the “Tea Basket.”
The gingerbread event is the only day in the winter
the Old Jail Museum is open. Volunteers at the Jail
thank the community for supporting their cause.
Blackfoot CFT helped underwrite the prizes awarded to
winning contestant.
The Old Jail Museum is closed for the winter, but will
reopen Mother’s Day, 2018.

Clark Fork Christian Mennonite School

Annual Christmas
Program & Dinner
Ham & Turkey
Buffet

Friday, Dec. 8 - 6 p.m.

Whitepine Mennonite Church
Hwy. 200 MM37

Check to Perry Publishing, PO Box 417, TFalls 59873
Include $3 if to be mailed.

Call 827-4803 for reservations (limited seating)
Donations accepted
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The Weather
DATE
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

28
29
30
1
2
3
4

HIGH LOW PC. REC. HIGH
43
40
35
39
40
39
34

32
35
28
33
30
34
32

.00
.09
.00
.00
.01
.00
.00

50/1973
50/1973
54/1958
53/1972
53/1972
56/1956
55/1965

2017 precip. , 20.39; Dec. precip., 0.01; T. Falls River
Flow, 18,600 cfs; Noxon, 18,000 cfs; Plains, 18,800
cfs; Thompson River, 259.

WEEKEND WEATHER

FRIDAY
42/18

SATURDAY
42/18

SUNDAY
43/22

MOSTLY
SUNNY

PARTLY
SUNNY

SUNNY

Your dreams are a

Home Equity Away.
108 E. Railroad • Plains 406.826.3662
www.RMBank.com
Great Things Happen!TM

Member

FDIC

Holo
Continued from page 2

other ‘bells and whistles’ he
had admired over the years
in larger schools.
The summer before the
school was complete, my
brother and I frequently
came with Dad on days
off to wander the empty
hallways, enjoying the
echoing sound of our
sandals on the shiny
linoleum floors as we ran
up and down the long
hallways. As the school
got closer to completion,
Dad could talk of nothing
else, and desired to share
it with us. As he opened
the door to the huge, dark
gymnasium and flipped on
the multiple rows of light
switches, the room seemed
to come alive. I had grown
up in schools, but not like
this one. Dad walked to the
center of the gymnasium,
gazing up and all around,
likely imagining the events
that would soon fill this
room. As we followed him
down the long hallways,

I remember the emotion;
excited, happy and proud.
In the science room, he
encouraged me to run my
hands along the cold, black
countertops, turn on the
water faucets and watch
the cold-water rush from
the high arching spigots
and splash into the palms
of my outstretched hands.
He lit a Bunsen burner
to show me how they
worked, and let me peek
under the big hood, which
he explained was to keep
the future students safe
from dangerous fumes. He
was so excited about this
room. He said, “No one
in the state has a nicer one
than this one, honey.” I
believe he was right, and if
he wasn’t it didn’t matter
because he believed it.
Today the Blue Hawks
are as proud as ever,
the junior high school
recently receiving the most
prestigious award of its kind
this academic year of 2017,
being named a National
Title 1 Distinguished
School (see Oct. 5, 2017
issue of The Ledger). So
much has changed in 45

Remember When?
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train to carry us and out
dunnage in. We happened
to be at the train when the
east bound train came in
from Spokane. As we were
taking in the sights, who
would step up to the mail
car and mail some letters
but my brother Will. He
and a man named Wm.
Worstell had come out from
Denver a month earlier. It
was an agreeable surprise to
all and he took me down to

his tent and his partner was
just lifting a pot of beans
from the fire, and we were
soon all busy at the eats.
When they landed here a
month before they went to
Spokane and bought several
horses and started packing
from Belknap to the
mines. We got most of our
dunnage taken by them, but
we carried 50 pounds each
on our backs down Clark
Fork four miles, and up

years, but much is the same.
Thompson Falls is still a
town that loves its people,
supports its schools and
businesses and welcomes
families that want to
participate and become
one of them. Visitors and
residents alike continue to
experience Thompson’s
pride, history and natural
surrounding beauty and
recreation. They support
local businesses and one
another, and they keep
“showing up” and working
hard. These things haven’t
changed at all, in nearly
half a century since our new
school was built.
Thank you, Thompson
Falls, for five very special
years in the 1970s. The
ripple effect is still being
felt after all these years, as
the next graduating class
flips their tassels, as we
drive up the Blue Slide or
out Prospect Creek, or stand
in awe at the beauty of the
view of the Clark Fork
River from the top of Cedar
Street, where we once lived.
I can still feel it and I know
Dad would too, if he were
here.

Beaver Creek to the summit
of Bitter Root mountains;
thence, down Butte creek to
Prichard and on to Murray.
“Will and Worstell took
a sub-contract to carry the
mail from Belknap to Eagle
City, five miles below
Murray. Another man and
I were put on as riders. We
made the trip every day
except Sunday and we sure
did enjoy that day’s rest.
Will and Worstell kept on
packing freight into the
mines till the snow got too
deep then we packed up
and left for Murray.

Dancers
Continued from page 1

also offered multiple times
throughout the week.
Although this year’s
Christmas show features
young dancers only, Kenyon
did comment that her adult
students may be putting
something together for
springtime entertainment.
“Some adults want to
take it to the stage, but
others are not quite ready
to do that yet,” Kenyon
amusingly stated. She said
the show is in the planning
stages, so we will have to
wait a few months and see

County
Continued from page 1

proposals would not result
in any lost jobs.
“We have about every
office as tight as we can,”
Brooker said.

what transpires.
The group is on a
semi-annual performance
schedule. They regale at the
Huckleberry Festival every
August in Trout Creek, and
will continue to perform at
this venue. They are also
planning to continue their
Christmas gig in years to
come.
“We have worked so
long and so hard to get to
this point, of having our
own show,” said Kenyon. “I
cannot wait to see if we can
fill the Rex.”
She also gave credit to
many supportive parent
boosters. “They made it
all happen,” Kenyon said.

Parents of the dancers
helped to provide shirts,
signs and raised funds to
help make their dreams of
becoming stand-alone show
stars a reality.
Mark your calendars for
this paramount event taking
place at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 16, at the Rex Theatre.
Tickets are $5 for an
adult; children are free
when accompanied with a
paying adult. Tickets can be
purchased at D&D Liquor
and First Security Bank.
For more information
on dance classes contact
Kenyon at 406-404-5937
or email mtnpathdance@
gmail.com.

The Clerk and
Recorder and Treasurer
elected positions, as
well as the county
Sherff position, are up
for re-election in 2018.
Filing for candidates
begins in January, so the
commissioners will have

any proposed changes set
by then.
In hiring a CFO,
Commissioner Glen
Magera said he liked the
idea, and that he believe
they can do so without
adding an expense to the
general fund.

This month at the Elks Lodge . . .
Alone on Christmas Eve?
Not this year! Spend it with us!
Free Christmas Eve dinner at the
Elks Lodge, Dec. 24, 2 to 6pm.
Elks Care . . . Elks Share.
Fish Fry is back! Friday, Dec. 29, 6pm. Goldenfried (or baked) cod, French fries, salad, cheddar
biscuits, clam chowder. $12 per person.
New Year’s Eve Gala!!! Join your friends and
make new ones Dec. 31, 8pm to ??
Music & dancing, finger food and fun!
Clark Fork Valley Elks Lodge #2757
2519 Industrial Way, Thompson Falls MT 59873

406-827-7770

Don’t Stand in Line
at the Post Office

Come See Us!

• Large Selection of Boxes - Assorted Sizes
• Packing Peanuts • Bubble Wrap
• Packages insured up to $100 for free
• Save $$$ on those Large Christmas Boxes
• We provide a printed label & automatic tracking

Shipping Works
at the

Sanders County Ledger
603 Main • 827-3421

$2.00 Off Coupon

Any package shipped UPS. Limit 1 coupon per customer
Coupon expires December 22, 2017
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Arts Council
raises $2,700
by Ed Moreth
The Sanders County
Arts Council is one step
closer to its goal of having
a fully operational art
center at the Paradise
Center thanks to the
generosity at the “Do Your
Bidding Over a Baked
Potato Dinner” fundraiser
Saturday evening.
“I think it went really
well,” said Noxon resident
Cinda Gazaway, the chief
coordinator and one of
the artists who donated
artwork to the fundraiser,
which included a live
auction of 32 donations
from local businesses
and individuals, and
54 pieces of art for the
silent auction. The event
included a baked potato
meal with seven different
topping variations, drinks
and desserts. Karen
Thorson, president of
the Sanders County
Arts Council, said they
plan to have other “Do
Your Bidding” dinner
fundraisers in the future.
The nonprofit
organization raised just

Photo by Ed Moreth

MOVIE CHRISTMAS – Senior Jessica Thompson touches up the face of the Heat Miser at the Dog Hill Bistro
as part of Plains High School’s annual Christmas window painting project.

Students paint Plains
by Ed Moreth
Plains High School art teacher
Kristen Cole sent her students
out last week to “paint the town.”
But they didn’t go out for a day
of drinking and dancing, they
spread out around the community
to help deliver Christmas spirit by
painting windows.
The Plains students spent last
Thursday painting Christmas
themes in the windows of more
than 20 businesses from one end
of town to the other, including the
Clark Fork Valley Hospital Clinic
and Plains City Hall.
“Our students are amazing. I
feel fortunate to be able to work
with these young adults. I enjoy
hearing how much fun they have
had for the day. Many asked if
we could do this again this year,”
said Cole, who started the window
painting tradition 23 years ago.
“This idea started when I
began teaching with the desire to

work with our community, help
students provide a service, giving
back to the town of Plains, as well
as wanting to have the students’
abilities showcased out in the
public,” said Cole, who went from
window to window throughout the
day checking on the students and
giving tips.
Fifty-five students from
freshman to senior class took
part in the painting operation,
which went on from about 9:30
a.m. to about 3:30 p.m. Nearly
all of the businesses were repeat
customers, said Cole, and many of
the students have participated in
the event in years past, including
Jessica Thompson, a senior who
has painted all four high school
years. Thompson, 17, went outside
the traditional box by painting
five-foot renditions of the Heat
Miser and Snow Miser from the
1974 animated television special
“The Year Without a Santa Claus”

at the Dog Hill Bistro. Cole said
Thompson is one of her more
talented artists.
Each year, Cole sends letters
to the businesses asking if they’d
like their front windows painted.
Cole and the students discussed
the theme ideas earlier in the
week. Several went with subjects
that tied to the business.
“A few days ahead of going
we discuss theme ideas that can
possibly tie the season into their
business. I also demonstrate on
a framed piece of glass for them
in class,” said Cole, who added
that they come up with new ideas
each year. She also noted that the
majority of the students this year
had never done anything like this
before. Some students worked on
more than one business. Some of
the businesses offered the students
hot chocolate, coffee, cookies and
even tips while they worked.

Support
Your
Community
Shop
Local!

Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony
Friday, Dec. 9
5:00 p.m.
Northern Lights Building
Trout Creek
• Free Cocoa, Cider & Cookies
• Christmas Caroling

Family Bingo Night
Sat., Dec. 16 - 2 p.m.
Lakeside Convention Hall
We encourage local businesses
to turn on their lights too
Sponsored by the Trout Creek Community Improvement Association

Please turn to page 16

Noxon offering
EMT classes

Please turn to page 16

Trout Creek School
plans holiday event
by Shana Neesvig
Trout Creek School will
ring in the holiday season
with an arts program
Tuesday, December
19, beginning at 6:00
p.m. The festivities will
take place in the school
gymnasium.
Students will not only
perform holiday musical
selections, but they will
also entertain with an
old-fashioned play. There
will be guest speakers,
a community sing-along, hot chocolate and
refreshments, and a special

over $2,700 at the hour
and a half event. The silent
auction fetched more than
$1,000 with a framed oil
painting by Gazaway as
the highest priced item
going for $90. The live
auction, conducted by
Chris Borntreger, raked in
$1,261 with a cheesecake
going for a record
$300. Paradise resident
Doug Bratz donated the
cheesecake back and it
was cut into 10 pieces,
which were then auctioned
off, raising another $155.
The live auction had
dozens of items, mostly
gift certificates, food
and household items
and services, all donated
by local businesses and
individuals.
The silent auction
comprised of 54 art pieces
– drawings, photographs,
paintings, woodworks,
ceramics, and a custom
embossed chair by Ellen
Childress, the largest
three-dimensional piece.
The biggest art piece was
a 24X30 print by Rick

by Shana Neesvig
Are you looking for
something to add a little
excitement to your life
while helping your community? How about taking
emergency medical classes
or joining the ambulance?
Noxon ambulance
staffers will begin teaching Emergency Medical
Responder (EMR) and
Medical Emergency
Technician (EMT) courses
beginning in January.
Initially, the training will
be offered through Noxon
Public School’s adult
education series. Course
material will offer students

training and knowledge to
better handle an emergency.
Two options will be
available to attendees. The
course will follow the trajectory of either a 12 week
EMR or a 22 week EMT
path, depending on the
majority vote at the first
session. Ambulance staff
added that two sessions
may be possible if one
course could be taught during daytime hours.
Noxon ambulance is
always searching for members to add to their team,
but taking these courses
Please turn to page 16

visit by a well-known
North Pole tenant.
Trout Creek School
invites family, friends and
community members to
attend the program as they
say “thank you for making
our school thrive.”
Questions may be
directed by calling the
school at (406) 827-3629.

fsbmsla.com

What’s better than a
helping hand? Two.
Help us double the comfort and joy provided
by the Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund.
We’ll match your dollars* to help those in our communities who
need a helping hand or two. Mail your contribution to one of the
addresses below, or drop it off at either location.

Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund
c/o First Security Bank
107 S. Fulton / PO Box 3500
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

Sheriff’s Christmas Relief Fund
c/o First Security Bank
510 W. Railroad / PO Box 100
Plains, MT 59859

*Up to $1,000 for a total of $2,000.

Here for life.
DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK

First Security Bank, 510 West Railroad Street, Plains, MT. 826-2000
107 South Fulton, Thompson Falls, MT. 827-7000
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Hawk club grapplers
compete in and enjoy
King of the Mountain
by John Hamilton
from his kids, Thilmony
It’s good to be at the
said they all battled back
King of the Mountain; it’s
gamely, and learned a lot
even better when you do
from the experience.
well there.
“They all wrestled
A contingent of five
much better after that
Blue Hawk Wrestling Club
first round,” he said.
grapplers competed in
“Tournaments like this
the King of the Mountain
where every kid you see is
youth wrestling tournavery good, makes us better
ment in Castle Rock, Colo.
wrestlers and helps build
(a suburb of Denver) last
confidence in the long run.
weekend. One of the largest We are really proud of the
youth tournament during
way they competed in this
any given year in the U.S.,
meet.”
the King of the Mountain
And the trip was not
signals the end of the fall
all about only wrestling.
season for the local club
Arriving early in Denver
grapplers.
Friday, Thilmony said the
As he has for the past
local entourage got the
several years, club coach
chance to visit storied Mile
Mike Thilmony accompaHigh Stadium, where the
nied the young wrestlers on Denver Broncos play their
the trip, taking five Falls
National Football League
grapplers into the fray this
games, that day. “We try
time.
to do something differThilmony’s son Trae
ent away from wrestling
courtesy photo had the best result, wineach time we go there,”
THE MILE HIGH CLUB - Blue Hawk Wrestling Club coach Mike Thilmony and club grapplers Shane Reishus, Spur Ryan, ning a sixth place medal in
Thilmony offered. “The
Trae Thilmony, Elijah Ratliff and Max Hannum visited Mile High Stadium in Denver when in Colorado for the King of
the Middle School – 102
Olympic Training Center is
the Mountain Tournament in Castle Rock last week.
pound division, building a
also nearby, there is just a
record of 3-3 over the two
lot to go out and see in the
days. Spur Ryan went 1-2
area. It’s just a really fun
in the Middle School-97
trip for everyone.”
class, Elijah Ratliff was 1-2
Thilmony said the trip
would not be possible withby John Hamilton
feated on his way to a State some of the bigger schools at MS-102, Max Hannum
Friday and Saturday.
0-2 at MS-114 and Shane
out some generous donors.
Jase and Kaleb led the
had the full 13 scoring
Fresh off an all-state
A title last winter.
“We owe a special
way, and the rest of the
and we win fifth with only Reishus 0-2 at MS-119.
season of football for
Additionally, senior
Coach Thilmony said
thank you to the Knights
Hawks followed.
eight,” coach Ian Taylor
Cody Garrison won fourth
the Hawks, senior Jase
a tough first round, where
of Columbus and to Liz
Competing against a
said. “I couldn’t ask for a
Sorenson led the Thompson place at 152 pounds after
all five Falls grapplers lost,
Ostwald at Ameriprise
quality field of sqauds
whole lot more than what
losing a tough semifinal
Falls contingent in Polson,
Financial,” he said. “We
which included Class
our guys were able to do.” was difficult to overcome.
match.
winning the championship
“We always seem to
would not be able to do this
AA, A and B-C teams,
A total of eight Hawk
And it wasn’t just those
at 170 pounds. Fellow
without their help.”
the Thompson Falls Blue
three place-winners. Roman come out a little flat in this
senior Kaleb Frank also did grapplers were eligible to
tournament, and it happened
Thilmony also thanked
Hawks impressively wresscore team points, and 10
Sparks (113 pounds),
his part, fighting his way
again,” he said. “Maybe it is the organizers and partled down fifth place in
were entered in the tournaNathan Ostwald (126),
into the title match at 120
ticipants from the annual
team scoring at the Owen
ment’s main draw. “That’s
Sam Ostwald (160), Austin because of the atmosphere
before falling to a Class A
of the event; or the milebenefit golf tournament
Invitational in Polson
some pretty good stuff,
Cooper (205) and Seth
grappler who went undehigh elevation in Denver; or held at River’s Bend during
Allarcon (Heavyweight)
the fact that there are a lot
the summer. Proceeds from
all lost in the consolation
that event help fund club
semifinals and were “only of Olympic-quality athletes
activities such as sending
one match away from plac- in the stands watching; but
it always seems to take a
wrestlers to tournaments
ing,” Taylor said.
few matches for everyone
like the Bigfoot Battle in
Sorenson’s title run
to get up to speed for some
Spokane and the King of
at 170 was the highlight
reason.”
the Mountain in Colorado.
for the Hawks in Polson.
Taking nothing away
Sorenson out-pointed Ben
Windauer of Columbia
Falls 8-6 in the championship match. “Windauer lost
SANDERS COUNTY
to a four-time champion in
SPORTS
CALENDAR
the Class A State championship match last year, he
fsbmsla.com
is an outstanding wrestler
in his own right,” Taylor
said. “Jase had a great tournament, really opened up
his offense in Polson.”
Sorenson placed second
photos by Angela Lovell Frank
Please turn to page 11
BACK POINTS - Falls senior Sam Ostwald in action at Polson last weekend.

Hawks take 5th in Polson

CHAMPIONSHIP FIGHT - Blue Hawk senior Kaleb Frank grapples with Frenchtown’s Jake Bibler in the 120 pound
championship match in the Owen Invitational at Polson Saturday. Thompson Falls assistant coach Ryan Ostwald
watches the match unfold in the background.

PROUD SPONSOR
OF OUR COMMUNITY

WRESTLING
Thursday
Plains Quadrangular, 6 p.m.
Saturday
Bob Kinney Memorial at Superior

BOYS BASKETBALL
Friday
Plains at Darby
Noxon at Troy
Three Forks Invitational
Saturday
Clark Fork (Idaho) at Noxon
C Team - Thompson Falls at Libby
Three Forks Invitational

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Friday
Plains at Darby
Noxon at Troy
Three Forks Invitational
Saturday
Clark Fork (Idaho) at Noxon
Three Forks Invitational
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Hawks
Continued from page 10
at 170 in Polson in 2016.
Taylor said Frank, who
won the title at 120 a
year earlier, also had a
great meet, losing only to
Frenchtown’s Jake Bibler
in the championship. And
Bibler has not lost a match
in at least two years now.
Garrison, after falling in
the semifinals, came back
to earn his spot in the 152
consolation final, where he
fell to Libby’s Laine Young
by decision. All the grapplers that placed ahead of
Garrison were either from
the Class A and AA ranks.
Garrison had won second
place in Polson at 152 a
year earlier.
A sophomore, Allarcon
was the only other Blue
Hawk to advance to the
semifinals, but all eight
scoring grapplers contribut-

ed to the Falls point total in
the meet.
Missoula Sentinel won
the meet with 193 points,
Frenchtown (161) was second, Polson (140.5) third,
Columbia Falls (119) fourth
at the Hawks (87.5) fifth in
the 18-team event.
The Hawks have two
more wrestling dates on
tap this week. MissionCharlo and Arlee will
join Thompson Falls in
competing in the Plains
Quadrangular along with
host Plains-Hot Springs
Thursday night, and most
Class B-C teams from
western Montana, and a
few from outside of the
area, will wrestle in the
Bob Kinney Memorial in
Superior Saturday.
The Hawks won second
Ledger photo by John Hamilton
place in the Superior meet
SENIOR MATMEN - Thompson Falls senior wrestlers Kaleb Frank, Sam Ostwald, Peyton Irvine and Austin McDaniel
last year and won the team (front) and Luke Fuhrman, Cody Garrison, Jase Sorenson and Austin Cooper (back) will compete, along with their
title in it two years ago.
underclassmen teammates, in Plains and Superior this week.

Hawk boys to trek to Three Forks

Spa City girls
split games in
Tip-Off tourney
by John Hamilton
It’s game on in Hot
Springs, and coach Richard
Jackson and his young
Savage Heat girls are obviously ready for some basketball.
“It’s here, and we are
off and running,” Jackson
said of the hoop season
after his girls split games
in the Tip-Off Tournament
in Frenchtown Friday and
Saturday, “and we are looking forward to it. The attitudes are great and the girls
are having fun, it should be
a good season.”
The Heat girls opened
the season with a 56-34
win over Lincoln Friday
and then fell 44-41 to
Seeley-Swan Saturday in
Frenchtown. Now 1-1 in
non-conference action, the
Heat do not play again until
Dec. 14 when they visit the
Two Eagle River Eagles in
Pablo to open the 14C conference schedule.
Hot Springs jumped
out to a 19-8 lead after one
quarter against Lincoln and
finished the game off with a
15-2 win of the fourth quarter.
McKennzie Cannon and
Sydney Jackson counted 14
points each to lead the Heat,
Sage Jackson added 13,

by John Hamilton
that advantage to 37-22 by halftime.
assists, Grant Lundberg six points and
It does not mean quite as much
The Hawks never really got back into two steals and Ryan Schraeder one
as it has in the past, but the Libby
the game after that and fell to the loss. point.
Loggers defeated the Thompson Falls
Coach Jake Mickelson will
JJ Davis added 17 points in supBlue Hawks 70-56 in Libby Saturday
take the Hawks to the Three Forks
port of Johnston’s 24 to lead Libby,
in the season opener for both boys
Invitational this week for another pair but no other Logger scored in double
teams.
of non-conference games, against Big figures.
The reason the game between
The Hawks were playing without
Timber Friday at 2:30 p.m., and verfar northwestern Montana foes is not
starting point guard Nathan Thiebault,
sus Gardiner at 11:30 a.m. Saturday.
Brianna Gray seven, Lizzy
quite as important as it once was is
who missed a practice or two during
Mickelson said the Hawks found
Fisher four, Stacy Gray two
the fact that Libby has moved back up some things to work on in the loss to
the Thanksgiving break visiting famiand Danielle Cannon two.
to Class A this school year after sevly. He is expected to be ready to play
Libby.
McKennzie Cannon
eral seasons at the Class B level.
“We felt we could have played
this week.
cleared 10 rebounds and
It was in Libby last year where
better, we saw some stuff we need
“That will help getting Nate
Brianna Gray and Sydney
the Hawks had one of their highlights to clean up,” he said. “But it is what
back,” Micklelson said. “It will be
Jackson seven each, besides
of the season, defeating the Loggers
it is. It was our first game and a
interesting to see how we do this
grabbing four seals apiece,
in the District 7B tournament semifinon-conference at that, we will move
week with our full lineup in Three
and Stacy Gray dished out
nals on the strength of a last second
forward from here.”
Forks.
six assists.
3-pointer from Falls junior Dylan
Returning all-conference center
Mickelson knows a little about
Jerilyn Dietz led
Beckman. The Loggers did not allow
Danny Hoisington led the Hawks in
what Big Timber and Gardiner bring
Lincoln with eight points
the Hawks to pull off another last-sec- the Loggers’ den with 27 points, 12
to the table. “Both teams can score
and Karissa Ninahuanca
ond miracle this time around.
rebounds and three steals, Michael
really well, they are very aggressive
and Tanea Reisch six
Led by Ryggs Johnston, who
Johnson scored nine points and
offensively,” he said. “We will have
apiece.
poured in 24 points during the game,
secured seven rebounds, Payton
to see how our defense responds to
The Heat had the
the Loggers rushed out to a lead of
Frields added eight points and three
the challenge.”
lead on Seeley in the
16-9 after one quarter and extended
assists, Beckman seven points and six
fourth quarter before the
Blackhawks came back to
win in Saturday’s game.
Sage Jackson scored
13 points (including three
3-pointers) to lead Hot
Springs in that game,
McKennzie Cannon scored
11 points and corralled nine by John Hamilton
38-31 Friday and Victor
Alex Currie and Ethan
win over Darby, Cory
rebounds, Sydney Jackson
You’ve heard of Henry
58-8 Saturday.
Hinrichsen six apiece and
Brodmerkle led the West
added eight points, Fisher
David Thoreau… how
Owen Fisher four.
Both Devil teams will
End girls with 14 points,
four, Danielle Cannon three about Bart Haflich Fournow play Troy in Troy
Conner Voll led Clark
Anna Kaiser scored 10,
and Brianna Gray two.
Oh?
Friday before returning
Fork with 14 points, Aaron
Delaney Weltz eight,
Stacy Gray and Sydney
“That’s ‘Noxon Red
to Noxon for their home
Waddle added 10 and
Phalyn Fickas five and
Jackson had two steals
Devils Four-Oh’,” Haflich,
openers against Clark Fork
Bryan Mask and Michael
Kristina Brown one.
apiece and Sydney added
the coach of the Noxon
Gracie Lang paced
(Idaho) Saturday.
Spence nine each.
another seven rebounds.
girls and boys teams said
“It will be nice to
Wood scored a careerDarby with 18 points.
Klair Kovatich and
in correcting the previfinally play a game in the
high 22 points to lead the
The win over Victor
Ashley Miller scored 10
ous statement after both
Saturday was never in
Devils’ Den,” Haflich said
Red Devil boys to the win
points each for Seeley,
his teams swept their
doubt as the Lady Devils
of Saturday’s upcoming
over Lincoln, Weltz added
Terra Bertsch added nine
two games at the Tip-Off
raced out to a 22-0 lead
tilts with Noxon’s neigh13, Brubaker seven, Currie
and Chloe Robbins seven.
Tournament in Frenchtown
after one quarter and never
bors from Idaho. “The
and Fisher six each and

Bart Haflich Four-Oh?

Both Red Devil hoop teams start out with wins

last weekend. “Both teams
did a lot of good things in
our games at Frenchtown.
We know there are tougher
games looming ahead, but
we are happy with how we
played last week.”
For the record, the
Red Devil boys scored a
62-51 win over Clark Fork
(Montana) Friday and a
61-52 victory over Lincoln
Saturday while the Lady
Red Devils beat Darby

fsbmsla.com

Picture your kids
with Santa!
Bring the kids to see Santa and get a free
photo with jolly old St. Nick.
If a picture with Santa is on your child’s wish list,
we’ve got a gift for you. Visit either the Plains or

kids know each other
pretty well, so it should be
fun games for everyone
involved.”
Both Devil teams were
involved in some winning
basketball last week.
For the boys, the win
over Clark Fork was hardearned as the Mountain
Cats and Devils were
tied at 25-25 at halftime.
Seizing control, Noxon won
the third quarter 19-12 and
the fourth 18-14 to move to
the victory.
Rylan Weltz scored 20
points to lead the Devils,
Logan Wood added 18,
Levi Brubaker eight,

Plains Branch - Dec. 5th - 3-6 pm
Thompson Falls - Dec. 13th - 14th - 3-6 pm
4896 Highway 200, Thompson Falls
(next to Beagles Espresso)

I QUIT SMOKING FOR
MY DAUGHTER.

www.QuitNowMontana.com

20% OFF SALE
Now through December 22

12”x12”
Reg. $35

NOW $28
16”x20”
Reg. $40

NOW $32

Send us your unique
photo or graphic, and
we’ll print it onto
museum-grade canvas
and gallery wrap it for
you on wood stretcher
bars.

18”x24”
Reg. $50

NOW $40
30”x40”
Reg. $95

NOW $76

Special Sizes Available By Request

Here for life.
DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK

First Security Bank, 510 West Railroad Street, Plains, MT. 826-2000
4896 Highway 200, Thompson Falls, MT. 827-7000

looked back.
Kaiser finished with 22
points to lead the Noxon
win, Weltz added 17,
Brodmerkle eight Brown
seven and Fickas four.

GALLERY CANVAS PRINTS

Thompson Falls location on the day/time listed below
and bring home a precious holiday memory.

Hinrichsen three.
Nathan Wood scored
a game-high 29 points
for Lincoln and Payton
Peterson chipped in with 16
more for the Lynx.
In the Lady Red Devils’

ledger@blackfoot.net • 827-3421 • 603 Main Street
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Ledger photo by John Hamilton

COMING RIGHT AT YOU - The Thompson Falls wrestling team has been utilizing the little dam bridge to break up the routine of workouts on Mondays. The entire team is pictured warming up for some sprinting later on this past Monday.

Young Lady Hawks Bowling Scores
fall to Loggers

Horsemen win big

Sponsored by

by John Hamilton
When you are a young
and inexperienced basketball team, there is only one
way to become a mature
and experienced team, and
that is to play together. And
the more the better.
Playing together through
a challenging game at Class
A Libby Friday, the Lady
Hawks may have lost 40-27
but coach Doree Thilmony
was impressed with how
her charges never stopped
battling.
“I am happy with how
we played,” she said. “We
had quite a few seniors we
lost from last year’s team
and we are kind of lacking
in experience. And the only
way you can get that experience is to go out and gain
it yourself.
“I was impressed with
how hungry and willing to
work hard the girls played
in Libby,” Thilmony added.
“They played unafraid and
will only get better if we
keep this up.”
Freshman Megan
Baxter led the Hawks in
Libby with six points, six
rebounds, two blocked

shots and two steals, fellow freshman Jody Detlaff
added five points and three
rebounds, sophomore Hope
Slater five points and three
assists, and senior Haley
Morgan scored five points
and cleared eight rebounds.
Sarah Detlaff and
Maya Stiles added three
points apiece, with Detlaff
securing a team-high eight
rebounds, while Stiles
added two steals and two
more rebounds.
Shannon Reny scored
13 points to lead Libby and
Alli Collins chipped in with
eight for the Lady Loggers.
The Lady Hawks will
play two games in the
Three Forks Tournament
this week, taking on Three
Forks at 4 p.m. Friday
and Gardiner at 10 a.m.
Saturday.
Thilmony says Three
forks finished third in the
State B tournament last
winter and return virtually
everyone from that team,
but that she doesn’t know
much about what Gardiner
will bring to the floor.

THOMPSON FALLS

Series: Nancy Fields, 742.

MONDAY NITE GALS
W		
L
Talk of the Town
28
20
Whitefish Credit Union
25
23
Dangerous Dames
24.5 23.5
Rock ‘n Bowl
23.5 24.5
Dolls with Balls
23
25
Rehbein Enterprises
20
28
Team Scr. Game: Whitefish Credit
Union, 435; Scr. Series: Rehbein
Enterprises, 1255; Hcp. Game: Dolls
with Balls, 649; Hcp. Series: Dolls
with Balls, 1856; Inv. Scr. Game: Koko
Herreid, 191; Scr. Series: Sandi Torres,
548; Hcp. Game: Koko Herreid, 256;
Hcp. Series: Koko Herreid, 655.

INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE
W		 L
Internet Kitchen		 27 17
Bernie’s Auto
25 19
Moore Oil
24.5 19.5
Team #1
21.5 22.5
First Security Bank		 19 25
Highlead		 15 29
Team Scr. Game: Bernie’s Auto, 697;
Scr. Series: Bernie’s Auto, 2041; Hcp.
Game: Internet Kitchen, 826; Hcp.
Series: Internet Kitchen, 2338; Inv.
Scr. Game: Ron Beaty, 201; Scr. Series:
Rick Hagedorn, 557; Hcp. Game:
Charles Gardner, 235; Hcp. Series: Rick
Hagedorn, 626.

BOWLING BEAUTIES
W
L
B & D Trucking
27 17
Realty Northwest
25 19
Mad Hatters
23 21
Gardner Ranch
22.5 21.5
Sunflower Gallery
18 26
Clay Pots
16.5 27.5
Team Scr. Game: Sunflower Gallery,
486; Scr. Series: Sunflower Gallery,
1275; Hcp. Game: Sunflower Gallery,
669; Hcp. Series: Mad Hatters, 1902;
Inv. Scr. Game: Ginger Ward, 176; Scr.
Series: Ginger Ward, 478; Hcp. Game:
Linda Parker, 233; Hcp. Series: Barb
Mendenhall, 660.

FRIDAY NITE LIGHTS		 W		
L
Hagedorn Land		 30 14
Faux Show Painting
22
22
Hi Ballers
21.5 22.5
Rimrock Lanes		 20 24
Lyght & Lyght
19.5 24.5
Doug’s Drug
16 28
Team Scr. Game: Hagedorn Land, 676;
Scr. Series: Hagedorn Land, 1887; Hcp.
Game: Hi Ballers, 877; Hcp. Series:
Hi Ballers, 2423; MEN’S Scr. Game:
Rick Hagedorn, 212; Scr. Series: Rick
Hagedorn, 558; Hcp. Game: Rick
Hagedorn, 240; Hcp. Series: Rick
Hagedorn, 642; WOMEN’S - Scr. Game:
Sandi Torres, 217; Scr. Series: Sandi
Torres, 597; Hcp. Game: Sandi Torres,
235; Hcp. Series: Sandi Torres, 651.

OVER THE HILL GANG W			 L
First Security Bank		 28		 16
Com’ Bak Kids
27.5 16.5
Joker’s Wild
23
21
Fun Team
19
25
Leftovers
18		 26
Mixed Nuts
16.5		 27.5
Team Scr. Game: Leftovers, 722; Hcp.
Game: Fun Team, 946; Scr. Series:
Leftovers, 1923; Hcp. Series: Fun Team,
2624; MEN’S - Scr. Game: Ron Beaty,
220; Hcp. Game: Dan Whittenburg,
250; Scr. Series: Ron Beaty, 637;
Hcp. Series: Dan Whittenburg, 665;
WOMEN’S - Scr. Game: Nancy Fields,
220; Hcp. Game: Nancy Fields, 285;
Scr. Series: Nancy Fields, 547; Hcp.

ADULT NO-TAP		W		L
Splitz n Gigglez		 12 4
Eight is Enough		 9		 7
R2 H2		 7		 9
Friends		 4 12
MEN’S Scr. Game: Rick Hagedorn, 300;
Scr. Series: Rick Hagedorn, 830; Hcp.
Game: John Torres, 311; Hcp. Series:
Rick Hagedorn, 830; WOMEN’S - Scr.
Game: Ginger Ward, 300; Scr. Series:
Sandi Torres, 801; Hcp. Game: Hanna
Byler, 400; Hcp. Series: Hanna Byler,
979.

Trotters drop 2 in Frenchtown
by John Hamilton
The District 14C
Plains Trotters dropped a
pair of games to two of the
best 13C teams last week in
the season-opening Tip-Off

Tournament in Frenchtown.
Coach Jessica Nagy
and her Trotters lost to
Drummond 45-40 Friday
and then fell to Clark Fork
52-28 Saturday. Now 0-2,

Nuverra has immediate openings for CDL
Class A truck drivers, roustabouts and
diesel mechanics.
To apply go to www.nuverra.com/careers
or contact the office at 701-842-3618.
1 6 0 8 M a i n S t r e e t E a s t • T h o m p s o n Fa l l s , M T 5 9 87 3

Family Dentistry
Roland Goertzen D.D.S.

the Trotters’ only game this
week is at Darby in another non-conference clash.
Darby is also 0-2 after losing to Noxon 38-31 and to
St. Regis 55-26 in their two
games at Frenchtown.
Plains led Drummond
31-25 heading into the
fourth quarter of that game
before the Lady Trojans
exploded for 20 while holding the Trotters to six in the
final eight minutes to walk
off with the win.
Plains had extremely
balanced scoring in that
game as Lindsay Laws,
Kara Altmiller and Jessica
Thompson each dropped
in eight points, Kassidy
Kinzie and AnaLisa Loberg
scored six apiece, and
Natalee Deschamps and
Rachel Huenink two each.
Morgan Radtke

threw in 19 points
for Drummond, Sofia
DeSantiago added 10, and
Sara Kielly and Donna
Seekell eight each.
A pressing Clark
Fork team took control
of Saturday’s game with
Plains by winning the
second quarter 23-11 to
take a 26-15 lead into
halftime. The Mountain
Cats, a co-operative of
players from Alberton and
Superior, put the game on
ice with a 12-3 win of the
fourth quarter.
Laws scored 17 points
to lead Plains, Thompson
added 10 and Huenink one.
Three players reached
double figure scoring for
Clark Fork as Madison
Mask netted 19 points,
Madison Lommen 14 and
Kenzie Mueller 12.

Internet plus TV

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE.
Call to schedule an appointment today!

827-4681

25
Mbps

High-Speed
Internet

Ask about
internet with
download speeds
of 25 Mbps!

Call Eagle Satellite!

HEALTHY MONTANA
KIDS PROVIDER

190 Channels

4999

$

plus taxes

with America’s Top 120

Requires credit qualification, 2-year commitment
with early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

(800) 386-7222
Offer ends 1/15/18. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

/mo.

by John Hamilton
Maybe the Plains
Horsemen will be all right
after all. And they just
might be better than all
right judging by the results
last week.
One year after building a 20-4 record behind
all-conference players Ryan
Ovitt, Alec Cole and Aaren
VonHeeder and with all
three of those players now
graduated and gone, the
Horsemen look like they
could be contenders again
after routing Drummond
62-36 Friday and Valley
Christian 51-23 Saturday in
the Tip-Off Tournament at
Frenchtown last weekend.
Now 2-0, coach Mike
Cole and his Horsemen
will ride into Darby Friday
to take on the 1-1 Tigers
in another non-conference
game. Darby split contests
in Frenchtown, defeating
Hot Springs 46-27 Friday
and losing to Philipsburg
51-47 Saturday.

Four Horsemen
reached double figure scoring against Drummond as
Kyle Weeks poured in 17
points, Tanner Ovitt 14, Jay
VonHeeder 12 and Derick
Curry 11. Orion Pry-Hyde
added four points and
Sinjin LaDeaux two.
Jonah Parke led
Drummond with 13 points
but no other Trojan player
was able to score more than
eight.
The issue was never in
doubt in Plains’ win over
Valley Christian as the
Horsemen galloped out to a
12-2 lead after one quarter
and extended the advantage
to 31-10 by halftime.
Weeks and Curry each
counted 12 points in that
win, Ovitt chipped in with
11, VonHeeder 10 and
LaDeaux six.
Casey Reimer scored
10 for Valley but no other
Eagle was able to score
more than five.

Savages lose 2
by John Hamilton
The Hot Springs Savage
Heat boys are not short on
desire, but they are a little
short on bodies.
Armed with a roster of
only six players, coach
Ricky DePoe and his latest
edition of the Savage Heat
dropped a pair of games
in the Tip-Off Tournament
at Frenchtown, falling
to Seeley-Swan 52-28
Friday and to Darby 46-27
Saturday.
DePoe and his band of
six will now not play again
until Dec. 14, when they
visit the Two Eagle River
Eagles in Pablo for both

teams’ District 14C conference opener.
Brandon Knudsen and
Tyler Carr scored 10 points
each and Luke Waterbury
eight in the game with
Seeley.
Keaton Johnson scored
12 points and Cameron
Haines 10 to lead the
Blackhawks.
Justin Salmi scored 13
points, Knudsen added nine
and Carr five in the loss to
Darby.
Dylan Parks scored 11
points to lead a balanced
Darby attack.
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Edible art on display in Plains
by Ed Moreth
Installing an air
conditioning unit on a
gingerbread house is
a bit unusual, unless
the builder is 11-yearold Teagan Saner, who
nabbed the Outstanding
Use of Decorations
Award at the Second
Annual Gingerbread
House Class at the Dog
Hill Bistro.
Nine children from
3-11 years old took
part in the competition
Saturday from 3:305 p.m. when they put
their creative talents
to build their grandest
gingerbread house,
even though most were
eating their construction
materials as they worked.
“The houses came out
awesome,” said Kathy
Logan, Dog Hill Bistro
owner and organizer of
the event. Logan went
from table to table giving
hints and encouraging
the little construction
workers, who spent a
little over an hour on
their houses before
“building inspectors”
Cliff Allred, Eric Meckler
and Steve Seilhymer
judged the houses.
Each child received a
special certificate and
a prize for their work.
Allred brought an angle
tool to the judging and
Seilhymer used a square
to check the gingerbread
house specs. Judges spent
about 20 minutes going
from house to house,
querying the kids on their

Photos by Ed Moreth

CHECKING THE DETAIL – Judge and “building inspector” Cliff Allred checks to make sure the gingerbread house of
Kendall Spurr is up to code. The other inspectors (from left) were Steve Seilhymer and Eric Meckler. Kendall was
given the Outstanding Doorknobs Certificate.

work.
The event was once
again co-sponsored by
Mountain West Clothing,
which donated the prizes,
and McGowan Grocery,
which donated the candy
for the houses, which
were about 12 inches tall,
nearly six inches long
and just over four inches
wide. The cost was $10,
which covered all the
materials. Logan made
the gingerbread prior to
the contest and the kids
had a large assortment of
candies to use for their
houses. Josiah Nestor,
3, won the Outstanding

HOUSE ATTACK – Lilly Riddle, 3, takes a quick bite out
of her gingerbread house at the Dog Hill Bistro. Lilly
won the Outstanding Chimney Award.

Use of Gumdrops. His
sister, Ginger, 5, took the

Outstanding Access For
Santa Award.

Logan said they went
with a different way to
make the walls and roof
stick together. Last year,
they used a mixture of
egg whites, sugar and
water, which took so
long to dry that some
of the houses collapsed.
This year they went
with melted sugar,
which adhered almost
immediately, said Logan,
whose husband Todd
helped deliver building
materials to the kids.
Leena and Ashlynn
Meckler, aka Elf 1 and
Elf 2, also helped hand
out candy and with the

heating of the sugar.
The kids had more
decorative yards this
year, according to Logan.
Cooper Spurr, 6, won the
Outstanding Shrubbery
Certificate and Taylor
Saner, 9, nabbed the
Outstanding Curb Appeal
Award. Kendall Spurr, 4,
nabbed the Outstanding
Doorknobs Certificate.
Jace Russell, 4, didn’t put
any doors on his house
and took the Outstanding
Secret Entrance Award.
His 6-year-old sister,
Emmy Russell, was
awarded the Outstanding
Shingles Certificate.
Lilly Riddle, 3, had the
Outstanding Chimney
Award.
All of the materials
were edible and nearly
all of the kids – and
some adults – sampled
the house parts during
construction. The houses
will be on display at
Mountain West Clothing
for a week.
“I think the kids were
really creative this year.
There were some really
great houses,” said
Logan, who plans to put
it on again next year.
She said the adults
were so interested in
helping their children at
last year’s gingerbread
event that she scheduled
one for adults only on
Saturday, Dec. 16, from
3:30-5:30 p.m. However,
people need to call Kathy
Logan at 826-3562 in
order for her to bake
enough gingerbread.

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Blackfoot provides local phone and broadband services in many Montana communities
at reasonable and affordable rates. A federal
program designed to promote “universal service” to all areas of the nation makes affordable
rates possible. Companies participating in this
program are required to advertise theses services on an annual basis. As a participant in the
universal service program, Blackfoot provides
access to single line phone service, emergency
services (911), directory assistance (411), operator services (0+), long distance limitation
services, as well as broadband internet access
services. For questions or to order new services
please call Blackfoot’s customer care team at
406-541-5000 or visit us at www.blackfoot.com
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30 and Dec. 7, 2017
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S SALE on
February 13, 2018, at 11:00 AM at the Main
Entrance to the Sanders County Courthouse located at 1111 W Main Street in Thompson Falls,
MT 59873, the following described real property situated in Sanders County, Montana:
A parcel of land located in a portion of Government Lot 1 in Section 26, and in a portion of
the SE1/4SE1/4 of Section 23, all in Township 24
North, Range 31 West, PMM, Sanders County,
Montana, further described as Lot 2 on Certificate of Survey No. 3151, on file in the office
of the Clerk and Recorder of Sanders County,
Montana.
Duane R Molitor and Teena S Molitor, as Grantors, conveyed said real property to Shalom
Rubanowitz, as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. solely as nominee for LoanDepot.
com, LLC, A Delaware Limited Liability Company, as Beneficiary, by Deed of Trust on January
14, 2014, and recorded on August 11, 2014 as
Book 1 Page 80822, Document No. 297639.
The beneficial interest is currently held by
loanDepot.com, LLC,.
First American Title
Company of Montana, Inc., a Montana Corporation , is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office
of the Clerk and Recorder of Sanders County,
Montana.
The beneficiary has declared a default in the
terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to make
the monthly payments beginning September
1, 2016, and each month subsequent, which
monthly installments would have been applied
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other charges against the property
or loan. The total amount due on this obligation as of October 1, 2017 is $208,121.06 principal, interest totaling $10,319.40 late charges
in the amount of $313.85, escrow advances
of $5,671.54, and other fees and expenses advanced of $3,980.23, plus accruing interest,
late charges, and other costs and fees that may
be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse
such amounts as may be required to preserve
and protect the property and for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent,
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the
Grantors. If such amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be added to
the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust.

Other expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s fees and
attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the sale
and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the
Trustee to sell the above described property to
satisfy the obligation.

FINCH & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICE, PLLC
Michelle R. Finch, ISB NO. 3382, MSB No. 4002
380 E. Parkcenter Blvd. Suite 200
Boise, Idaho 83701-1296
Telephone: (208) 385-0800
mfinch@familylegalsolutions.com
Attorneys for Personal Representative

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee,
may bid at the sale. The bid price must be paid
immediately upon the close of bidding in cash
or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by Trustee’s Deed without
any representation or warranty, including warranty of Title, express or implied, as the sale is
made strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale is being made subject
to all existing conditions, if any, of lead paint,
mold or other environmental or health hazards.
The sale purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 10th day following
the sale.

MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of JO ANN JOHNSON, Deceased. Case No. DP-15-04 NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

The grantor, successor in interest to the grantor
or any other person having an interest in the
property, at any time prior to the trustee’s sale,
may pay to the beneficiary or the successor in
interest to the beneficiary the entire amount
then due under the deed of trust and the obligation secured thereby (including costs and
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s fees)
other than such portion of the principal as
would not then be due had no default occurred
and thereby cure the default.

DATED this 27th day of December, 2017.
c/o Michelle R. Finch,
FINCH & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICE PLLC
380 E. Parkcenter Blvd., Ste. 200
Boise, Idaho 83706

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed
by public proclamation up to 15 days for any
reason, and in the event of a bankruptcy filing,
the sale may be postponed by the trustee for
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least
every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: October 13, 2017.
Kailtin Ann Gotch
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company of Montana, Inc.,
a Montana Corporation
Successor Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221
STATE OF Idaho)
) ss.
County of Bingham)
On this 13th day of October, 2017, before me,
a notary public in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Kaitlin Ann Gotch,
know to me to be the Assistant Secretary of
First American Title Company of Montana, Inc.,
a Montana Corporation , Successor Trustee,
known to me to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same.
Rae Albert
Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 09/06/2022

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sandra Ann Kock
has been appointed personal representative of
the above-named decedent. All persons having claims against the decedent or his estate
are required to present their claims within four
(4) months after the date of the first publication of this notice or said claims will be forever
barred. Claims must either be presented to the
undersigned at the address indicated, or filed
with the Clerk of the Court.

Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FINCH & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICE, PLLC
Michelle R. Finch, ISB NO. 3382, MSB No. 4002
380 E. Parkcenter Blvd. Suite 200
Boise, Idaho 83701-1296
Telephone: (208) 385-0800
mfinch@familylegalsolutions.com
Attorneys for Personal Representative
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of RICHARD D. JOHNSON, Deceased. Case No. DP-15-03 NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sandra Ann Kock
has been appointed personal representative of
the above-named decedent. All persons having claims against the decedent or his estate
are required to present their claims within four
(4) months after the date of the first publication of this notice or said claims will be forever
barred. Claims must either be presented to the
undersigned at the address indicated, or filed
with the Clerk of the Court.
DATED this 27th day of November, 2017.
c/o Michelle R. Finch,
FINCH & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICE PLLC
380 E. Parkcenter Blvd., Ste. 200
Boise, Idaho 83706
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Published in the Sanders County Ledger
November 23 and 30 and December 7, 2017

Sanders County is now reviewing a request for
a floodplain development permit in the 100
year floodplain of the Cabinet Gorge Reservoir.
The project is for placement of a dock in the
floodplain, located at 27 Black Bear Lane, Section 32, T.27N., R.33W.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Any person with questions, wanting further

information or wishing to submit comments
about this project, please contact the Sanders
County Floodplain Administrator at the Land
Services Department in the County Courthouse, PO Box 519, 1111 Main Street Thompson Falls, MT 59873, Phone 827-6965 or kmaudrone@co.sanders.mt.us. Comments must be
received by December 22, 2017.
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 2017
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Sanders County is now reviewing a request for
a floodplain development permit in the 100
year floodplain of the Noxon Reservoir. The
project is for placement of a dock in the floodplain, located at 6 Sunset Vista, Section 16,
T.24N., R.31W.

Any person with questions, wanting further
information or wishing to submit comments
about this project, please contact the Sanders
County Floodplain Administrator at the Land
Services Department in the County Courthouse, PO Box 519, 1111 Main Street Thompson Falls, MT 59873, Phone 827-6965 or kmaudrone@co.sanders.mt.us. Comments must be
received by December 22, 2017.
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 2017
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Application for Air Quality Major
Open Burning Permit (pursuant to Section
75-2-211, MCA, and ARM Title 17, Chapter 8,
Subchapter 6, Open Burning), The U.S. Forest
Service, (USFS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
National Park Service – Glacier National Park
(GNP), Montana Department of Natural Resources (DNRC), Pyramid Mountain Lumber,
Stimson Lumber, Weyerhaeuser Timber Company, F.H. Stoltze Land and Lumber Company,
Sun Mountain Lumber, and R-Y Timber, Inc. has
filled or will file on or about December 1, 2017
an application for a major open burning permit
from the Air, Energy & MIning Division of the
Montana Department of Environmental Quality (Department). Applicant(s) seeks approval
of its/their application to open burn: Tree slash,
wood waste, natural grass, leaves to be burned
at All counties throughout the state.
Any member of the public with questions or
who wishes to receive notice of the Department’s determination, and the location where
a copy of the application and the Department’s
analysis of it can be reviewed, or to submit
comments on the application, must contact
the Department at 1520 East Sixth Ave., P.O.
Box 200901, Helena, Montana 59620-0901,
phone (406) 444-3490.
Any comments on the application must be submitted to the Department within 20 days after
publication of this notice or filing of the application, whichever is later. The Department’s
decision to approve or deny an application for
a major open burning permit may be reviewed
by the Board of Environmental Review (Board)
according to the following procedure:
When the Department approves or denies the
application for a major open burning permit
under this section, a person who is jointly or
severally adversely affected by the Department’s decision may request, within 15 days after the Department renders its decision, upon
Please turn to page 15
MNAXLP
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BUSINESS SERVICES

ATTORNEY

Timothy G. Goen
Attorney at Law

108 S. Madison

P.O. Box 2317
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

(406) 827-7500

nwmtlaw@blackfoot.net

CARPENTRY

Yoder
Craft

All Phases Remodeling
Finish Carpentry
Porches • Decks
Additions
Licensed & Insured

406-546-0664

Serving Sanders County

AIR COND./HEATING

ANIMAL FEEDS

Clark Fork
Heating
& Air
Conditioning

Need Livestock Feed?
WE HAVE IT!

Sales
& Service
406-529-3012
CARPET CLEANING

Carpet Cleaning
Fire/Water
Restoration
Mold Remediation
Tile & Grout
Cleaning
Casey Helvey
406-546-3650

Cracked
Ground
Whole

Dixon
Feeds
Top Quality Ingredients &
Good Prices
Custom Mix or Standard
246-3272
10827 Hwy. 200 • Dixon, MT

AUCTION SERVICE

FARM
RANCH
ESTATE

kevinhillauctions.com

Lundgren
Chiropractic

827-4443
DOUG DUFFIELD, OWNER
THOMPSON FALLS

Tom Wagler
(406) 827-8667
Cell (406) 360-2396
cabmtwood@icloud.com

Kevin Hill
531-7927

captain
carpet
Rx20 TRUCK
MOUNT SYSTEM

LLC

Custom Kitchen
and
Bath Cabinets

Providing
Auctioneering
Services
Since 1984

CHIROPRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

CABINET
MOUNTAIN
WOODWORKS

AUCTIONS

CARPET CLEANING

Carpet & Upholstery
Tile Cleaning
Fire & Flood Restoration

CABINETS

CONSTRUCTION

BEACHY

CONSTRUCTION

& Wellness Clinic
Gentle Activator
Chiropractic Technique for all
Spinal & Joint Related Problems
Nutritional Conseling &
Support for Most Health Problems
Weight Loss/
Detoxification Programs

New Homes • Garages
Additions
Quality You Can Trust!

Accepting Medicare • Workers Comp
VA • Healthy MT Kids (and Plus)
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Insurance
Auto Accident & Major Credit Cards

546-1095

827-5500 for appointment
2410 Main St. E. - T. Falls

BeachyConstruction.com
Thompson Falls, MT

DRY CLEANING

FENCING

Dry
Cleaning

Cascade
Fencing

Drop Off & Pickup at

The Ledger

FARM & RANCH
FENCING

In by Wednesday
morning back the next Wednesday!

• Barbed Wire
• Horse Fence
• Feild Fence
• High-tensile
• Post Driving

603 Main
Thompson Falls
827-3421
FLOORING

OPTOMETRIST

THOMPSON FALLS
FLOORING

Dr. Wm E. Shull
Optometrist

Carpet - Tile
Vinyl - Laminate Flooring
SALES & SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

Dennis Wilhelmsen

406-827-4092

Cell: 406-260-0339

(406) 320-2225

826-3761
Plains
SIGNS

The Signworks
At The Ledger
603 Main • 827-3421
Thompson Falls

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

Green Way
Sprinklers
The Path to a
Greener Lawn

Design & Install
Underground Sprinklers
& Drip Systems
Maintenance & Repair
Irrigation Blowouts
Cory Freeman
827-9686
Cell: 370-3080

In county - $38
In Montana - $52
Out of State - $53
Snowbird-$45.50

Licensed & Insured

TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE

827-TIRE (8473)
Tire service for passenger,
commercial, farming & rec.
Automotive services:
Oil change, lube, shocks,
brakes, battery, etc.
Custom hydraulic hoses
M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. by Appt.
4879 Hwy. 200 - Thompson Falls

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
PAY CASH & SAVE! $4 a week for the first 35 words when
payment accompanies ad. Each additional word, 15 cents
per word. $5 a week for the first 35 words when billed
to an account. Each additional word, 15 cents per word.
BUY 3, GET 2 FREE! Schedule an ad for 3 weeks,
get the fourth and fifth weeks free!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS 10 A.M. TUESDAY.

Across
1. Hair goops
5. River to the Rio
Grande
10. Christian name
14. ___ vera
15. Appeared
16. Halftime lead,
e.g.
17. Procrastinate
19. “Buona ___”
(Italian greeting)
20. Queen, maybe
21. Anoint
22. Cheapskate
23. Convened
24. No longer in
26. Guessed
30. Sideways
34. Aerial maneuver
35. 50 Cent piece
37. Dress down
38. Bid
40. Dracula, at times
42. Hairdresser’s
locale
43. More favorable
for all
45. ___ de deux
47. Be inclined
48. Treaded
50. Looks over
52. “Belling the Cat”
author
54. Order between
“ready” and “fire”
55. Tangle
58. Boorish
60. “We’ve been
___!”
63. Coil
64. Early name for
nuclear reactor
66. Buddy
67. Shaped like a
hemisphere
68. Length x width,
for a rectangle
69. “Don’t bet ___!”
(2 wds)
70. Go on and on
71. Freshman,
probably
Down
1. Apple variety

2. Brio
3. At sea
4. Undertake, with
“out”
5. Bob Ross, for
example
6. Coastal raptor
7. Possibly
8. Bony
9. “Comprende?”
10. Something
wanted or needed
11. Bad day for
Caesar

12. Shrek, e.g.
13. Back
18. “Yes, ___”
22. Allots, with “out”
23. Grocery store
25. Bar bill
26. High up
27. As yet
28. Balkan capital
29. Apply gently
31. Rattling sound
from congestion of
lungs
32. Agreeing (with)

33. Advances
36. Drivel
39. Drive away
41. Bug
44. ___ gestae
46. Shore, esp. a
resort area
49. Treat
51. Reduced
instruction set
computer (acronym)
53. Spot broadcast,
often
55. Jerk

56. Indian bread
57. The “A” of ABM
59. Call from the
flock
60. Bring on
61. On the safe side,
at sea
62. Campus bigwig
64. Make sense, with
“up”
65. Congratulations,
of a sort
Solution at scledger.net

SPONSORED BY

Sharon
Sorlie

Sales Associate

Realty Northwest
406-546-5030

MLS#21711380

REDUCED $299,000

Older 4 bedroom/1 bath log home on 25.95 Acres bordering Prospect Creek and Lolo
National Forest! Has a spring fed stream that runs through this property, an updated septic
system, a hand dug well and a drilled well and beautiful mountain and valley views! The
home needs an energetic handyman but the property is absolutely beautiful!
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REAL ESTATE

BUSINESS
SERVICES

HELP
WANTED

LEWIS AND CLARK MOUNTAIN STORE Gifts, Huckleberry Candles, Elk Jerky,
Games, Freeze Dried Foods,
Local Honey, Ammo, Firewood Bundles, Camping
Supplies. *Free Gift Wrapping on in Store Purchases*
Open 10-5 Monday-Saturday and Christmas Eve.
7671 Hwy 200 Plains, Montana. 406-826-4590 3/21*

TRL IS SEEKING A BOILER/
KILN OPERATOR with a
“hands on” approach. This
person will need to be team
oriented, able to operate the
boilers and kilns in and efficient and safe manner. Must
have a minimum of Montana Class 2 Boiler License.
This facility runs 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year, requiring a rotating day/night
work schedule utilizing 7
on and 7 off. Call Curt at
406-546-6237 or pick up an
application at the TRL main
office.
4/7

BUSINESS
SERVICES

4 Kids Mini Storage.
Now
open
in
T.
Falls. Lighted units.
Monthly rate 10x20,
$55. 10x10, $35. 8263656.
52/6.27.18*
PLAINS PHYSICAL THERAPY:
Emily Herndon, DPT. Mon.,
Wed., Fri. by appointment.
12 Montana Hwy 28., Plains,
MT. 826-4383.
tf
T. Falls Mini Storage
& Levi Thrift Store.
Storage units avail., 10
diff. sizes to choose from.
Next to Harvest Foods.
On-site security. 8274803.
tf
STYGER’S SMALL ENGINE
REPAIR Lawn mowers (no
riders), chain saws, tillers,
snow blowers. 827-7673. tf

Bennett Homes & Realty
223 Main Street, Thompson Falls

224 N. Madison Street $179,000
Cute little starter home in town,
large yard, 2 car garage
COMING SOON… 2 bedroom, 1 bath
home in Thompson Falls. Call for details

MISC.

271 Cherry Creek $449,000
Home with Clark Fork River frontage,
large shop, 2900+ sq. ft
CALL DAVE OR KAT AT 827-4663 OR
YOUR REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL
FOR MORE DETAILS

FOR SALE: Beautiful buckskin doug fir, by the cord.
847-2407
5/4
HARD TO FIND, ONE OF
A KIND, collectibles, vintage, and antiques. Swing
in Tuesday to Sunday. The
Grainery Gallery, 602 S.
Central Ave., Plains, MT.
5/28*
FOR SALE: Excellent grass
hay, fertilized & irrigated,
small square bales, 8472407.
5/4*
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA,
12-3pm Sat., Dec. 9, Conoco in T. Falls, $5. Sponsored
by Sanders County Dog
Training Club.
1/7
FOR SALE: 10 cords firewood, all or part, $150/
cord. 406-214-2693. 5/4*
ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
888-607-2000.
www.aa-montana.org. tf
GLACIAL LAKE MISSOULA
in Sanders County BY AIR
2018 calendars now for
sale (great gift idea) $20.
Buy them in THOMPSON
FALLS at Doug’s True Value or Bennett Realty; In
TROUT CREEK at Lakeside
Gift Shop; In PLAINS at
Ripples Ice Cream Parlor
or the Printery. Or ONLINE
at thompsonfalls.com. Call
Dave with any questions.
(406)544-4641.
tf

Flat Iron Mini Storage, 3
sizes available. 827-4585.
52/7/31/18*
DON’T GET SNOWED IN
Snow plow/removal service in Sanders County.
Call for estimates. 406-2420306.
5/28*

6 STEEL BELTED RADIAL STUDDED TIRES LT
235/85 R16, not on rims,
$500 OBO. 406-8271827 or 406-827-1828.
5/4

COLOR COPIES
at The Ledger
As low as 29¢ each!

Homes & Commercial

723 Southwood Court $219,000
Beautiful Home in town, near
high school, motivated sellers

PETS
CATAHOULA AUSSIE PUPS
FOR SALE Louisiana Catahoula Australian Shepherd
pups born October 30,
2017 are ready. 1 male Merle Colored and 3 females:
a black, a black and tan,
a merle. Call Terry at 406370-8839 and visit www.
pittsquarterhorses.com for
pictures.
2/14*
CAT HUNTING AND HORN
PUPS Louisiana Catahoula
Cur Stephen Cur pups born
Oct. 20, 2017 ready to go.
6 males and 2 females.
3 males are tan rest are
brown. Call Terry at 406370-8839 and visit website
pittsquarterhorses.com for
pictures.
2/14*

HEAVY
EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: Tractors, pickups,
trucks, trailers, wheels, tires,
farm machinery, parts,
tractor chains, snow plow.
Open by appointment, call
6-9 pm only, 1-406-8274226. Thank you.
5/28

MANLEY

MINI
STORAGE
Prospect Creek
4 Sizes
406-827-4695

#21710250
Reduced!
Commercial 1/2, apartment
other 1/2 on .5 acre, hwy
200, Trout Creek. $139K

#21703625 Super good
cents, 4 bd, 3 ba home just
out of Plains with huge views
of the valley & river. Nice
deck & patio area with 2 car
garage on 1.7 acres. $229K

CAMPERS
& RVs
FOR SALE: 2016 Keystone
Hideout, 24ft bumper
pull camper. Sleeps up
to six with Queen, bunks
and table conversion.
$15,799, Call: 871-7706.
2/7

Please visit our website www.realty-northwest.com

1013 Main Street Thompson Falls, MT 406.827.9827

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
Affordable
Apartments!
Head, spouse or
co-head of family
must be elderly (62+)
or physically disabled.
Rent assistance for those
who qualify. No Section
8
voucher
needed.
Electricity, water, sewer,
trash pickup included in
the rent. Air Conditioner
in each apartment, cable
TV and DISH network
Satellite TV avail. or free
antenna
connection.
Beautiful
location,
across from Power Park.
Convenient location, next
to medical clinic and near
post office. Thompson
Falls Lions Manor, 406827-3115. TTY 711
MONTANA
RELAY
800-253-4091
email:
lionsmanor@blackfoot.ne
t
tf

Ad Deadline
10 am Tuesday

#21711380 4 bd, 2 ba
log home on 25.95 acres
with
Prospect
Creek
running through. $299K

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Real Estate– Northwest
Montana – Company owned.
Small and large acre parcels.
Private. Trees and meadows.
National Forest boundaries.
Tungstenholdings.com (406)
293-3714
Northwest
Community
Health Center (NWCHC) is
looking add a team-oriented
Registered Dental Hygienist
(RDH) to its dental department. Applicant must have a
current Montana Licensure.
Full Job Description and to
Apply http://northwestchc.
org/jobs/
Nuverra is hiring for CDL
Class A Truck Drivers. Drivers can earn a $1500 sign
on bonus. To apply call (701)

842-3618, or go online to
www.nuverra.com/careers .
Nuverra environmental solutions is an equal opportunity
employer.
SCOBEY is accepting applications for Chief of Police.
Starting salary DOE. Contact
City of Scobey at (406) 4875581 for full description,
benefits and application.
For Sale two 2012 16 x 80
mobile homes in great condition $43,900 each delivered and set up within 150
miles of Billings (406) 2594663
HAY FOR SALE: Shredded
corn stalk bales, round or
3’x4’x8’ squares, approximately 1250 pound average.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
GREAT VIEW OF THE RIVER
in T. Falls. 2 BD, 2 BA apt.
with W/D. No pets, no
smoking. Covered parking
w/outside storage. Great
for a retired couple. $580/
mo., 1st, last & $300 security. Available 12/1. 546-2557
nights & weekends.
tf

MOBILE
RV PAD AT T. FALLS GUN
RANGE 30 amp, H2O &
sewer, $250/mo. Cliff, 8279889.
5/28*
FOR RENT: Spacious RV lot,
convenient location, 8275237.
5/7

Also grass squares. Can deliver. (701) 269-3413
DISH Network Satellite Television Service. Now Over 190
channels for ONLY $49.99/
month! FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD.
Add Internet for $14.95 a
month. 1-800-851-5597
G and J Enterprises, Mobility
Experts. Handicap accessible
vans. Stair lifts. We service
what we sale. Full inventory
seen at gandjenterprises.
com (406) 248-5767
TIMED ONLINE AUCTION.
Restaurant & Food Service
Eqt. 1st Annual Warehouse
Clearance. J & V Restaurant
Supply 1420 Broadwater, Billings. ENDS: DEC 11
230PM. BID NOW AT MBAUCTION.COM
Win $4,000 in cash and prizes! Enter to win. Take our survey at www.pulsepoll.com
and tell us about your household shopping plans and
media usage. Your input will
help us improve the paper
and get the advertising specials you want. Thank you!

PUBLIC NOTICES
affidavit setting forth the grounds therefor, a
hearing before the Board. A hearing shall be
held under the provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedures Act.
The Department’s decision on the application
is not final unless 15 days have elapsed and
there is no request for a hearing under this section. The filing of a request for a hearing postpones the effective date of the Department’s
decision until the conclusion of the hearing
and issuance of a final decision by the Board.
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 2017
INVITATION TO BID
The Montana Department of Natural Resources
and Conservation Sheep Gap Fire Salvage Timber Permit INVITATION TO BID
The Plains Unit, of the Montana Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation, is offering
sawtimber for bid. Location of the permit area
is approximately 5 air miles west of Plains, MT,
on Section 22, T20N, R27W. An estimated 960
tons (155 MBF) of sawtimber is offered for sale
to the highest bidder. Sealed bids will be accepted at the Plains Office until 2:00 P.M., Thursday, December 21, 2017. Bids will be opened
and the award made at the Plains Office at that
time.
Permit Prospectus, Bid Forms, and other pertinent information regarding terms and requirements of the purchaser, are only available at
the Plains Unit Office. Please contact;
Jeff Hansen
Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation
P.O. Box 219
Plains, Montana 59859
telephone (406) 826-4725
email jhansen@mt.gov
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7 and 14, 2017
SUMMONS
Tyler G. Moss
Matthew H. O’Neill
O’NEILL LAW OFFICE, PLLC
402 First Street East, Suite 201
P. O. Box 699
Polson, MT 59860
Telephone:
(406) 883-5444
Facsimile:
(406) 883-1585
tyler@polsonlaw.com
matt@polsonlaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
THOMAS GRAY, Plaintiff, vs. HEIDI M. GEIL, Defendant. CAUSE No. DV-17-105 Hon. James A.
Manley SUMMONS
TO: HEIDI M. GEIL
A lawsuit has been filed against you.
Within 21 days after service of this summons on
you, you must serve on the plaintiff an answer
to the attached complaint or a motion under
Rule 12 of the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure.
Do not include the day you were served in your
calculation of time. The answer or motion must
be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
if plaintiff is represented by an attorney, whose
name and address are listed above.
If you fail to respond, judgment by default will
be entered against you for the relief demanded
in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with
the court.

GIVEN under my hand this 26th day of October
2017.
20th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
CANDACE FISHER, CLERK OF COURT
BY:/s/STEPHANIE MOLZHON, DEPUTY
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017
SUMMONS
Tyler G. Moss
Matthew H. O’Neill
O’NEILL LAW OFFICE, PLLC
402 First Street East, Suite 201
P. O. Box 699
Polson, MT 59860
Telephone:
(406) 883-5444
Facsimile:
(406) 883-1585
tyler@polsonlaw.com
matt@polsonlaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY THOMAS GRAY,
Plaintiff, vs. CLAUDE P. ROBINSON, JR., AND
DENISE MARIE BOGGS, Defendants. CAUSE No.
DV-17-106 Hon. D. Kim Christopher SUMMONS
TO: CLAUDE P. ROBINSON, JR.
A lawsuit has been filed against you.
Within 21 days after service of this summons on
you, you must serve on the plaintiffs an answer
to the attached complaint or a motion under
Rule 12 of the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure.
Do not include the day you were served in your
calculation of time. The answer or motion must
be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
if plaintiff is represented by an attorney, whose
name and address are listed above.
If you fail to respond, judgment by default will
be entered against you for the relief demanded
in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with
the court.
GIVEN under my hand this 26th day of October
2017.
20th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
CANDACE FISHER, CLERK OF COURT
BY:/s/TRISAN FRANCK, DEPUTY
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017

name and address are listed above.
If you fail to respond, judgment by default will
be entered against you for the relief demanded
in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with
the court.
GIVEN under my hand this 26th day of October
2017.
20th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
CANDACE FISHER, CLERK OF COURT
BY:/s/TRISAN FRANCK, DEPUTY
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
David B. Gallik
Attorney at Law
1124 Billings Avenue
Helena. MT 59601
(406) 443-0009
Fax (406) 443-0609
dave@galliklaw.com
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, COUNTY OF LEWIS AND CLARK
In the Matter of the Estate of Janet Faith Shining, Deceased. Case No. ADP-2017-195 NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed personal representative of
the above-named estate. All persons having
claims against the said deceased are required
to present their claims within four months after the date of the first publication of this notice or said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must be mailed to David Shining, the
Personal Representative, return receipt requested, at c/0 17715 E. Cowley, Spokane Valley, Washington 99016 or filed with the Clerk of
the above entitled Court.

DATED this 6th day of November, 2017
By: /s/ David Shining
David Shining
Personal Representative
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

J. Tiffin Hall
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 2109, Eureka, MT, 59917
telephone: (406) 297-7026
facsimile: (406) 297-7027
Attorney for Personal Representative Carole C.
Thorell

MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of Frank E. Coupal,
Deceased. Case No. DP-17-48 NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed personal representative of
the above-named estate. All persons having
claims against the said deceased are required
to present their claims within four months after the date of the first publication of this notice or said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must be mailed to Carole C. Thorell,
the Personal Representative, return receipt requested, c/0 J. Tiffin Hall, Attorney at Law, P.O.
Box 2109, Eureka, Montana, 59917, and filed
with the Clerk of the above Court.
DATED this 29th day of November, 2017
Personal Representative
By: /s/ Carole C. Thorell
Carol C. Thorell
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7, 14 and 21, 2017

PUBLIC INVITATION FOR ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY
Under provisions of the CDBG program, Sanders County publicly invites response from owners
with real property located in the CDBG project area (shown on the map below) who desire to sell
their property to Sanders County for the purpose of installing a Level III Treatment with Drainfield Disposal in the community of Paradise. Interested property owners with land appropriate
for this use should contact Collette Anderson at Great West Engineering at PO Box 4817, Helena,
MT 59604 or 406-495-6164 on or before December 21, 2017.

SUMMONS
Tyler G. Moss
Matthew H. O’Neill
O’NEILL LAW OFFICE, PLLC
402 First Street East, Suite 201
P. O. Box 699
Polson, MT 59860
Telephone:
(406) 883-5444
Facsimile:
(406) 883-1585
tyler@polsonlaw.com
matt@polsonlaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
MONTANA TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, SANDERS COUNTY
THOMAS GRAY, Plaintiff, vs. CLAUDE P. ROBINSON, JR., AND DENISE MARIE BOGGS, Defendants. CAUSE No. DV-17-106 Hon. D. Kim Christopher SUMMONS
TO:

DENISE MARIE BOGGS

A lawsuit has been filed against you.
Within 21 days after service of this summons on
you, you must serve on the plaintiffs an answer
to the attached complaint or a motion under
Rule 12 of the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure.
Do not include the day you were served in your
calculation of time. The answer or motion must
be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
if plaintiff is represented by an attorney, whose

Offers to sell under this invitation for acquisition must be on a voluntary basis. If a mutually satisfactory agreement cannot be reached between Sanders County and seller, Sanders County will
not acquire the offered property. Only land appropriate for the project will be considered.
Published in the Sanders County Ledger
December 7 and 14, 2017
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EMT
Continued from page 9

does not require students
to join. If you are interested in working with the
ambulance, these classes
would be helpful in obtaining a position, as well as
just being prepared for
any emergency situation.
Ambulance member Teri
Burt also stated that taking
the class is not a guarantee
to be accepted into the service either.
Heron, Noxon and Trout
Creek are serviced by the
“Community Ambulance

Service of Western Sanders
County, Inc.,” which is the
official name of the organization. Ambulance assistants have been servicing
these remote areas since
1971, and are currently
aided by 12 volunteer medical attendants and drivers,
and three officers.
For more information
on the courses or Noxon
ambulance in general,
please contact any of the
following members: Dan
Bledsoe (847-1948), Dan
Jones (847-3333), Carolyn
Carter (847-0500), Teri
Burt (827-4738) or Teri
Wilkinson (847-5514).

FWP conducts gill net survey
by Shana Neesvig
Every October Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks
(FWP) conducts surveys
to determine what species,
and quantities are present
in the Cabinet Gorge and
Noxon and Thompson
Falls reservoirs. This fall
gill nets were set, different
species were caught, and
FWP as given a general
idea of what is going on in
our waters.
Ryan Kreiner, FWP,
stated that information
gathered “does not
represent a population
estimate, but rather a
way to look at species
trends over time.”
Population estimates are
not achievable because
some species, such as
“largemouth bass are not
effectively sampled by the
gill nets and biologists rely
on data collected at bass
tournaments to gauge that

fishery.”
“Additionally, hundreds
of trout are caught at
the Thompson Falls fish
ladder annually, but trout
species are not regularly
caught in gill nets due
to the locations and time
of year for gill netting,”
Kreiner continued.
Kreiner shared
highpoints of what was
found this year.
Noxon Reservoir
Walleye set an all-time
high record with 51
caught. Of those, roughly
70 percent were less
than 16 inches long,
representing an age of 2
years. Kreiner stated this
could be a result from
a “strong year-class”
developing from the lowwater year in 2015.
Pike and smallmouth
bass in Noxon Reservoir
numbers declined this
year. Two years ago

record highs were recorded
for these species.
Average sizes
of largemouth and
smallmouth bass have
increased based off bass
tournament records,
there is an increase
in the quantity of fish
greater than 15 inches in
comparison to previous
years.
Not all species are
thriving; the native
minnow and sucker
species have dramatically
declined over the past
17 years according to
collected data. And, for
the first time ever, no
peamouth were captured
in the Cabinet Gorge
Reservoir. Kreiner stated
that this is due to the
increase in non-native
predators such as pike and
walleye.
The most commonly
captured species are

yellow perch and
pumpkinseed. Perch and
pumpkinseed spawn and
rear in habitats such as
weed-beds, giving them
added protection from
predators. These species
will serve as the main
forage group with the
disappearance of native
forage species.
“Reproductive success
of many of these typically
warm-water species
varies with environmental
conditions, and as a result
year-class strength will
vary. The fishery may
continue to function if
no one species becomes
too abundant. Harvest
of walleye and pike
stemming from overabundant year-classes
will actually assist with
maintaining a quality
fishery,” Kreiner said,
summing up his 2017 gill
net survey.

Photo by Ed Moreth

PENCIL ART –
Don Stamm
(left) and Les
Carpenter look
over pencil
prints of the
late Duke
Nielsen at the
Do Your Bidding
Over a Baked
Potato Dinner
fundraiser at
the Paradise
Center. Nielsen’s
art was among
54 different
pieces of artwork
donated by
Sanders County
artists for the
event Saturday
evening.

JOLLY OL’ ELF – Freshmen Dustee Hayes (left) and
Danielle Castonway work together at Gambles making
a Santa Claus as part of Plains High School’s annual
Christmas window painting project.

Windows
Continued from page 9

“I thought it would be
fun, especially because
everyone would get to
see the paintings,” said
sophomore Justice Olmos,
a first-time window painter
at the post office. Lindsay
Laws said it got her more
in the Christmas spirit, until
she spilled green paint on
the floor of Mountain West
Clothing. The students
used a tempera paint with
liquid dish soap, a “secret
ingredient,” said Cole, and
the art work washes off

easily after the holidays.
The work might be fun
for the students, but they
are graded, said Cole, who
allows the students to grade
their own work as well.
“I am always in awe of
the wonderful comments
I receive from business
owners and the public in
general,” said Cole, who
believes this annual project
is unique to Plains and she
appreciates the support
from the businesses. “It’s
wonderful to see the joy it
brings the artist as well as
the viewer,” said Cole. “I’m
proud of these students for
giving this a try.”

GALLERY CANVAS PRINTS

CUSTOM MUGS!

20%
OFF
Put your image
or SALE

Now through December 22
company
logo
12”x12”
Send us your unique
on aphoto
mug
for 18”x24”
Reg. $50
or graphic, and
Reg. $35
we’ll print it onto
NOW $40
NOW
a $28
great
museum-grade canvas
30”x40”
16”x20” and gallery wrap it for
Reg. $95
Reg.
$40
holiday
gift.
you on wood
stretcher
NOW $76
NOW $32 bars.
Fast service!
Special Sizes Available By Request

603 Main Street, Thompson Falls 827-3421

ledger@blackfoot.net • 827-3421 • 603 Main Street

Photo by Ed Moreth

Fundraiser
Continued from page 9

Harter, who also donated
a 4 ½-foot long piece of
wood with a duck scene
on it. The smallest piece
was a ceramic polar bear
by Barbara Mullins of
Noxon.
“We were very pleased
with the number of people
who attended, with the
generosity of artists who
donated their work and
with local businesses
who contributed.
Everyone seemed to

enjoy themselves,” said
Thorson, who donated
glass artwork for the
silent auction. Pianist
Rudi Boukal of Thompson
Falls provided live music
during the event. Earlier
this year, Boukal, a board
member of the Sanders
County Arts Council, built
wooden easels for the
Paradise Center.
Thorson said the event
raised enough money
for the arts council to
purchase a ceramic kiln
that will be used at the
Paradise Center, formerly
Paradise Elementary

School, which is
operated by the Paradise
Elementary School
Preservation Committee,
a separate nonprofit entity
that works with the arts
council to help promote
the arts. Although the arts
council has access to the
center, it doesn’t have all
the needed equipment for
artists to use, according
to Thorson. She said
they’re also looking into
purchasing equipment for
other art forms.
“The amount raised
will enable us to purchase
a nice ceramic kiln. We

are thrilled about that
because it will enable us
to offer clay sculpture and
ceramics classes for youth
and adults,” said Thorson.
The Paradise
Elementary School
Preservation Committee
will be sponsoring a First
Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting at the Paradise
Center on Sunday, Dec.
10, at 6 p.m. to thank
the community for their
support. It will be free
admission and include
drinks and goodies,
Christmas carols and
treats for kids.

